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The Shepherd Boy of Bethlehem
(Child’s Story of the Bible, 1898)



Intro: The Shepherd Boy

Present Truth, May 5, 1898
1 Samuel 16 (David’s early life)

ALTHOUGH the Scriptures give a very full account of
David’s life, but little is told us of his early days. We know,
however, that these were spent at Bethlehem, and he is first
brought before us as a shepherd, minding his father’s sheep.

Bethlehem was a small town, built on one of the highest hills in
Palestine, about four miles to the south of Jerusalem. Its name sig-
nifies “The House of Bread,” and was probably bestowed on it on
account of the fertility of the surrounding country. Even at the
present time, visitors to the place report that fruit trees and vine-
yards abound, and that the neighborhood of Bethlehem is not sur-
passed by any in Palestine for luxuriance and beauty.

It was an ancient city in David’s time. The patriarch Jacob had
sojourned there in his wanderings and it was near by that Rachel
had died and was buried. The monument erected by Jacob to the
memory of his beloved wife was still standing. It was in Bethle-
hem, too, that David’s great grand-parents, Ruth and Boaz, had
their homes; and it was there, a thousand years later, that Jesus
Christ, of the seed of David, was manifested in sinful flesh to save
His people from their sins.

Micah 5

? But you, Bethlehem Ephratah, though you be little among the
thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall He come forth unto me
that is to be Ruler in Israel.

Jesse, David’s father, was counted a very old man. He had eight
sons, of whom David was the youngest, and two daughters, both
of whom had children of their own. These, although David’s
nephews, were about the same age as himself. They were doubt-
less among his youthful companions, and we can imagine how, as
they minded their sheep together, or practiced with their slings,
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they would talk of what they hoped to do when they grew to be
men.

It is not likely, however, that they anticipated becoming so fa-
mous as they afterwards did. One of them became a great king,
and all grew up to be famous warriors. Joab, the great general and
statesman, brave but crafty and unscrupulous; Abishai, the
mighty men of valor; Asahel,

2 Samuel 2
18 ..as light of foot as a wild roe;

—and Amasa, who afterwards commanded the army of Absalom
and was slain by Joab in treachery, were among these nephews of
David. Then there was Elhanan who became one of the chief
mighty men of Israel. He also lived at Bethlehem.

It must have been a cause of sadness to David in after life to
know that so many of the playmates of his youth should destroy
one another, and to find them siding with his enemies against
him. It was an experience of this kind that made him write the
41* Psalm.

Psalm 41
° Yea, my own familiar friend, in whom | trusted, which did eat
of my bread, has lifted up his heel against me.

David was not only a shepherd boy, able to run races with the
fleet-footed Asahel, and to sling stones like Joab and the others,
but was also a musician and a poet. As he listened to the voice of
Nature, speaking all around him, and thought upon the Word of
God, he sang psalms to his Maker, and made sweet music on the
harp. He had carefully stored up the instruction received from his
father Jesse, Samuel the prophet, and other good men, and had
hidden the words of God in his heart that he might not sin
against Him.

We do not know whether any of the Psalms contained in the
Bible were written by David at this time, but it is very likely that
some of them were, and even if they were written in after years,
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we know that the thoughts in them came to him in those early
shepherd days. It was then he had the blessed experience of
which he sang in the 32" Psalm:

Psalm 32

! Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is cov-
ered.

? Blessed is the man unto whom the Lord imputes not iniquity,
and in whose spirit there is no guile.

> | acknowledged my sin unto You, and my iniquity have | not
hid. I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord; and
You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

The shepherd’s work was not done at sunset. The sheep had to
be guarded from the attacks of hungry wild beasts, or these
would come and destroy the flock, so that David sometimes had
to remain out at night, and watch the sheepfold. It was not al-
ways pleasant, but instead of complaining, he composed verses
on the beauties of the star-lit heavens. The 8" Psalm was one of
the songs he wrote on this subject.

Psalm 8

'O Lord our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth!
who has set your glory above the heavens.

> When | consider your heavens, the work of your fingers, the
moon and the stars, which You have ordained;

* What is man, that You are mindful of him?

David knew that although he was young and simple, the Lord
could reveal in him the same glory that made the heavens beauti-
ful, and so we find these words in the same psalm:

Psalm 8 [RV]
2 Qut of the mouths of babes and sucklings have You established
strength.

When Jesus reminded the Jews of these words He said,

Matthew 21
' Qut of the mouth of babes and sucklings You have perfected
praise;
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-so that when God was doing this with David, He was “estab-
lishing strength” in him. That this was a real strength was seen in
David’s case. More than once while he was guarding the sheep at
night, fierce beasts came prowling round, and on one occasion a
lion, emboldened by hunger, seized one of the lambs, and was
dragging it away.

David might have thought of the great danger he would run by
interfering with the lion, and perhaps reason that he could not
hope to save the lamb, and his own life was more precious. But
no, he had the true shepherd heart. He loved his sheep, and his
only thought was that the lamb was in danger and must be res-
cued. Besides, God was his strength, and even though the lion
was much stronger than himself, God was stronger still.

So he went in God’s strength to do his duty, taking only a shep-
herd’s staff. He overtook the lion and struck it until it dropped
the lamb and turned on David. Then it was seen that God really
girded him with strength,' for in spite of its superior strength the
lion was slain. Another time a bear attacked the fold, but David
pursued it and fought it with the same result. He must have had
this in mind when he wrote the 17" Psalm.

Psalm 17 [RV]

2 He is like a lion that is greedy of prey, and as it were a young
lion lurking in secret places.

" Arise, O Lord. Confront him, cast him down: Deliver my soul
from the wicked by your sword;

' From men, by your hand, O Lord.

In after years when crafty enemies were about him, trying to
lure him into wrong paths that he might fall into evil and be ru-
ined, he remembered how the Lord had upheld him as he climbed
from crag to crag of the limestone rocks of Bethlehem, making
him sure-footed and keeping him from falling. So when he was at
last delivered from the persecutions of Saul, he sang in the 18"
Psalm:

! Psalm 18:39.
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Psalm 18

¥ He makes my feet like hind’s feet: and sets me upon my high
places.

¥ ...your right hand has held me up, and your gentleness has
made me great.

* You have enlarged my steps under me, and my feet have not
slipped.

David knew what it was to be tired and hungry and thirsty. In
the hot summer days how he liked to lead the flock to the well
which was by the gate of Bethlehem, where they could quench
their thirst with the clear, cold water. Many years after, when the
Philistines invaded the land, and had taken possession of Bethle-
hem, David and his men were in a fortress not far off. They ran
short of water, and David could not help thinking of the cool, de-
licious draughts he used to get at the old well.

2 Samuel 23
'* And David longed and said, Oh that one would give me a drink
of the water of the well Bethlehem, which is by the gate!

When some of his mighty man heard that, three of them went
down to Bethlehem, broke through the Philistine host, drew wa-
ter at the well and brought it back to David. He did not like to
drink water that had been procured at such a risk, so he poured it
out as an offering to the Lord. We learn from the incident, how-
ever, how highly he had learned to prize the well in his earlier
life, and this helps us to appreciate more fully the words of the
63" Psalm, which he wrote at the time just referred to:

Psalm 63

'O God, You are my God; early will | seek You: my soul thirsts
for You, my flesh longs for You, in a dry and weary land, where
no water is.

In all the experiences of his life the youthful shepherd learned
to see the working of God. Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, and Moses
also, had tended sheep, and as David studied the records of the
past, he saw how all men were like sheep, and God was a great
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Shepherd, feeding and guiding His flock, and leading them to the

fountain of the water of life. So he sang in the 95" Psalm:

Psalm 95 [RV]

¢ O come, let us worship and bow down: let us kneel before the
Lord our Maker:

" For He is our God, and we are the people of His pasture, and
the sheep of His hand.

He knew how the very helplessness of the sheep appealed to
his own heart, and how carefully he sought to lead them where
the pasturage was best and the way was easiest. So the Lord was
guiding him, only with infinitely greater love and wisdom, and
the joyful realization of this thought found expression in the
beautiful “Shepherd Psalm,” which has gladdened the heart of ev-
ery believer who has read it, and will continue to inspire rejoicing
till we all enter the heavenly fold.

Psalm 23

' The Lord is my Shepherd; | shall not want.

2 He makes me to lie down in green pastures: He leads me beside
the still waters.

* Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, |
will fear no evil: for You are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.

So the shepherd boy was learning the ways of the Lord. By
faithfulness in the discharge of the duties allotted to him, he was
developing a character that God could use anywhere. One who
does everything to the glory of God, even if it be only minding
sheep, is achieving true and lasting greatness, and as we follow
the history of God’s dealings with him, we shall see how...

Psalm 78

" He chose David also his servant, and took him from the sheep-
folds:

" From following the ewes that give suck He brought him to feed
Jacob His people, and Israel His inheritance.
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1. Psalm 1: Evergreen Christians

Signs of the Times, March 18, 1889
Psalm 1:1-3

Psalm 1

' Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scorn-
ful.

2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law does he
meditate day and night.

> And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that
brings forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither;
and whatsoever he does shall prosper.

HE secret of this prosperity is meditation in the law of God.

To meditate in the law of God day and night is not simply to
have certain fixed hours for devotion, nor is it simply to desire
greatly to get away from business, in order to think.

Meditation, at least in the sense that it is here used, does not
necessarily imply solitude. It is certain that it does not here, for
the meditation is to be continued day and night; and God does
not want men to be hermits. The life of a monk does not furnish
the best opportunities for holiness, as many have testified from
experience.

One great reason why is that those who shun the society of
their fellow-men are shirking duty that God has laid upon them.
If a man has light, he is to let it shine to the glory of God.

It is the very essence of selfishness for a man to go off and live
by himself in some solitary place, in order that he may perfect ho-
liness, and not be contaminated by evil companionship; and such
a one always reaps the reward of his selfishness, in that he has
the worst possible constant companion. No man can get away
from himself by going into the woods to live.

Meditation is not communion with self. The person who thinks
about himself very much will not make advancement in the
Christian life. There is only one to whom the Christian should
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look, and that is Jesus. When a person shuts himself up to him-
self, he is apt to exclude everything else. While secret devotion
and meditation are necessary, if one’s meditation is confined to
his hours of privacy, he will not grow as a tree. David furnishes a
good commentary upon his own words in this psalm when he
says:

Psalm 119
» Princes also did sit and speak against me; but your servant did
meditate in your statutes.

Ridicule and abuse could not affect such a man, for he would be
deaf to it. His mind is absorbed in something else.

Meditation in the law does not mean simply thinking about the
words of the ten commandments. There is more to the law of God
than what appears on the surface. The law is spiritual. That per-
son alone properly meditates in it whose eyes have been opened
to behold wondrous things in it, and who has hid it in his heart.
His sole thought is,

“How can I live to the glory of God?”

He binds the law upon his hand and his head, as well as in his
heart, so that his thoughts and his acts will naturally grow out of
it. The one question that he will ask is,

“Is this right? Will it be pleasing to God?”

And the law of God in all its breadth, as exhibited in the life of
Christ, will be that to which he will look for an answer.

Psalm 1
> And he shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water.

The word here rendered “rivers” is not the ordinary word for
river. It is a word that signifies division, and seems to refer, not to
a river itself, but to the different streams into which a river is di-
vided for irrigating purposes. “Canals of water” would more prop-
erly express the idea. It is not simply a tree on the bank of a river,
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but a fruit-tree in a thoroughly watered soil. Those who have seen
the luxuriance of vegetation in a country where irrigation is car-
ried on, can better understand the figure.

Psalm 1
3 He shall be like a tree.

Constant growth is one of the characteristics of a tree. If it lives
a thousand years, it grows every year. Each year of its life will see
a circle added to it. It does not lose this year all that it gained last
year, but it keeps all that it gains, and adds more. Only such
growth as that is Christian growth. The true Christian life is con-
tinual advancement. Says the psalmist, of those who at last will
appear in Zion before God,

Psalm 84
" They go from strength to strength.

Nothing else can be represented by the word “growth” A tree
draws its nourishment from hidden sources. Its roots strike down
deep into the earth, to take nourishment; all out of sight are the
processes of growth, but the foliage and the fruit are open to all
beholders. So the Christian whose abundant fruit glorifies God is
the one whose life is hid with Christ in God.

The promise is that if we pray to God in secret,

Matthew 6
¢ ...your Father, who sees in secret, will reward you openly.

Men may not know the petitions that are put up to God in se-
cret, they may not know the agonizing cry of the heart and the
flesh for the living God, that strong temptation may be resisted,
even while the individual is mingling with others in the discharge
of his duty; they can see only the fruit that is borne; we cannot
see the tree grow—we see only the result of its growing.

Psalm 1
3 His leaf also shall not wither.
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Many professors are like the grain that fell where there was not
much earth; it sprang up quickly, but as soon as the heat came it
withered. They are full of zeal for a time, but when actual con-
flicts come, they become discouraged. But the true Christian
doesn’t wither. No matter how fiercely the sun beats down on the
tree that stands in irrigated soil, its leaves are always green. Its
roots take up moisture continually.

So the one in whose heart is the law of God, who delights in it,
and meditates in it, has a source of continual freshness. He feeds
upon the living word, and grows thereby. This is the only source
of growth. The one who depends on feeling and impulse may
make a fair show for a time, but only the one who feeds upon
Christ and his words, which are spirit and life, can continue to
grow.

* Whatsoever he does shall prosper.

Because he will do nothing that the law of the Lord does not
prompt. The beauty of the Lord will be upon him, to establish the
work of his hands upon him.

How much energy is wasted in this life! How many efforts fail,
simply because they are misdirected! But he whose strength is in
God will not labor in vain. Such shall be called...

Isaiah 61
?...trees of righteousness.

That is, their righteousness will be increasing with steady
growth, as does a tree; and being the planting of the Lord, they
will bring forth fruit, and God will be glorified in their lives.
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2. Psalm 1: Passive Wickedness

Present Truth, November 25, 1897
Psalm 1:1

Psalm 1
' Blessed is the man that walks not in the counsel of the ungodly,
nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of the scorn-

ful.

IT IS NOT enough not to be a scoffer or a blasphemer; we must
not occupy the place of such. The Christian must not even
silently occupy a position among ungodly and scornful men,
which might lead others to suppose him to belong to those
classes.

There are two obvious reasons for this. One is on account of the
influence upon others, and the other is the influence on one’s self.
One cannot sit in the seat of the scornful without being influ-
enced by what he hears.

1 Corinthians 15
¥ Be not deceived: evil company corrupts good manners [or, bet-
ter rendered, “good morals”].

It is not enough not to be passively wicked; for that is to be
positively wicked. What the Lord desires is positive goodness.
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3. Psalm 1: Meditation

Present Truth, August 21, 1902
Psalm 1:2

Psalm 1
2 But his delight is in the law of the Lord; and in His law does he
meditate day and night.

HIS is something that is very much neglected, to the detri-
ment of the individual soul, and of society as well.

It is common for people to allow the press of work in business
to crowd out meditation; they think they “have no time for it”
That is a short-sighted policy; they might as well say that they
have no time to eat.

It is the man who meditates, not merely occasionally, but “day
and night,” who has prosperity in whatever he undertakes.

Christians are in danger of adopting the world’s methods, and
the world’s standard of success. Real success is not always by any
means that which is described by the highest figures.
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4. Psalm 1: Planted by the Waters

Present Truth, May 21, 1903
Psalm 1:3

HE 1* Psalm tells us that the man who meditates on the law

of God day and night, and who delights in it, shall be like a
tree planted by the rivers of water. You can all go into the garden-
ing business, even in your houses, where you can watch the plant
growing, and see how it grows by the water.

You will be surprised how much education you can get out of
seeing a single plant grow. Take some beans, some peas, some
wheat, or some Indian corn, and put it in a moist place where it is
reasonably warm. In two or three days it will sprout. Then take a
glass jar or a tumblerful of water and tie over the top if it a little
thin cloth, like cheese-cloth, that is not too close in its meshes,
and lay the seeds on that, and then keep it moist. Through the
scent of water that is below it, it will grow. It will send its stock
upward, and its roots downward.

It is really wonderful to see the intelligence displayed, to see
how methodically and how regularly that plant goes about its
business of growing. You may find—you certainly will, if you
have a lot of seeds together—that in some of the seeds the root
end of the sprout will be uppermost, and the stalk end will be be-
low, so that it must go down; and yet the root, that must supply
the stalk with nourishment, and which can get it only in liquid
form, will turn, and will invariably go downward to find the wa-
ter; and the stalk will turn, and go upward.

Add then, if you should have it in soil, and let it be in dry soil,
and the moisture is upon one side only, you will find that those
rootlets will make no mistake. They do not make any experi-
ments, either; but, just as true and as certain as the needle will
point to the pole, they will go directly to where the water is, and
they will not go over the other way.
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With this in mind, read the 1°* Psalm. He that meditates on the
law of God day and night...

Psalm 1

?...shall be like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that brings
forth his fruit in his season; his leaf also shall not wither; and
whatsoever he does shall prosper.

That is, he will not be making experiments, and he will not be
making mistakes. There is instruction in the Bible that will direct
the man in the right way all the time.

5. Psalm 2: A Lesson for All Time

Present Truth, May 2, 1895
Original title: The Second Psalm
Psalm 2:1-12

IN THIS psalm we have questions and answers and exhorta-
tions. They are applicable at all times, but most especially at
the present time, as we shall see. The psalm begins, with the ques-
tion,

Psalm 2
' Why do the heathen rage, and the people imagine a vain thing?

The word “heathen” is the same as “nations” Among men the
word “heathen” is usually considered as synonymous with “un-
civilized;” but the Bible calls all men heathen who do not serve
the Lord, no matter how much they may have of the veneer and
polish of what is called civilization. It will be noticed that in the
margin we have “tumultuously assemble” as the equivalent of

rage”
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Plotting Against the Lord

What is the cause of the tumultuous gatherings of the people?
and what is the vain thing which they imagine. The second and
third verses give the answer:

Psalm 2

2 The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take coun-
sel together, against the Lord, and against His Anointed, saying,
? Let us break their bands asunder, and cast away their cords
from us.

The reader will see by looking at John 1:41 and margin, that the
word, “Anointed” and “Christ” are the same. Therefore we may
read,

“The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take
counsel together, against the Lord, and against His Christ”

This is quoted in:

Acts 4

» Who by the mouth of your servant David has said, Why did
the heathen rage, and the people imagine vain things?

% The kings of the earth stood up, and the rulers were gathered
together against the Lord, and against His Christ.

The Father and the Son are inseparable. It is impossible to speak
against one without opposing the other. It is impossible that there
should be such a thing as believing in God but not in Christ. Jesus
said,

John 14
5| am the way, the truth, and the life; no man comes unto the
Father but by me.

They are one in redemption, as they are one in creation. Notice
well that the bands and cords of both are the same. Some people
like to persuade themselves that in casting away the law of the
Lord they are following Christ. They try to believe that Christ
came for the purpose of loosing men from their obligation to keep
the law of God. That is a part of the “vain thing” which the people
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imagine. He who seeks to cast off the law of the Lord, is rejecting
the yoke of Christ. Jesus said,

John 10
%1 and my Father are one.

The law of God is the law of Christ.

Rejecting God’s Love

What is there about the law of God that should cause men to try
to shake it off? Is it a burdensome yoke? Not by any means. Jesus
said,

Matthew 11

% Come unto me, all you that labor, and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest.

» Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and
lowly in heart; and you shall find rest unto your souls.

% For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

Now see how perfectly this agrees with what is said of the law:

1John 5
* For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments;
and His commandments are not grievous.

Romans 13
' Love is the fulfilling of the law.

Instead of being a burdensome yoke, the law of God in Christ
gives peace and rest. It is a comfort.

Proverbs 6
» For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and re-
proofs of instruction are the way of life.

Psalm 119
19 Great peace have they which love your law; and nothing shall
offend them.

Since the law of God is love, it is evident that those who seek to
cast away God’s bands and cords, are rejecting His love.
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Jeremiah 31
> The Lord has appeared of old unto me, saying, Yea, | have loved
you with an everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindness have
| drawn you.

Christ is He by whom men are drawn,” because in Him is God’s
law of love. To reject the law of God is to reject Christ.

Everlasting Cords

It is indeed possible for men to cast away from them the loving
bands of God’s law; but can they break from them asunder?
Never.

Psalm 111

” The works of His hands are verity and judgment; all His com-
mandments are sure.

8 They stand fast for ever and ever, and are done in truth and up-
rightness.

Psalm 119
¥ For ever, O Lord, your word is settled in heaven.

Therefore,

Luke 16
' It is easier for heaven and earth to pass, than one tittle of the
law to fail.

The cords with which God draws men are the cords of love, or
His law, and this love is everlasting; consequently those cords are
everlasting. Men may shake them off, but it is a “vain thing” to
think of breaking them. Men fancy that they have done away the
law, when they have only made it void in their own hearts. They
think that the law of God has changed, when it is only they who
have changed.

The Papacy, “the man of sin,”® has boasted great things against
God, setting itself forth in the place of God; but yet the prophecy
says that at its greatest it can only...

% John 12:32.
* 2 Thessalonians 2:3.
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Daniel 7
» ...think to change times and laws.

It can go no farther than the thought; it can accomplish nothing
except vainly to persuade itself and its dupes that it has the
power. The law of God is...

Psalm 36
¢ ...like the great mountains.

Far better might puny man think to level the Alps or the Hi-
malayas with a pickaxe and spade, than to overthrow the law of
God.

Opposition to God

There is no nation on earth that has not set itself in opposition
against God. No argument will be needed to establish this state-
ment so far as it concerns what are called “heathen nations.” But
what about the so-called “Christian nations”? They have done the
same thing. Following the lead of the Papacy, they have every one
enjoined the observance of the first day of the week in direct op-
position to God’s law, which commands the observance of the
seventh day.

Let a man who is in court to answer for working on Sunday
quote the fourth commandment, and he will be told that the court
does not recognize that, and that the law of the land must be en-
forced, no matter what the Bible says. Thus men exalt themselves
above God.

In setting aside the Sabbath of the Lord for the Sunday of Pope
and pagan, governments today as really set themselves against
Christ as did...

Acts 4
7 ...Herod, and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles, and the people
of Israel.
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A Laughable Farce
How does the Lord regard these attempts upon His law? Here is
the answer:

Psalm 2
* He that sits in the heavens shall laugh; the Lord shall have
them in derision.

It is well known that ants have means of communicating
among themselves, and that they have a form of government, and
doubtless as perfect for them as human government is for men.
Suppose now that we were able to understand their language, and
should overhear them plotting to overthrow the English Govern-
ment, and all other governments. Would there not be a peal of
laughter that would sound throughout the earth? The idea is too
ridiculous for consideration. But the difference between ants and
men is not nearly so great as that between men and God.

Isaiah 40
7 All nations before Him are as nothing; and they are counted to
Him as less than nothing, and vanity.

No wonder that God laughs at the...

2 Peter 2
18 ..great swelling words of vanity...

—-that men speak. Men may rage and storm, but the Govern-
ment of God is in no danger. Every attack upon it will only recoil
upon the misguided men who make it.

It is forgetfulness or ignorance of this fact that causes people
sometimes to manifest so much zeal in defending the Lord’s
cause. Many laws have been made by man for the purpose of
“protecting” the religion of Jesus Christ. If those men had known
the Lord, they would rather have sought His protection for them-
selves. No wonder that every such law, however conscientiously
made, has been a miserable failure. Since it was uncalled for, it
was only in the way:.
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The attempts of men to prop up the Government of God are as
ridiculous, even if they be not as wicked, as the attempts of men
to overthrow it. They show that men vainly imagine themselves
to be more powerful than God, and that He is dependent upon
them. When God laughs at human designs against His Govern-
ment, we need not be alarmed for its safety. Our only anxiety
should be to seek, and to induce others to seek, its protection.

Troubling the Wicked
What will God do to those wicked plotters?

Psalm 2
® Then shall He speak unto them in His wrath, and vex them in
His sore displeasure.

In the margin we have “trouble” as the alternative of “vex.” No-
tice that it requires only a word from the Lord to throw men into
confusion. It is not necessary that He even speak; a look is suffi-
cient. When the hosts of Pharaoh were pursuing Israel through
the Red Sea,

Exodus 14

* |t came to pass, that in the morning watch the Lord looked
unto the host of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and of
the cloud, and troubled the host of the Egyptians.

We can trust the Lord to defend and protect His own cause and
His own people.

A Royal Decree
In the face of all the plots against His Government, the Lord says,

Psalm 2
¢ Yet have | set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.

More literally we may read it as indicated in the margin,

“Yet have I anointed my King upon Zion, the hill of my holi-
ness.”
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Men may think to break asunder the bands of the Lord and His
Anointed, but nevertheless the proclamation of Christ as King is
calmly made in the face of it. And when Christ has thus been pro-
claimed King, what will be the result? Here is the announcement
which Christ makes, to prove His right to reign:

71 will declare the decree; the Lord has said unto me, You are my
Son; this day have | begotten You.

® Ask of me, and | shall give You the heathen for your inheri-
tance, and the uttermost parts of the earth for your possession.

Isaiah 9

 The government shall be upon His shoulder; and His name shall
be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlast-
ing Father, The Prince of Peace.

7 Of the increase of His Government and peace there shall be no
end.

God'’s Everlasting Kingdom
Let it not be forgotten that only...

Isaiah 9
" The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

It is not done by any human agency. It is the Lord God, and not
man, who gives to Christ the heathen and the uttermost parts of
the earth. When the nations are given to Christ, together with the
whole earth, for what purpose is it? He himself tells us, and the
remainder of the decree which God issued to Him:

Psalm 2
° You shall break them with a rod of iron; you shall dash them in
pieces like a potter’s vessel.

In the 2™ chapter of Daniel the nations of earth are represented
as an image composed of various metals. The kingdom of Christ is
represented as a stone cut out of the mountain without hands,
with the following results:
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Daniel 2

¥ Then was the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the gold,
broken to pieces together, and became like the chaff of the sum-
mer threshing-floors; and the wind carried them away, that no
place was found for them; and the stone that smote the image
became a great mountain, and filled the whole earth.

That image represented the nations of earth until the end of

time:

* The head of gold represent Babylon, which passed away
hundreds of years before the first advent of Christ.

* The breast and arms of silver, representing Medo-Persia,
long since ceased to figure in the affairs of the world.

* The brass, representing Grecia, crumbled to pieces under
the iron monarchy of Rome;

* And the Roman world itself, represented by the legs of iron,
went into a decline soon after one of its governors hear-
kened to the wicked counsels of the people, and crucified
the Lord of glory.

Then it became divided, retaining some of the strength of the

iron, but incapable of united action, and in that condition it has
been for about fourteen hundred years. That is a long time as men
count, but not long enough for God to forget. We are living in the
days when we must expect as the next great event the smiting of
the nations, and their utter destruction by the Lord.

An Exhortation
In view of all this, how important the exhortation,

22

Psalm 2

' Be wise now therefore, O you kings; be instructed, you judges
of the earth.

" Serve the Lord with fear, and rejoice with trembling.

12 Kiss the Son, lest He be angry, and you perish from the way,
when His wrath will soon be kindled.
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In this last we have given the literal rendering, as in the Revi-
sion. Very soon will the wrath of the Lord be kindled. How are the
kings and judges of the earth to kiss, or acknowledge allegiance
to, the Son, and thus escape His wrath? Manifestly by obeying
His commands. Certainly not by presumptuously passing laws
designed to “protect” Him and His cause. The Lord asked for their
submission, not for their support. This is shown by the closing
words of this psalm:

12 _.Blessed are all they that put their trust in Him.

Instead of thinking to uphold the Government of God, men,
even though they be kings, are to seek His protection for them-
selves. This will not be done by their passing laws defining how
other people shall worship God, but by their personally obeying
the laws that God himself has made for the guidance of all men,
both high and low.

When the time comes that the Lord takes possession of His in-
heritance, and begins to reign, and...

Revelation 6
' The kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich man,
and the chief captains, and the mighty men,

flee to hide themselves in the dens and caves of the earth, say-
ing to the mountains and the rocks,

6 Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sits on the
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb,

—each one will be acting only for himself. Even so they must act
only for themselves in serving God, if they will yield to Him. No
man, even though he be king or judge, can serve God for another.
Each individual, however high or low, is called upon to render
personal obedience.

The thing that God calls upon men to do is to cease fighting
against Him. That message,
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Psalm 2
' Be wise now therefore, O you kings; be instructed, you judges
of the earth,

—is one which the servants of God are now to bear.

Revelation 10
"' Before many peoples, and nations, and tongues, and kings,

—the message is to go. It is not a message of denunciation, but
of entreaty. Every nation of earth has set itself up against God,
and successive rulers and judges have accepted as a matter of
course what has been done by their predecessors, and have acted
on the same plan. Not all are by any means knowingly guilty of
opposition to God. Therefore they are to be shown what is the
real power of God, that they may have opportunity to yield to it.

It is natural for men to make much of the fact that cruel perse-
cution results from the laws that have been made to supply a sup-
posed deficiency in the Government of God. But that evil, al-
though great, is only secondary. The primary and the chief evil is
the opposition to God’s law. If they would deal fairly with God,
no injustice could possibly result to men.

And the burden of those who love the Lord will ever be, not
that they are oppressed, but that God is dishonored, and that
those who are dishonoring Him are in danger in their own souls.
The evil with its consequences is to be faithfully set before them,
together with the invitation and assurance,

Psalm 34
# O taste and see that the Lord is good; blessed is the man that
trusts in Him.
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6. Psalm 2: The Enthronement of Christ

Present Truth, April 14, 1897
Psalm 2:6

MINISTER speaking at a large gathering of ministers and
Christian workers, recently said that the work of the Free
Churches was...

“...nothing else than to enthrone the Lord Christ.”

This is a very common statement. The idea that they have, to
place Christ on His throne, seems to have quite taken possession
of the large number of Christian workers, and it is this idea that is
leading them to seek a controlling influence in politics. But no
graver mistake could be made. God says:

Psalm 2
¢ Yet have | set my King upon my holy hill of Zion.

And this He does, not by the help of man, but in spite of the op-
position of kings and rulers. Yes, Christ shall yet be King over all
the earth.

Isaiah 9

7 Of the increase of His government and peace there shall be no
end, upon the throne of David, and upon his kingdom, to order
it, and to establish it with judgment and with justice form
henceforth even for ever...

But mark this fact:
7 ..The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this.

God asks no help of man to make Christ King. He will be King
whether they wish it or not. All He asks of any man or of all men,
is to acknowledge Him as ruler, and to submit to Him.
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7. Psalm 3: Thoughts

Signs of the Times, June 18, 1885
Original title: Thoughts on the Third Psalm
Psalm 3:1-8

HIS psalm is said to be “a psalm of David, when he fled from

Absalom his son.” There is no reason to suppose that this in-
scription is not correct. Whether it was written during the flight,
or was written afterwards, as expressing the feelings which he
had on that occasion, is immaterial.

Knowing the circumstances which called for this psalm we can
enter more fully into the feelings of the psalmist. Those circum-
stances we find recorded in detail in 2 Samuel chapters 15, 16, 17.
With the incidents therein related fresh in our minds, let us ex-
amine the psalm, and see what there is in it which is profitable for

us.*

vs. 1: Lord, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they
that rise up against me.

The same language may be used by every one who professes to

follow Christ. To every one the warning is given,

1 Peter 5
® Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walks about, seeking whom he made devour.

He is at the head of a host, so that we have, as the apostle says,
to contend...

Ephesians 6
12 ..against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of
the darkness of this world, against wicked spirits in high places.

Moreover, Christians are informed that in the world they shall
have tribulation; Satan is the “god of this world,” and since he is
the enemy of all righteousness we would naturally expect that the
world would not be friendly to the Christian. So we read,

* See 2 Timothy 3:16-17.

26 Gleanings from the Psalms



John 15

¥ If you were of the world, the world would love its his own; but
because you are not of the world, but | have chosen you out of
the world, therefore the world hates you.

It is often said that the world is now becoming friendly to
Christians and Christianity. To this we would simply repeat the
text above quoted, and others of a similar nature. The world per-
secuted Christ, and he says:

? The servant is not greater than his lord. If they have perse-
cuted me, they will also persecute you.

1 But all these things will they do unto you for my name’s sake,
because they know not Him that sent me.

James wrote, as a truth for all times, that...

James 4
* The friendship of the world is enmity with God, whosoever
therefore will be a friend of the world is the enemy of God.

When, therefore, we hear men speak of Christians whom the
world loves, we must conclude that their Christianity is worldli-
ness; that instead of being followers of God, they are enemies. Be-
sides the devil and the world, each one has his own self, the worst
enemy of all, to contend against.

Romans 8
" The carnal mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be.

Galatians 5

' For the flesh lusts again this Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other; so that you
cannot do the things that you would.

Surely we may well say, as did David,

Psalm 3
' Lord, how are they increased that trouble me! many are they
that rise up against me.
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vs. 2: Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him
in God.

David’s enemies thought that his overthrow was complete. One

of them said, tauntingly,

2 Samuel 16

® The Lord has returned upon you all the blood of the house of
Saul, in whose stead you have reigned; and the Lord has deliv-
ered the kingdom into the hand of Absalom your son; and, be-
hold, you are taken in mischief because you are a bloody man.

Even so the world, looking at the faults of Christians, will say,

“They are no better than others; they do things that are just as
bad as the things that we do; there is no more hope for them than
for us”

And the Christian himself, who, more than anyone else, has a
vivid sense of his own shortcomings, too often gives way to the
same desponding thoughts. How often people say:

“I have so many sins to overcome, and am so weak, that it
doesn’t seem of much use for me to try”

What is this but saying of one’s own soul, “There is no help for
him in God™?

Notice the use of the word “soul,” in this verse. Some imagine
that the terms soul invariably refers to an “immaterial substance,”
to something which has unending existence, yet which is not an
entity. But David, speaking of those who were seeking his life,
said,

Psalm 3
2 Many there be which say of my soul, There is no help for him
in God.
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vs. 3: But you, O Lord, are a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter
up of a my head.

vs. 4: | cried unto the Lord with my voice, and He heard me out of
His holy hill.

No portion of the Scriptures was written without a purpose.

Romans 15

* Whatsoever things were written aforetime were written for our
learning, that we through patience and comfort of the Scriptures
might have a hope.

When we read in the Old Testament, how wonderfully God de-
livered his people in time of battle, it is that we may take courage.
Not that we are to engage in physical warfare, in which God will
fight for us, but that we may know God’s power to help all who
are in trouble.

In the 20™ chapter of 2 Chronicles we find an interesting ac-
count of the deliverance of the Jews, from their enemies, who
greatly outnumbered them. This was done because the people be-
lieved and trusted in the Lord.

The case of Gideon and his army” is a similar one. These were
visible proofs of God’s power to deliver, and serve to give us con-
fidence in such promises as the following:

Nahum 1
”The Lord is good, a stronghold in the day of trouble; and He
knows them that trust in Him.

1 Corinthians 10

¥ But God is faithful, who will not suffer you to be tempted
above what you are able; but will with the temptation also make
a way to escape, that you may be able to bear it.

vs. 5: | laid me down and slept; | awoke; for the Lord sustained me.

This verse shows God’s continual care for His people. How many
of us are there who remember as they arise in the morning that,

* Judges 6 and 7.
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Lamentations 3
2 |t is of Lord’s mercies that we are not consumed, because His
compassions fail not.

And that,
» They our new every morning.

The adversary of souls would destroy us. As a roaring lion he
walks about, seeking whom he may devour, and this he would do
with us physically as well as spiritually; for if he could cut short
our lives, while we are unprepared for the Judgment, he would
thereby most effectually devour us, and bring us to eternal ruin.
That he does not do this, is because of the continual watchfulness
of God.

Psalm 121
* Behold, He that keeps Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.

It is remarkable that when driven from his throne by traitors,
who cared for nothing but to take his life, David could peacefully
lie down and sleep. The source of this peace is found in:

Isaiah 26

’>You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on
You; because he trusts in You.

* Trust in the Lord for ever; for in the Lord Jehovah is everlasting
strength.

Having one’s mind stayed on God is equivalent to delighting in
and obeying his law,” as we read,

Isaiah 48

8 O that you had hearkened to my commandments! then had
your peace been as a river, and your righteousness as the waves
of sea.

The Bible abounds in statements concerning the peace and
blessedness of those who obey God. But it will be objected that
David had not kept the law, and that his present distress was the

¢ Psalm 1:1-3.
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direct consequence of his sins. That is true, and this is why many
said of his soul that there was no help for him in God.

We are often tempted, as before stated, to say the same thing of
ourselves, when for some cause we are brought to a vivid sense of
our sinfulness. In such times we forget, what David remembered,
that although no man could stand before God if he were unable to
answer for his conduct, there is forgiveness effectual, that he may

be feared.

Psalm 130
*If You, Lord, should mark iniquities, O Lord, who shall stand?
* But there is forgiveness with You, that You may be feared.

David had sinned, but he had repented, and believing God’s
promise,” he could rest as peacefully as though he had never com-
mitted a sin. Why should we not thus rise above the temptations
of the enemy? Paul says:

Romans 8

’' What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who
can be against us?

2 He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

¥ Who shall lay anything to the charge of God’s elect? It is God
that justifies.

With these texts before us, but we need not wonder at David’s
boldness, as indicated in:

vs. 6: | will not be afraid of ten thousands of people, that have set
themselves against me roundabout.

There are two reasons why people may not fear an invading
army:

1. Because they are in league with the enemy, or intend to
yield without resistance.

” See Isaiah 55:7.
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2. Because they are strongly fortified and protected, and are
confident that with the help which they have they can
make a successful resistance.

David’s boldness was of the second class. Many persons think it
an indication of virtue to invite temptation, that they may show
how they can resist it. In the case before us we see that boldness
is not always inconsistent with flight. David was fleeing from his
pursuers, yet he felt fearless in the Lord. So we, while we are to
resist the devil, that he may flee from us, are not to seek opportu-
nities to resist him. Our prayer is to be,

Matthew 6
¥ Lead us not into temptation.

We are to shun the place of evil, but when the enemy comes to
us, we are to vigorously resist him. We may be sure that he will
not allow us to lack of opportunities to put forth all the strength
he can muster.

In the seventh verse David states as already accomplished, what
the Lord will do for all his people. He will save them, and discom-
fit their enemies. Comparing the enemies to ravenous beasts, who
would be disabled by having their teeth broken, he says,

vs 7: You have smitten all my enemies on the cheek; You have bro-
ken the teeth of the ungodly.

The psalm then appropriately closes with an acknowledgment of
God as the author of both present and future, complete salvation:

vs. 8: Salvation belongs unto [or, it is of] the Lord; your blessing is
upon your people.
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8. Psalm 5: Words and Thoughts

Signs of the Times, May 19, 1887
Psalm 5:1

The psalmist prayed,

Psalm 5
' Give ear to my words, O Lord; and consider my meditation.

OW few there are who could from the heart make that re-

quest? Who would like to have the Lord listen to all that
they say? Certainly not they who blaspheme, or who use vulgar,
idle, or foolish words, which they would not want even a good
man to hear.

Yet whether we wish God to hear our words, or not, we may
rest assured that He does consider them, for, says the psalmist,

Psalm 124
' There is not a word in my tongue, but, lo, O Lord, you know it
altogether.

And those words are recorded, for the Saviour says:

Matthew 12

* But | say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak,
they shall give account thereof in the day of judgment.

7 For by your words you shall be justified, and by your words
you shall be condemned.

Then there is our meditation. That is worse still, for every heart
has cherished thoughts that have never been formed into words,
because the individual would not betray his real character to his
associates. It is the thoughts which mark the measure and charac-
ter of the man.

Proverbs 23
7 As he thinks in his heart, so is he.

Many people who pass for upright Christians, would be seen to
be wholly corrupt, if their thoughts were but laid open to public
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view. Well, whether we pray that God will consider our medita-
tion or not, we may rest assured that He does do so,

Hebrews 4

2 For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than
any two edged sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of
soul and spirit, and of the joints and marrow, and is a discerner
of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

' Neither is there any creature that is not manifest in His sight;
but all things are naked and opened unto the eyes of Him with
whom we have to do.

The heart or mind of man is to the Lord like a printed page. He
knows all its imaginings. And the time is coming when not only
the Lord, but all the world, will be able to read the secrets of the
heart. The apostle says that when the Lord comes He will...

1 Corinthians 4
> ...bring to light the hidden thing of darkness, and will make
manifest the counsels of the heart.

That will be the time when he who now is lifted up shall be ter-
ribly abased. Who is the one, then, who can ask the Lord to con-
sider his meditation, and who will not be put to shame in the
Judgment?

* It is he whose delight is in the law of the Lord, in which he
meditates day and night.

¢ It is he whose works are committed to the Lord, and whose
thoughts are consequently established.
¢ It is he who is pure in heart.

What a blessed condition does that man occupy, who can re-
joice in the thought that the pure and holy God knows all his
thoughts and approves them. Our daily prayer should be:

Psalm 19

' Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart,
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my strength, and my re-
deemer.
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9. Psalm 5: Confidence Toward God

Signs of the Times, January 7, 1889
Psalm 5:3

Psalm 5
> My voice shall You hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning
| will direct my prayer unto You, and will look up.

HUS wrote the psalmist David in the innocency and in-
tegrity of his soul. He could not have written thus if he had
not been able to write as in verse one:

' Give ear to my words, O Lord; consider my meditation.

Looking up is a sign of hope and courage, and of a clear con-
science. The guilty child hangs its head, and the criminal is afraid
to look the officer of law in the face. Thus Ezra, when identifying
himself with his people, said:

Ezra 9
61 am ashamed and blush to lift up my face to You, my God; for
our iniquities are increased over our head.

But the man whose heart is pure, whose thoughts are of God,
and who meditates in His law day and night, can look up, not in
self-confidence, but in the strength of Christ. Says David:

Psalm 3
3 But You, O Lord, are a shield for me; my glory, and the lifter up
of my head.

He whose heart is free from guile may look up, and he shall be-
hold the beauty of the Lord, for...

Matthew 5
8 ...the pure in heart...shall see God.
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10. Psalm 5: Keep Watch

Present Truth, July 27, 1893
Original title: Front Page
Psalm 5:3

Psalm 5
> My voice shall You hear in the morning, O Lord; in the morning
will I direct my prayer unto You, and will look up.

HE Revised Version renders its, “and will keep watch.” For
what would he look up and keep watch? Evidently for the
blessings for which he prayed. Said he,

Psalm 121
' will lift up my eyes unto the hills, from whence comes my
help.

> My help comes from the Lord, which made heaven and earth.

Too many people make their requests known to God, but don’t
keep watch, so that, although the blessings are extended to them,
they do not see them.

The Lord loves to have people do Him the honor of acting as
though they expected to receive from Him the things that He has
promised.
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11. Psalm 5: Trusting and Rejoicing

Present Truth, August 16, 1894
Psalm 5:11

Psalm 5

"' But let all those that put their trust in You rejoice; let them
ever shout for joy, because You defend them; let them also that
love your name be joyful in You.

ALTHOUGH this was written by David, it is the language of
the Holy Spirit.

Now when the Lord says, “Let a thing be,” it is the same as say-
ing, “It shall be” When the Lord said, “Let there be light,” it
meant, “There shall be light” When He says, “Let it be,” it is so.
Therefore we may read this psalm, as it is indicated in the margin
of the Revised Version:

“All those that trust in You shall rejoice; they shall ever shout
for joy, because You defend them; they also that love your name
shall be joyful in You”

If we are not rejoicing, that is evidence that we are not trusting
the Lord.
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12. Psalm 5: Loving-Kindness in the Morning

Present Truth, January 15, 1903
Original title: Back Page
Psalm 5:3

Psalm 5
> My voice shall You hear in the morning, O Lord.

HIS verse in the 5" Psalm is more than a mere statement of
the fact that in the morning I will pray.

“My voice shall You hear” is an assurance given by the Holy
Spirit that God will hear us when we do lift up our voice to Him.
He listens for our voice in the morning. Does He hear it? He also
speaks to us His morning greeting. Are we listening for it?

Isaiah 50
* He wakens morning by morning, He wakens my ear to hear.

What is it that God is so desirous that we should hear in the
morning?

Psalm 143
& Cause me to hear your loving-kindness in the morning.

Proverbs 6

% My son, keep your father’s commandment, and forsake not the
law of your mother:

! Bind them continually upon your heart, and tie them about
your neck.

2 When you go, it shall lead you; when you sleep, it shall keep
you; and when you awake, it shall talk with you.

» For the commandment is a lamp; and the law is light; and re-
proofs of instruction are the way of life.

Every morning bears to us a fresh message of God’s loving-
kindness, with which to begin the new day.

Psalm 92
"It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing
praises unto your name, O Most High!
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?To show forth your loving-kindness in the morning, and your
faithfulness every night.

Evidently this is the theme for our morning meditation, and
that which should inspire our praise and prayer: The loving-kind-
ness of the Lord. His loving-kindness each morning assures us
that we shall be led, protected, fed, and kept through the day.

Psalm 92
?...and your faithfulness every night.

If we hear His loving-kindness in the morning, we shall as-
suredly declare His faithfulness at night; for all the events of the
day will have proved it.

When darkness falls, and the perils of the night come on,
knowing that He makes us dwell in safety we shall lay us down in
peace and sleep, committing...

1 Peter 4
1 ...the keeping of our souls to Him as unto a faithful Creator.

— )
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13. Psalm 7: Righteous Judgment

Present Truth, November 9, 1893
Psalm 7:1-17

HENEVER the kindness and mercy of the Lord are dwelt
upon in order that sinners may be encouraged to trust
Him, someone will always be sure to interpose with the objection,

“Yes, but the Bible says that God is angry with the wicked ev-
ery day”®

Of course the natural effect upon the doubting, trembling soul
is to lead him to think,

‘T know that I am wicked, and therefore God is angry with me.”

And then will follow either a feeling of apathy, or else vain ef-
forts to do something to appease the supposed anger of God. Thus
the purpose of the enemy of souls is accomplished.

Remembering that “God is love”; that...

John 3

' [He] so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but have ever-
lasting life;

—and that this was a sacrifice on the part of God himself, be-
cause...

John 1
"The Word was with God, and the Word was God,

—and,

2 Corinthians 5
” God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself,

—let us examine the scripture in which the statement of God’s
continual anger against all men—“for all have sinned,’—is sup-
posed to be found. It is the 7™ Psalm, and we will study it as a

8 Psalm 7:11.
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whole. The study will show incidentally the danger of building a
theory on a single text detached from its connection.

In the quotation of the palm, which follows, we have not fol-
lowed any one translation, but have combined several, so as to
give the most literal and vivid rendering of the Hebrew. It will be
seen that the psalm may be naturally divided into six sections, the
last consisting of but one verse. The first section presents a pic-
ture of:

1. One Pursued by the Enemy

Psalm 7

'O Lord my God, in You do | take refuge; save me from all them
that pursue me, and deliver me;

? Lest he tear my soul like a lion, rending it in pieces, when there
is none to deliver.

This is the cry of a soul in extreme peril. He is chased by an en-
emy who is like a raging lion, which will tear him in pieces if he
does not find a place of safety. We see at the very outset that we
have before us the cry of a soul pursued by Satan, the great De-
stroyer; for:

1 Peter 5
® The devil, as a roaring lion, goes about, seeking whom he may
devour.

In a preceding article we have read some of the text which
show how sure a refuge God is in such times of peril. The next
section shows:

2. The Injustice of the Enemy’s Attack

Psalm 7

> O Lord my God, if | have done this; if there be iniquity in my
hands:

*1If | have rendered evil to him that was at peace with me; (I have
even delivered him that was my enemy without cause);

° Let the enemy chase my soul and catch it; and let him tread my
life to the earth, and cast down my glory to the dust.
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The lion cares nothing for the fact that his prey is inoffensive,
and has done him no injury. He is filled with a desire to destroy,
and he slays to gratify his own passion for destroying.

So the devil lies in wait for the innocent, as shown in his deal-
ing with our first parents in the garden of Eden. The spirit that
deliberately plots the spiritual ruin of an innocent soul, is purely
satanic. Such a degree of wickedness is abhorrent to any soul that
is not utterly degraded, and so the psalmist utters a...

3. Call for Judgment

Psalm 7

¢ Arise, O Lord, in your anger; lift up yourself against the fury of
my adversaries; and awake for me the judgment You have com-
manded.

7 So shall the congregation of the peoples compass You about,
and over it return You on high.

Read in the light of the first section of the psalm, this cry for
vengeance does not seem so revengeful as it sometimes does to
the careless reader. It is not the demand of one man for vengeance
upon other men who are hostile to him, but it is a call for judg-
ment upon the arch-enemy:.

Moreover it is inspired by the Holy Spirit, so that the element
of human passion does not enter into it. Compare this section,
and indeed the whole psalm, with the 35™ Psalm.

In this section we have present before us, in brief, the last judg-
ment, and its results. When the judgment which God has com-
manded, shall be executed upon the...

Ephesians 6
12 ..wicked spirits in high places,

—the congregation of the people will compass the Lord about, as
He returns on high to...
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Isaiah 24
3 _..reign in Mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His an-
cients gloriously.

In the next section we have a statement of the...

4, Certainty of the Judgment

Psalm 7

® The Lord judges the peoples; judge me, O Lord, according to
my righteousness, and the uprightness that is in me,

° Oh let the wickedness of the wicked come to an

end, but establish the righteous; the righteous Lord tries the
hearts and the reins.

' My shield it is with God, who delivers the upright in heart.
" God is a righteous judge, yea, a God that has indignation con-
tinually.

21f He turn out, He has whet His sword, He has bent His bow,
and made it ready;

* He has prepared for him the instruments of death, He will
make His arrows fiery.

Have we here a little self-righteousness? No, for the Lord says
of His people,

Isaiah 54
' Their righteousness is of me.

Remember that this is the prayer of one who has taken refuge
in Christ, and...

2 Corinthians 5
7 If any man be in Christ, he is a new creature; old things are

passed away; behold, all things are become new.
'® And all things are of God.

The uprightness that is in such a one, is the uprightness of God,
and it is according to that that the psalmist would be judged. The
soul that makes God its refuge, can look on judgments without
fear, because he is in the place whence they come, so that they
cannot fall upon him.

13. Psalm 7: Righteous Judgment 43



It is in this section that the verse occurs which in the common
version is rendered,

Psalm 7
" God is angry with the wicked every day.

The words in italics, however, show what was added by the
translators. Even if we take the text as it stands in the common
version, there need be no difficulty, since we see that “the
wicked” are not sinners on probation, but the devil and all his
hosts, both of angels, and of men who have sold themselves to

him to persecute the godly.

Psalm 7
" God is a righteous judge, yea, a God that has indignation con-
tinually.

Is it not well? Is it not comforting to know that we are not left
alone and forgotten? that the efforts of the enemy to accomplish
our destruction, awaken the indignation of the mighty God?

Even when Satan’s rage works through men who have no fear
of God before their eyes, we may know that God regards it as di-
rected against Him. And so indeed it is, when we fly to Him for
refuge. He makes our cause His own.

When the children of Israel were marching toward Canaan, the
Amalekites came out to fight against them, but in reality it was to
fight against God. In Exodus 17 we read:

Exodus 17 [margin]
'® Because the hand of Amalek is against the throne of the Lord,
therefore the Lord is against Amalek...

5. Self-Destroyed
In the last part of the section of the psalm that we have just con-
sidered, there is evident allusion to the wicked, and the words,

Psalm 7
12 _..if they turn not.
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If the wicked turn not, God has prepared the instruments of de-
struction for him.” In the following section we have a description
of the persecutor, a statement which shows:

6. The Justice of His Punishment
Psalm 7
' Behold, he travails with iniquity, and he has conceived mis-
chief, and brought forth falsehood.
* He made a pit, and dug it. And he shall fall into the ditch
which he has made.
'® His mischief shall return upon his own head. And upon his
own crown shall his violence come down.

In the judgment it will appear that God is clear. He is love, and
yet there is punishment for the wicked, and...

Hebrews 10
77 .. fiery indignation that shall devour the adversaries.

And this is because He is love. We cannot now go further into
particulars than to call attention to the obvious fact that it would
not be an indication either of love or justice, for God to allow the
wicked to destroy the innocent.

But let it not be forgotten that all the punishment that any
wicked person will ever receive, will be only that which he brings
upon himself, and which he might have avoided if he would.

Romans 2

* Do you despise the riches of His goodness and forbearance and
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leads you
to repentance?

> But after your hardness and impenitent heart treasure up unto
yourself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the
righteous judgment of God.

So we read in the last part of the 1% chapter of Proverbs, that the
wicked in their destruction only...

® Read Job 38:22, 24.
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Proverbs 1
31 ...eat of the fruit of their own way.

All they that hate the Lord, love death.

Proverbs 8
% But he that sins against me wrongs his own soul: all they that
hate me love death.

Thus in the passage before us, the wicked only receive that
which they themselves have worked out; they are taken in their
own net, and fall into the pit which they dig for another. They
that love cursing shall receive it, for God will give to every man
that which he most delights in.

The last section is:

7. The Ascriptions of Praise

Psalm 7
I will give thanks unto the Lord according to His righteous-
ness: and will sing praises to the name of Jehovah Most High.

And thus we find, as we always shall, that the portion of Scrip-
ture which Satan uses for the purpose of discouraging people, is
the one that is full of comfort for them.

If we are not ignorant of his devices, nor unmindful of the
goodness of God, we shall know, whenever a text seems to be for
the purpose of holding us off from God, that we do not under-
stand it, and will study it with a prayer that the Holy Spirit will
teach us the truth as it is in Jesus.
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14. Psalm 8: The Glory of the Lord

Present Truth, August 11, 1898
Psalm 8:1, 4-8

Psalm 8
' Lord, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth!
Who has set your glory above the heavens.

HE first occurrence of the Hebrew word rendered “above” in
this text is:

Genesis 1
? Darkness was upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God
moved upon the face of the waters.

In the Revised Version the text reads,

Psalm 8 [RV]
'..Who has set your glory upon the heavens.

Both renderings are correct, for the original word has the idea
of: nearness, over, upon, against. The glory of God is far above all
heavens, but it rests upon them. One thing is taught by the text,
and that is that the glory that shines in the heavens is the glory of
God. The latest translation, the “Polychrome,” gives the verse
thus:

“How glorious is your name over all the earth! And in the
heavens, how your glory shines!”

Psalm 19
' The heavens declare the glory of God, and the firmament
shows His handiwork.

There is no real glory either in heaven or earth, except the
glory of God, just as He is the only real King in the universe, and
the only One who has power. His is...

Matthew 6
1 ..the kingdom, and the power, and the glory.
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It is all His, no matter how much anybody else may claim, or
how little He is recognized in His works. The heavens did not cre-
ate themselves, neither do they manufacture their own light.

Genesis 1

! In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth.

2 And the earth was without form, and void; and darkness was
upon the face of the deep. And the Spirit of God moved upon the
face of the waters.

> And God said, Let there be light; and there was light.

Darkness, absolute darkness, without one suggestion of light,
was upon all things when they were first created. With the earth
in chaos, the heavens were dark.

Jeremiah 4
2 | beheld the earth, and lo, it was without form, and void; and
the heavens, and they had no light.

So we know that the light is not originated by any created
thing. In the shining of the heavens, they are simply showing
forth the excellencies of Him who is light and in whom there is
no darkness at all. But the darkness was not darkness to God.

Psalm 139
2 The darkness hides not from You; but the night shines as the
day; the darkness and the light are both alike to You.

He is light, and the entrance of His Word gives light; so when
He sent His Word into the darkness, light immediately shone
forth.

Bodies of Light

Although it is a fact that none of the heavenly bodies evolve light
from themselves, it is nevertheless true that they are bodies of
light. Light existed, as we have seen, before the sun was formed,;

Genesis 1
* And God saw the light, that it was good.
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This was on the first day, and it was not until the fourth day
that the sun was made to be a light. In some way, which only the
Creator can comprehend, things which before were dark became
light. They were not merely shone upon, but they were caused to
shine forth. They do not originate light, but they emit from them-
selves the light which existed before they were formed. Although
nothing but darkness in themselves, they are actually bodies of

light.

Last of all God’s works, man was created and was crowned
with glory and honor, and set over the works of God’s hands.

Psalm 8

* What is man, that You are mindful of him? and the son of man,
that You visit him?

* For You have made him a little lower than the angels, and have
crowned him with glory and honor.

¢ You made him to have dominion over the works of your hands;
you have put all things under his feet:

7 All sheep and oxen, yea, and the beasts of the field;

8 The fowl of the air, and the fish of the sea, and whatsoever
passes through the paths of the seas.

Man was made of the dust of the earth, and had in himself no
more glory than the dust that still remained on the face of the
earth; yet God made him in His own image, “crowned him with
glory and honor,” and caused him to have dominion over the
works of His hands.

Since God is light, it was but natural that the being who was to
be His representative on the earth, should bear His glory, even to
a higher degree than the heavens, over which he was given do-
minion.

Ephesians 2
“We are His workmanship,

-even as the heavens are, and were created for His glory. He
who made the heavenly orbs to be bodies of light, could most eas-
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ily make their lord likewise a light bearer. We do not see it so
now, because...

Romans 3
# All have sinned, and come short of the glory of God.

Through sin man lost the dominion, and likewise the glory; but
“the first dominion”" shall yet be restored, and to this end God
has chosen us to be...

1 Peter 2

?...aroyal priesthood, a holy nation,...that you should show
forth the praises [virtues, or excellencies] of Him that called you
out of darkness into His marvelous light.

It is evident, therefore, that “in the ages to come,”" even as at
the beginning, God’s people will be crowned with His own glory.
This is very clear from the fact that:

Hebrews 2

° We see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels, for
the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that He by
the grace of God should taste death for every man.

' For it became Him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the Cap-
tain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

Jesus is the second Adam; as man, in every respect like other
men, He has gained back the dominion which the first Adam lost,
and so, as Adam was, He is crowned with glory and honor. That
glory is glory that surpasses the brightness of the sun.

God Manifested in the Flesh

John 1

' The Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we be-
held His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father),
full of grace and truth.

' Micah 4:8.
" Ephesians 2:7.
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In the very beginning of His ministry, Jesus turned the water
into wine in Cana of Galilee,

John 2
" ...and manifested forth His glory.

Mark this: He manifested forth His glory. The glory was there
all the time, only veiled. So on the mount with Peter, James and

John,

Matthew 17
? [He] was transfigured before them; and His face did shine as
the sun, and His raiment was white as the light.

The light did not shine upon Him, but shone forth from Him.
Jesus was on earth an ordinary man, with nothing in His appear-
ance to distinguish Him from other men.

Isaiah 53
¥ He has no form nor comeliness; and when we shall see Him,
there is no beauty that we should desire Him.

Yet He was full of the glory of God. That glory was in the form
of grace and truth; it manifested itself in good works and kind
deeds. His was the glory of God, which is the glory of a perfect
character. Said Christ of His disciples,

John 17
2 And the glory which You gave me, | have given them.

When...

Ephesians 3

7 ...Christ dwells in the heart by faith, [we are]...

1o ..strengthened with might by the Spirit of God.,...according to
the riches of His glory.

As the image of God is renewed in the soul by the indwelling of
the Spirit, the glory of God is revealed, yet not in a form that ap-
peals to the eyes of the world, who are attracted by that which is
gaudy, and which dazzles.
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Preparing the Way

Isaiah 40

* The voice of him that cries in the wilderness, Prepare the way
of the Lord, make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
* Every valley shall be exalted, and every mountain and hill shall
be made low; and the crooked shall be made straight, and the
rough places plain;

> And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall
see it together.

This is the preparation for the second coming of Christ. The
only thing that hinders His coming at once, is the lack of prepara-
tion on the part of people. The way of the Lord is thus prepared
by His forerunner:

Luke 1

7 He shall go before Him in the spirit and power of Elias, to turn
the hearts of the fathers to the children, and the disobedient to
the wisdom of the just; to make ready a people prepared for the
Lord.

God’s way must be prepared in the hearts of His people. This
preparation is humility of heart, the acknowledgment that...

Isaiah 40
¢ All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as the flower

of the field.

When the heart is thus brought low, the way is prepared for the
Lord to manifest himself. But God is light, so that whenever He
appears in the way, His glory is revealed. That way is in His peo-
ple; so that the glory of the Lord is to be revealed in the hearts
and lives of men, and all are to see it there, even if they do not
recognize it as God’s glory. Some will see it, and will rejoice in

the light.

Psalm 115
" Not unto us, O Lord, not unto us, but unto your name give
glory, for your mercy, and for your truth’s sake.
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The heavens make no claim for themselves, consequently they
show forth God’s glory, and are themselves glory. So when we are
willing that self shall sink out of sight, confess that we are noth-
ing, and make no claim to distinction, we also may be...

Ephesians 1
12 ..to the praise of His glory.

The glory will manifest itself as good works wrought by God in
us, and will be nothing to attract people to us.

1John 3

? Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it does not yet ap-
pear what we shall be; but we know that when He shall appear,
we shall be like Him; for we shall see Him as He is.

Wonderful thought! that these poor, frail, mortal bodies are to
shine with the brightness of the heavens. But so it is.

Philippians 3 [RV]

2 Qur citizenship is in heaven; from whence also we wait for a
Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ;

> Who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it
may be conformed to the body of His glory, according to the
working whereby He is able even to subject all things unto him-
self.

When Christ comes,

Matthew 13
* Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom
of their Father.

Daniel 12

* They that be wise shall shine as the brightness of the firma-
ment; and they that turn many to righteousness as the stars for
ever and ever.

Truly,

Romans 8
'® The sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be com-
pared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
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What is the object of telling us about this wonderful glory? Is it
merely that we may congratulate ourselves on the display we are
one day to make? Far from it; for when that glory is revealed, we
shall individually be as unconscious of it as we now are. Each will
see the glory of the others, and delight in the sight, but like
Moses, will not know that his own face sends forth rays of light.™
It is written for our encouragement.

Mark this: The glory is to be revealed in us; the righteous are to
shine forth. God tells us of the future glory, in order that we may
know what He gives to us in this present time. It is the power by
which we are to overcome; for power is glory. Jesus Christ was
raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,” yet it was the
working of God’s “mighty power”" And this same power works
in all who believe.

That glory is power will appear more fully in the article enti-
tled, “The Fruit of the Light,”” and the power that God gives us in
the conflict with sin, is...

Ephesians 3
1 ..according to the riches of His glory.

The power and the glory that the heavens reveal is only a por-
tion of that which God now gives to us by His Spirit.

2 Corinthians 3 [RV]

'® We all, with unveiled face reflecting as a mirror the glory of
the Lord, are transformed into the same image from glory to
glory, even as the Lord the Spirit.

2 Corinthians 4 [RV]
7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the exceeding
greatness of the power may be of God, and not from ourselves.

2 Exodus 34:29.

" Romans 6:4.

' Ephesians 1:19-20.

'* For this article, see the book, The Everlasting Gospel. It is in the “Related
Articles” section of that book.
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15. Psalm 8: The Value of Praise

Present Truth, April 28, 1898
Psalm 8:1-2

Praise, the Strongest Argument

ACCORDING to the Scriptures, the strongest argument
against all opposition to the truth of God, is praise. This ap-

pears plainly from the 8" Psalm:

Psalm 8 [RV]

' O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth!
Who has set your glory upon the heavens.

2 Qut of the mouths of babes and sucklings have You established
strength, because of your adversaries, that You might still the
enemy and the avenger.

From the mouths of babes and sucklings comes a power that is
sufficient to stop the mouths of the enemies of the Lord. But little
children cannot argue and discuss; if they attempted, their rea-
soning is feeble, and the effect is painful, because it is unnatural
for them, and out place. What does naturally come from the
mouths of children? Praise, gladsome praise, and joy. This is
seemly, and is the power that can stop the mouths of enemies.

This is not merely our conclusion. We have the words of the
Lord for it. When the children cried in the temple, as Jesus en-
tered it after His triumphal entry into Jerusalem, and said,

Matthew 21
® Hosanna to the Son of David,

—and the priests were displeased, Jesus said to them,

' Have you never read, Out of the mouths of babes and suck-
lings You have perfected praise?

Thus we have Christ himself as authority for the statement that
the “power” mentioned in the 8" Psalm is praise. It is difficult to
frame an argument to which a shrewd man cannot make some
plausible reply, a reply at least plausible enough to cover his re-
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treat. But who can frame an argument against praise? There is
nothing to reply to. Even the enemy’s anger against the truth and
the one who holds it, must to some extent be appeased, because:

Proverbs 15
' A soft answer turns away wrath.

Then let us use the argument of praise more and more. Aye, let
us learn how to use it to the exclusion of everything else.

Psalm 92
"It is a good thing to give thanks unto the Lord, and to sing
praises unto your name, O Most High.

Psalm 147
' Praise the Lord; for it good to sing praises unto our God; for it
is pleasant; and praise is comely.

Psalm 107

" Oh, that men would praise the Lord for His goodness, and for
His wonderful works to the children of men!

%2 Let them exalt Him also in the congregation of the people, and
praise Him in the assembly of the elders.

Who May Praise the Lord?

A strange question! some may say. Yes, it is a strange question,
but not an unnecessary one, since there are many poor souls who
do not dare praise the Lord, because they think that they are not
good enough to do so. They pray to the Lord, the best they know
how, and they have the most sincere desire to serve Him, but they
do not dare venture to praise Him. Well, one sentence is enough
to answer the question that we have asked, and it is this:

Psalm 150

¢ Let everything that has breath praise the Lord. Praise you the
Lord.

The poor, unworthy people may praise the Lord? Nay, not may;
that is too feeble; they must. If you will persist in regarding the
words, “Let everything that has breath praise the Lord,” as merely
a permission, and not as the commandment that it is, then read:
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Psalm 117

' O praise Jehovah, all you heathen, Laud Him all you nations!

2 For His goodness rules powerfully over us, and Jehovah’s faith-
fulness is ever-enduring! Hallelujah.

“Hallelujah” means “Praise Jehovah!” The very heathen,
wickedest people in the world, are called upon to praise the Lord.
Well, why not? They are the ones who most of all need to praise
the Lord. The more wicked a man is, the more need there is that
he should praise the Lord.

If the heathen should praise the Lord, they would at once cease
to be heathen. Praise is worship, and they who worship the Lord
are righteous. So it is to the unworthy and the wicked that the
command is specially directed, “Praise you Lord!” The others are
doing it already:.

Salvation and Praise
In the 50" Psalm, last verse, we read these words of the Lord:

Psalm 50
» Whoso offers praise glorifies me; and to him that orders his
conversation aright, will | show the salvation of God.

Of course the reader knows that the word “conversation,” as
commonly used in the Bible, means “way, manner of life” But
there is more to be said about this verse. In the Hebrew text there
are not nearly so many words as appear in the English, and if
only the very words that appear in the Hebrew were translated,
with no additions, we should have the text as indicated in the
margin of the Revised Version, thus:

Psalm 50 [RV, margin]
2 Whoso offers praise glorifies me, and prepares a way that |
may show him the salvation of God.

Here, then, we have an answer to the question,
“What must I do to be saved?”

The answer is,
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“Praise the Lord”

And what then? Keep on praising the Lord, He who begins to
praise the Lord, and continues to praise Him, will as surely be
saved day by day and for ever, as the sun shines in the heavens,
or as God lives. Let us see how this may be; it is not difficult to
understand.

If one is thanking and praising the Lord, that one is certainly
not sinning against Him, is he? One cannot praise the Lord, and
at the same time blaspheme His name, or in any way speak
slightingly of Him. The mere statement of the case proves it: He
who praises the Lord serves Him.

The highest angels in heaven do no more than this. The living
beings that are nearest to God, forming part of His throne,

Revelation 4
® ...rest not day and night, saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God
Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.

Praise is the Most Natural Thing

The fact that praise brings salvation will appear more vividly
when we think of this phase of the subject, that praise is the easi-
est and most natural thing in the world. If all men, the ungodly
man, would act in harmony even with their own standard of com-
mon civility, they would be continually praising the Lord, and
would be saved.

It is universally recognized that when a person receives a gift
he ought to thank the giver.

* The wickedest man, the one who will rage the most at the
name of God, will thank you if you do him a favor.

* Hand an infidel any book that he wishes to read, or answer
his inquiry as to the right road to take, and he will thank
you.

* If he comes down to breakfast in the morning and finds a
bouquet of fresh flowers at his plate, his first thought will

58 Gleanings from the Psalms



be to ask who gave them to him, and his next will be to
thank the one who so kindly remembered him.

Every man will do these things, and there is no one who would
not feel that it was a gross breach of politeness to fail to recognize
favors bestowed. Very well, let each one simply be consistent. Let
him not discriminate, and give thanks for some things, and ne-
glect to do so for others. Above all things, let him not say “Thank
you” for little things, and say not a word for the greatest favors.

“Of course not! Who would be so foolish?”

Let us see. You come to the table, and find food. How did it
come there? The good housewife placed it there, to be sure; but
she did not make it. No man on earth could make a grain of corn.
No man can make fruit grow from the ground. All that any man
can do is to watch it. It is God that...

Psalm 104
' ..causes the grass to grow for the cattle, and herb for the ser-
vice of man; that He may bring forth fruit out of the earth.

Psalm 145
'® He opens His hand and satisfies the desire of every living
thing.

Is it seemly to take these things continually from the hand of
the Lord, and never thank Him for them? It is a great blessing, or
favor, if you prefer to use that word, to be able to breathe. If you
have never thought of it, you will realize it if you get into a close
room where the air is almost used up, or have your lungs so filled
up that you cannot breathe without pain.

Now where do you get your breath? You do not make the air;
your neighbor does not furnish it to you. It comes regularly and
continually, without any thought on your part. It comes when
you are asleep, and not able to think of it. It is your life, the most
necessary thing in the world, and yet you get it for nothing, abso-
lutely free. Isn’t it worth thanking for?
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And there is the light. You could not get along without it. It is
life. Every day it comes new. Is it consistent to say “Thank you” to
one who hands you a flower, and never say a word to the One
who creates the light and the air and the moisture that made it
grow? Just be honorable and fair. Deal with God as justly, and
treat Him as civilly, as you do your fellow-men.

Romans 13
” Render therefore to all their dues;...fear to whom fear; honor to
whom honor.

Begin with the first thing at hand, and thank the one who gives
it to you, and do so with everything that you receive, and you
will then be a perfect man. Come now, that is a fair proposition,
isn’t it? All that is required of you is to use ordinary civility, and
give thanks impartially for all that you get, to whomsoever gives
you them. Do this, and your mouth and heart will continually be
filled with praise to the Lord,

Acts 17
» Who gives to all life, and breath, and all things.

When you once begin, you will find things enough to be thank-
ful for. Do not cease giving thanks until you have exhausted ev-
erything that there is for which to give thanks.

Remember that it is not enough to have thanked a person once
for a favor, when he repeats it. If he does a thing for you twice,
the thing to do is to thank him the second time, as well as the
first. If he does not tire of repeating the favor, surely you ought
not to tire of thanking him for it. The gift of life and light and
breath and all things is continuous, and therefore the thanksgiv-
ing must be continuous.

I will not urge you to do this heartily. No matter how you feel
about it, simply recognize the Lord in His gifts, and have this abil-
ity to thank Him for what you receive of Him. Do this, and the
greatness of the gifts received from Him will impress itself more
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and more upon your mind, so that soon thanks will come sponta-
neously, and you will not know how to stop.

Then all will be well with you, for when you acknowledge that
every breath that you breathe you get from Him, you will see that
He is your life, and the same rule of fairness that led you to thank
Him for what He gives, will lead you to allow Him to control His
own life.

Proverbs 3
% In all your ways knowledge Him, and He shall direct your
paths.

When God directs your steps in His own way, your way will be

right, for:

Psalm 18
% As for God, His way is perfect.

Then,

Oh, worship the King, all glorious above!
And gratefully sing His power and His love;
Our Shield and Defender, the Ancient of Days,
Pavilioned in splendor, and girded with praise.

Your bountiful care, what tongue can recite?
It breathes in the air, it shines in the light;

It streams from the hills, it descends to the plain,
And gently distills in the dew and the rain.

Frail children of dust, and feeble as frail—
In You do we trust, nor find You to fail;

Your mercies how tender, how firm to the end!
Our Maker, Defender, Redeemer and Friend!*

' Robert Grant, Hymn: O Worship the King, 1833.

15. Psalm 8: The Value of Praise 61



16. Psalm 8: Power Through Weakness

Present Truth, November 21, 1901
Psalm 8:2

Psalm 8

2 Qut of the mouth of babes and sucklings have You ordained
strength because of your enemies, that You might still the enemy
and the avenger.

RULY our God is a great God. He is so great in power that

He can laugh at the combined forces of all His enemies;"” and
when He proceeds to put them to confusion He employs means
that make their shame complete.

Had He proceeded against them with all the pomp and majesty
of His infinite power, they might say,

“We did well to make any stand at all against such odds; cer-
tainly our defeat is no disgrace”

But when He puts them to flight by the power that He can exert
through a babe, their mouths are forever stopped.

And here is the comfort of this for the struggling, trembling
Christian: Since God can silence all His enemies by babes and
sucklings, what an abundant deliverance must be ours when He
bows the heavens and comes down, riding upon the heavens for
our help, and in His excellency on the sky:

Psalm 144
> Bow your heavens, O Lord, and come down: touch the moun-
tains, and they shall smoke.

Deuteronomy 33
% There is none like unto the God of Jeshurun, who rides upon
the heaven in your help, and in His excellency on the sky.

7 Psalm 2 ? The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel
together, against the Lord, and against His anointed, saying, * Let us break
their bands asunder, and cast away their cords from us. * He that sits in the
heavens shall laugh: the Lord shall have them in derision.
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Compare Psalm 8:2 with Matthew 21:16. The one is:

Psalm 8
2 Qut of the mouth of babes and sucklings You have ordained
strength,

—and the other, which is Christ’s rendering of it is:

Matthew 21
' ..You have perfected praise.

Praise and strength are the same; and we see that the perfection
of strength is found in babes. How can this be? Because God’s
strength is made perfect in weakness. Jesus Christ, a babe in the
manger, was...

1 Corinthians 1
# _..the power of God.

2 Corinthians 13
* He was crucified through weakness...

Yet the aroma is the power of God; and,
*...He lives by the power of God.

Would you know how it is that the babe is the manifestation of
the perfection of strength? It is because it is the perfection of
trust.

It is helpless, but its helplessness is the very thing that ensures
it the most tender care. In its helplessness it is far better protected
than in after life, when the man has grown so strong and self-con-
fident that he depends on himself.

So the one who like a babe rests confidingly in the everlasting
arms, knowing that his weakness is a constant appeal to the lov-
ing sympathy of God, is strengthened with all might according to
the power of His glory.
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17. Psalm 9: His Name
Present Truth, July 26, 1894
Psalm 9:10

Psalm 9
' And they that know your name will put their trust in You.

HIS being the case, it follows that there are very many in so-

called Christian lands, and even in the church, who do not
know the name of the Lord. Let us see something of what is in-
volved in knowing the name of the Lord.

Names Indicate Character

In Scripture, names are not given at random. Every name has
meaning. The true name indicates the character of the one to
whom it belongs.

For instance, the name “Jacob” means “supplanter,” and that
was the character of the son of Isaac. He was a schemer, benefit-
ing himself at the expense of somebody else. That was before he
was converted. When the Lord met him, and, like Saul, he was
“turned into another man,’*® he was given the name “Israel,’” to
indicate the character of the new man. He was a conqueror over
his besetments.

God’s Name is His Character

So the name of God is the expression of His character. One may
be familiar with the form and sound of the words which are used
in His titles, without knowing the name of the Lord. His name is
just what He is, and only those who are personally acquainted
with Him know what His name is.

Moses prayed to be permitted to behold the glory of the Lord,
God said,

8 1 Samuel 10:6.
9 Genesis 32:28.
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Exodus 33
| will make all my goodness pass before you, and | will pro-
claim the name of the Lord before you.

Accordingly,

Exodus 34

>The Lord descended in the cloud, and stood with him there,
and proclaimed the name of the Lord.

¢ And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaim, the Lord, the
Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in
goodness and truth,

7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgres-
sion and sin.

He who does not know the goodness and longsuffering and
truth of the Lord, and that He forgives iniquity and transgression
and sin, does not know His name.

God’s Name in Nature
But no one need be ignorant of His name, for He has written it
upon everything that He has made.

Psalm 33
> The earth is full of the goodness of the Lord.

Psalm 8
'O Lord, our Lord, how excellent is your name in all the earth.

Psalm 36
* Your mercy, O Lord, it is in the heavens; and your faithfulness
reaches unto the clouds.

The Lord’s name is a glorious name,” and...

Psalm 19
' The heavens declare the glory of God.

% Deuteronomy 28:58.
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God’s Name in Christ
The name of God is in Christ. The only begotten Son of God has
by inheritance the same name.”

John 1
' In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God.

Whoever knows Christ, therefore, knows God.

'® The only-begotten Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He
has declared Him.

John 14
% He that has seen me, has seen the Father.

Matthew 1
' And you shall call His name Jesus; for He shall save His people
from their sins.

Jesus means Saviour. If He did not save, His name would be a
misnomer. But His name is expressive of what He is. He saves by
virtue of himself. In Him is salvation.

Isaiah 12
2 Behold God is my salvation.

Taking Refuge in His Name

Trustworthiness and fidelity beget confidence. No one can help
trusting one whose honesty is well known. Even the most suspi-
cious come at length to lose their doubts after long dealing with a
one whose fidelity is unswerving. The cause of doubt is dishon-
esty and lack of faithfulness. If no lie had ever entered the world,
there would never have been such a thing known as doubt. Good-
ness wins confidence, and so they who know the Lord must nec-
essarily trust Him.

But the Scripture meaning of trusting is to take refuge. Psalm
7:10 would more accurately express the original, and would be
more striking, if rendered as in the margin of the Revised Version,

21 Hebrews 1:4.
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Psalm 7 [RV, margin]
10O Lord, my God, in You do | take refuge; save me from them
that pursue me, and deliver me.

So when we read,

Psalm 9
“They that know your name will put their trust in You,

-we may know that it means that they will take refuge in God.
And this is in keeping with the verse just before:

° The Lord also will be a refuge for the oppressed, a refuge in
times of trouble.

The Revised Version has it, “a high tower” God himself is a
Tower, a Rock of defense, a tower of Refuge.” But His name is
just what He is; so we read,

Proverbs 18
' The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into
it, and is safe.

His name is a strong tower, an impregnable fortress; it stands to
reason, therefore, that they who know it will fly to it for refuge,
and will abide in it.

Christ is God.? The Father and the Son are one.?* Their name is
one. He who is in Christ is in God, for Christ...

John 1
8 _.is in the bosom of the Father.

Baptism is the sign of taking refuge in Christ:

Galatians 3
7 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ, have put
on Christ.

*2 Psalm 18:2.
5 John 1:1.
* John 10:30.
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Those who have put on Christ in baptism, have taken refuge in
God. Baptism therefore is a reality, and not a mere form, only
when the soul consciously takes refuge from sin in the mighty
name of God. This is in exact accord with the Saviour’s commis-
sion, as properly rendered in the Revised Version:

Matthew 28

¥ Baptizing them into the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghost.

Reader, do you know the name of the Lord? It is easy to learn.

When you know it, you know Him, and then you have eternal
life: for,

John 17

* This is life eternal, that they might know You, the only true
God, and Jesus Christ, whom You have sent.

Oh, the precious name of Jesus!

How it thrills our souls with joy.
When His loving arms receive us,

And His songs our tongues employ!®

% Lydia Odell Baxter (1809-1874), Hymn: Take the Name of Jesus With You.
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18. Psalm 11: The Sure Foundation

Signs of the Times, October 8, 1885
Psalm 11:3-4

Psalm 11
3 If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?

VERY structure that is of any account must be built upon a

foundation. In the close of the Sermon on the Mount, our
Saviour graphically but accurately describes the consequence of
building without any foundation. When...

Matthew 7
% The rain descended, and the floods came, and the winds blew,
and beat upon that house,

—it fell, because it was built upon the sand. The same thing
would have happened to the house which was built upon a foun-
dation, if the foundation could have been removed.

The tendency of the present age is to superficiality, but a good,
solid foundation is nevertheless as necessary as it ever was. We
believe that “the foundations,” to which the psalmist refers in the
text just quoted, are nothing else than the law of God—the ten
commandments. To demonstrate this is the object of this article.

The psalmist continues in the next verse:

Psalm 11
* The Lord is in His holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven;
His eyes behold, His eyelids try, the children of men.

This shows that there is an intimate connection between “the
foundations,” and the throne of God and the temple in heaven.
What this connection is, we proceed to show. In the 25" chapter
of Exodus we find directions concerning the building of the sanc-
tuary. The sanctuary was to be a dwelling-place for God.

Exodus 25
8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that | may dwell among
them.
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From the 26" chapter we learn that it was an oblong building,
and inclosed on three sides with boards, and on the fourth by a
cloth curtain, and that by a similar curtain it was divided into two
apartments—the holy place and the most holy place. In the holy
place there was an altar of incense, a golden candlestick, and a ta-
ble of show-bread:

Exodus 40

2 And he put the table in the tent of the congregation, upon the
side of the tabernacle northward, without the vail.

> And he set the bread in order upon it before the Lord; as the
Lord had commanded Moses.

* And he put the candlestick in the tent of the congregation,
over against the table, on the side of the tabernacle southward.
» And he lighted the lamps before the Lord; as the Lord com-
manded Moses.

% And he put the golden altar in the tent of the congregation be-
fore the vail:

7 And he burnt sweet incense thereon; as the Lord commanded
Moses.

In the most holy place was the ark of the testimony:

Exodus 26

7 And you shall make for the hanging five pillars of shittim
wood, and overlay them with gold, and their hooks shall be of
gold: and you shall cast five sockets of brass for them.

And it is to this that we wish to call especial attention. This ark
was a wooden box overlaid and lined with pure gold. Its cover
was termed the “mercy-seat,” and was of solid gold, having on
each end a cherub beaten out of the same piece of pure gold.

Exodus 25

% And the cherubim shall stretch forth their wings on high, cov-
ering the mercy seat with their wings, and their faces shall look
one to another; toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the
cherubims be.

' And you shall put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in
the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give you.
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What this “testimony” was, we easily find by the comparison of
a few texts of Scripture.

Exodus 24

2 And the Lord said unto Moses, Come up to me into the mount,
and be there; and | will give you tables of stone, and a law, and
commandments which | have written; that you may teach them.

Moses went up, and was there forty days and forty nights, dur-
ing which time he received the instructions found in chapters 25-
31. After noting these instructions, the sacred narrative continues:

Exodus 31

'® And He gave unto Moses, when He had made an end of com-
muning with him upon Mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, ta-
bles of stone, written with the finger of God.

We notice that the tables of testimony were tables of stone.
Tracing them further, we find that when Moses came down from
the mount, with the two tables in his hand, he broke them at the
foot of the mount, in his righteous anger at the idolatry of the
people:

Exodus 32

> And Moses turned, and went down from the mount, and the
two tables of the testimony were in his hand: the tables were
written on both their sides; on the one side and on the other
were they written.

' And the tables were the work of God, and the writing was the
writing of God, graven upon the tables.

' And when Joshua heard the noise of the people as they
shouted, he said unto Moses, There is a noise of war in the camp.
'® And he said, It is not the voice of them that shout for mastery,
neither is it the voice of them that cry for being overcome: but
the noise of them that sing do [ hear.

' And it came to pass, as soon as he came nigh unto the camp,
that he saw the calf, and the dancing: and Moses’ anger waxed
hot, and he cast the tables out of his hands, and broke them be-
neath the mount.
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This experience is detailed by Moses in the 9™ of Deuteronomy,
and in the 10" chapter he proceeds with the narrative as follows:

Deuteronomy 10

T At that time the Lord said unto me, Hew two tables of stone
like unto the first, and come up unto me into the mount, and
make an ark of wood.

2 And | will write on the tables the words that were in the first
tables which you broke, and you shall put them in the ark.

3 And | made an ark of shittim wood, and hewed two tables of
stone like unto the first, and went up into the mount, having the
two tables in my hand.

* And He wrote on the tables, according to the first writing, the
ten commandments, which the Lord spoke unto you in the
mount out of the midst of the fire in the day of the assembly;
and the Lord gave them unto me.

> And | turned myself and came down from the mount, and put
the tables in the ark which | had made; and there they be, as the
Lord commanded me.

We have now positive assurance that the “testimony” that was
placed in the ark was the ten commandments, and that it was on
this account that the ark of was called “the ark of the testimony.”

Now note again in Exodus 25, that the cover to the ark was
called the “mercy-seat,” and that upon it were two cherubim, one
on each end. The Lord said:

Exodus 25

2! And you shall put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in
the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give you.

22 And there | will meet with you, and | will commune with you
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim
which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which |
will give you in commandment unto the children of Israel.

God dwelt between the cherubim upon the mercy-seat above
the testimony, and it was this that made it necessary for the high
priest to burn incense when he ministered in the most holy place.
The cloud of incense veiled the glory of God, which unobscured,
would have caused his death.
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Leviticus 16

* Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bul-
lock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering.

B And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the Lord, that
the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon
the testimony, that he die not.

Now to the point of all this. The Jewish tabernacle, and all
things connected with it, were patterned after something that
Moses had seen in the mount:

Exodus 25
° According to all that | show you, after the pattern of the taber-
nacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so

shall you make it.
“ And look that you make them after their pattern, which was

shown you in the mount.
They were...

Hebrews 9
» ...patterns of the things in the heavens;

—-and...

% __the holy places made with hands [were only] figures of the
true [holy places in Heaven].

There must be, then, a real tabernacle in Heaven, and this is
plainly stated in:

Hebrews 8

' Now of the things which we have spoken this is the sum; we
have such a high priest, who is set on the right hand of the
throne of the Majesty in the heavens;

> A minister of the sanctuary, and of the true tabernacle, which

the Lord pitched, and not man.

“A minister of the sanctuary.” There is but one, since that built
by Moses was only a miniature representation of the true taber-
nacle in the heavens, which the Lord pitched. This temple in
Heaven has been seen by mortal eye. The beloved disciple says:
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Revelation 11
' And the temple of God was opened in Heaven, and there was
seen in His temple the ark of His Testament.

This temple in Heaven is the special dwelling-place of God.

Habakkuk 2
? The Lord is in His holy temple; let all the earth keep silence be-
fore Him.

Psalm 11
* The Lord is in His holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven.

We already noted that not only the tabernacle, but all its furni-
ture, was modeled after things in the heavens. Said the Lord to
Moses:

Exodus 25

° According to all that | show you, after the pattern of the taber-
nacle, and the pattern of all the instruments thereof, even so
shall you make it.

After giving directions concerning the ark, the table, and the
candlestick, He repeated the injunction:

“ And look that you make them after their pattern, which was
shown you in the mount.

Accordingly we find* that the ark of the testament is one of the
things in the temple in heaven. Now remember that in the earthly
tabernacle God’s dwelling-place was above the ark, between the
cherubim that were upon the mercy-seat.

2! And you shall put the mercy seat above upon the ark; and in
the ark you shall put the testimony that I shall give you.

22 And there | will meet with you, and | will commune with you
from above the mercy seat, from between the two cherubim
which are upon the ark of the testimony, of all things which |
will give you in commandment unto the children of Israel.

% Revelation 11:19.
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Leviticus 16

* Thus shall Aaron come into the holy place: with a young bul-
lock for a sin offering, and a ram for a burnt offering.

B And he shall put the incense upon the fire before the Lord, that
the cloud of the incense may cover the mercy seat that is upon
the testimony, that he die not.

Then since the earthly tabernacle was a type of God’s real
dwelling-place,—the temple in Heaven,—it must be that the ark of
the testament was a figure of God’s throne in heaven. To corrobo-
rate this conclusion, we read that God’s real dwelling-place is be-
tween the cherubim. Says David, in prayer to God:

Psalm 80
' Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you that lead Joseph like a flock;
that dwell between the cherubim, shine forth.

Again:

Psalm 99
' The Lord reigns; let the people tremble; He sits between the
cherubim; let the earth be moved.

Here the fact that God reigns is connected with His sitting be-
tween the cherubim, showing conclusively that when reigning
upon His throne He is between the cherubim. God sits between
the cherubim; He reigns; therefore the people should tremble.
When Hezekiah was in trouble,

2 Kings 19

> [He] prayed for the Lord, and said, O Lord God of Israel, which
dwell between the cherubim, You are God, even You alone, of all
the kingdoms of the earth; You have made heaven and earth.

And the Lord, speaking of Satan under the figure of the king of
Tyre, said:

Ezekiel 28

" You are the anointed cherub that covers; and | have set you so;
you were upon the holy mountain of God; you have walked up
and down in the midst of the stones of fire.
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These texts show plainly that the cherubim upon the mercy-
seat, from between which God spoke to the people, were repre-
sentations of the cherubim that cover the throne of God in
heaven, and that therefore the mercy-seat, supported by the ark,
was a figure of God’s throne. This is why the most holy place and
the ark were considered so sacred.

But if the ark and the mercy-seat were a representation of
God’s throne, then the tables of testimony—the ten command-
ments—which it contained must be considered as showing the re-
lation existing between the real throne of God in heaven and the
original copy of the ten commandments.

The ark existed for the sole purpose of holding the law, and
therefore the ten commandments must be considered as forming
the foundation of God’s throne. David says,

Psalm 97

' The Lord reigns; let the earth rejoice; let the multitude of isles
be glad thereof.

? Clouds and darkness are round about Him; righteousness and
judgment are the habitation of His throne.

Now when we read that God’s commandments are righteous-
ness,

Psalm 119
72 My tongue shall speak of your word: for all your command-
ments are righteousness;

—and further, that they are God’s righteousness:

Isaiah 51

¢ My salvation shall be for ever, and my righteousness shall not
be abolished;

7 Hearken unto me, you that know righteousness, the people in
whose heart is my law; fear not the reproach of men, neither be
afraid of their revilings;
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-we are assured that the ten commandments which God spoke
from Sinai, and which were copied on tables of stone, form the
foundation of God’s throne.

A throne is the symbol of royal power and authority. We speak
of “the throne of England,” meaning the Government of England.
Therefore we state the literal fact, that the ten commandments are
the foundation of God’s throne. It is equivalent to saying that
they form the basis of God’s Government; that all of God’s judg-
ments are in harmony with them, and that they cover every act of
His in the government of His creatures.

From these facts thus briefly stated, the following conclusions
are evident:

1. THE LAW OF GOD IS THE LAW OF THE UNIVERSE
The law of God—the ten commandments—is the law of the uni-
verse.

Psalm 103
" The Lord has prepared His throne in the heavens; and His
kingdom rules over all.

Not only this earth, but all the world and the Heaven of heav-
ens are subject to His authority, and amenable to His holy law.
The highest angel in Heaven, and the lowest saint on earth; the
arch deceiver and the most simple of his deluded victims, are
alike judged by that perfect law. No righteous act or thought is
outside of its sanctions, and no evil can be conceived that it does
not condemn.

2. THE LAW OF GOD EXISTED BEFORE CREATION
The law of God was in existence before the creation of the earth.
When the foundations of the world were laid,

Job 38
7 ...the morning stars sang together, and all the sons of God
shouted for joy.
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The “sons of God” were the subjects of His righteous Govern-
ment, and therefore subject to the law of God, which is the basis
of that Government. In proof of this, and also of the preceding
proposition, read:

Psalm 103
2 Bless, the Lord, you His angels, that excel in strength, that do
His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word.

Since the ten commandment law is perfect, and contains, as we
have seen, all the principles of God’s Government, there can be
no other commandments for the angels to obey. All commands of
God are comprised within the precepts of Sinai.

3. THE TEN COMMANDMENTS ARE ETERNAL

The ten commandments can never have any end. Since they are
the foundation of God’s throne, they must endure as long as it en-
dures, and it must endure as long as God himself exists, for if He
were not Supreme Ruler He would not be God. Now listen to the
sublime words of the psalmist:

Psalm 90

' Lord, You have been our dwelling place in all generations.

? Before the mountains were brought forth or ever You had
formed the earth and the world, even from everlasting to ever-
lasting, You are God.

More emphatic language could not be used. But since it is im-
possible for God to exist apart from His Government, that must
also be to everlasting, and the ten commandments, the basis of
that Government, must have an equal duration.

4. THE LAW OF GOD IS UNCHANGEABLE

Not only can it not be abolished, but not one of its precepts can
undergo the slightest alteration. We speak not of mere verbal
changes which do not affect the sense, but of changes in the force
or application of law.

Since the law is the foundation of God’s throne, its ten precepts
may be considered as the ten pillars constituting the foundation.
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It was doubtless with this idea in mind that Bishop E. O. Haven
named his book which contained his ten sermons on the law,—
one sermon on each commandment,—“The Pillars of Truth.”

When workmen wish to make any repairs in the foundation of
a building, they put up a prop underneath, to take the place of the
defective foundation while repairs are being made. But what can
be placed under the throne of the universe to uphold it while re-
pairs are being made in any of its corner-stones? Nothing.

Men may theorize about a change in the fourth commandment,
but such a change is an impossibility. To make it would be to
make a revolution in the Government of Heaven. It may be urged
that God has power to make such a change, but one thing God
cannot do: He cannot deny himself.

2 Timothy 2
" If we believe not, yet He abides faithful; He cannot deny him-
self.

5. GOD’S LAW IS HIS WILL

Romans 2

" Behold, you are called a Jew, and rest in the law, and make
your boast of God,

® And know His will, and approve the things that are more excel-
lent, being instructed out of the law.

It is His righteousness; a transcript of His own nature; a photo-
graph of His character. Therefore for God to make a change in the
law would show that His character had undergone a change, and
that is an impossibility. With Him is...

James 1
'7...no variableness, neither shadow of turning.

If His law was the truth in the days of David,” it could not be
changed without becoming a lie, and it is only the enemies of
God who seek to do this. These facts absolutely prove the propo-

7 Psalm 119 '** Your righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and your
law is the truth.
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sition that God’s law is absolutely unchangeable. They enable us
to better appreciate the words of the psalmist:

Psalm 119
' Your word is truth from the beginning; and every one of your
righteous judgments endures for ever.

It follows as a necessary conclusion, that the saints through all
eternity will yield obedience to the law. To do otherwise would
make them no more saints, but traitors. Some people tell us that a
righteous man has no need for the law of God. But the psalmist
thought otherwise, for he said:

Psalm 11
*If the foundations be destroyed, what can the righteous do?

To say that because God’s people are all righteous, therefore
they have no need of the law, is like saying that because no one
falls over a precipice at the top of which a strong barrier has been
erected, therefore the barrier is unnecessary.

None are more interested than the righteous, in having the law
of God preserved intact through the ages of eternity. It alone at-
tests their loyalty to God. It is to them a sure pledge that no
power in the universe can endanger their rights as subjects of the
God of Heaven.

It shows them that it is not in vain that they make the eternal
God their refuge, and that He who in His excellency rides upon
the heavens to the help of His people, is abundantly able to pro-
tect all who put their trust in Him.

May the Lord hasten the day when His kingdom shall come;
when His will shall be done in all the earth even as it is now done
in Heaven;”® when His children shall all be righteous; when...

Revelation 22
3 ...His servants shall serve Him;

% Psalm 103 » Bless, the Lord, you His angels, that excel in strength, that do
His commandments, hearkening unto the voice of His word.
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* And they shall see His face; and His name shall be in their fore-
heads.

Foundations
Traits of Character, 1898
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19. Psalm 11: God'’s Temple and Its Glory

Present Truth, May 11, 1899
Psalm 11:4

Psalm 11
*The Lord is in His holy temple, the Lord’s throne is in heaven.

Isaiah 66
' Thus says the Lord, The heaven is my throne, and the earth is
my footstool.

Jeremiah 23

2 Am | a God at hand, says the Lord, and not a God afar off?

* Can any hide himself in secret places, that | shall not see him?
says the Lord. Do not I fill heaven and earth? says the Lord.

Isaiah 57

'8 For thus says the high and lofty One that inhabits eternity,
whose name is Holy; | dwell in the high and holy place, with him
also that is of a contrite and humble spirit, to revive the spirit of
the humble, and to revive the heart of the contrite ones.

OD has a dwelling-place in the heavens, yet not so that any-
body can locate Him in one place to the exclusion of all oth-
ers; for He is everywhere; He fills all things.

Psalm 139

”Where shall | go from your Spirit? or where shall | flee from
your presence?

®1f 1 ascend up into heaven, You are there; if | make my bed in
hell, behold, You are there.

°If | take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea; even there shall your hand lead me, and your
right hand shall hold me.

Therefore all creation is the temple of the living God. The Jews
and the Samaritans quarreled over whether God’s house was in
Jerusalem or in Samaria. If they had but known the Scriptures,
they would have known that even the desolate wilderness is the
house of God, and the gate of heaven.”

» See Genesis 28:10-17.

82 Gleanings from the Psalms



Isaiah 45
' Verily You are a God that hides yourself, O God of Israel the
Saviour.

Yet He does not hide himself so that He cannot be found. Who-
ever uses his eyes, may see God revealed in every plant and tree,
in every flowing stream, and in the birds that fly in the heavens.”
From this it follows that man also forms a part of God’s great
temple.

1 Corinthians 3
' Know you not that you are the temple of God, and that the
Spirit of God dwells in you?

Read the whole of this chapter, and the two chapters following,
and you will readily see that this language is addressed not to
perfected saints, but to men who are living in sin. It is the Spirit’s
strongest appeal to men to live holy lives. God makes men His
temples, in order that He may sanctify them by His presence.

The question at once suggests itself:

“If all creation, even fallen nature; is the temple of God, how is
it that in His temple everything says, Glory?”*'

It is not ours to question how God’s Word can be true, but by
believing it to see its truth. The seraphim, who stand above God’s
throne, beholding Him day and night, declare, that...

Isaiah 6
> The whole earth is full of His glory,

-of,
“The fullness of the whole earth is His glory.”

We are daily witnesses of this. In spite of the curse upon the
earth, the glory of God manifests itself. From the bare trees of
winter, victims of the curse of death, spring forth the green leaves

% See Romans 1:30.
1 Psalm 29:9.
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and bright blossoms of spring, revealing the resurrection power
and glory of the Lord. Every beauteous bud, every delicately-
tinted flower, every gleam of sunshine, is but the shining forth of
the glory of God, which cannot be wholly veiled even by the
curse. The songs of the birds are but the echo of the voice that is
heard in the chorus of the angels before the throne of God.

But there are many men who use their voices only in blas-
phemy of the holy name of God; how do they say, “Glory”? Again
we must remember that belief of God’s Word gives us the expla-
nation of it. God says that everything says, “Glory,” and so it must
be. Every man who lives and moves is a monument of God’s love
and power:

Acts 17
» He gives to all life, and breath, and all things.

Even the foul language with which debased men pollute God’s
temple, is an unconscious testimony to God’s longsuffering and
lovingkindness, and therefore a witness...

Ephesians 1
% To the praise of the glory of His grace.

God makes even the wrath of men to praise Him. The fact that
God gives men the breath with which they deny Him, shows His
glorious grace. God’s will is sure to be done on earth even as it is
done in heaven. No adversary can thwart God’s will, which is
that...

Habakkuk 2
' The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of
God, as the waters cover the sea.

Such is His glorious power that He advances His cause even by
the attempts of the enemy to thwart it. Willingly or unwillingly,
every creature that God has created, must contribute to His glory
and praise. How much better to have it done with our consent,
than against it!
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Since God can do such marvelous things and show the wonders
of His glory even through those who are in opposition to Him,
what can He not do with those who yield themselves to Him?
Therefore,

Romans 6
¥ Yield yourselves unto God, as those that are alive from the
dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness unto

God,
—that you may...

1 Corinthians 6
2 Glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God’s.

Z
Beautiful Bible Stories, 1889
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20. Psalm 12: Inclined to Speak as We Please

Present Truth, September 12, 1901
Psalm 12:3-4

HEN we are inclined to think that we have a right to say
whatever we please, it will be well for us to read the fol-
lowing:

Psalm 12

> The Lord shall cut off all flattering lips, and the tongue that

speaks proud things;

* Who have said, With our tongue will we prevail; our lips are

our own; who is lord over us?

Our lips are not our own, for we ourselves are not our own. Ev-
ery organ of our bodies belongs to the Lord, for Him to use as He
will, to His glory.

James 3
® The tongue can no man tame.

Since this is so, we do well to deliver ourselves unreservedly
over to the Lord, praying,

Psalm 141
’ Set a watch, O Lord, before my mouth; keep the door of my
lips.
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21. Psalm 12: Every Word

Present Truth, June 16, 1898
Psalm 12:6

Psalm 12
¢ The words of the Lord are pure words; as silver tried in a fur-
nace of earth, purified seven times.

THIS is true not merely of a few words, but of all:

Proverbs 30
¢ Every word of God is pure; He is a shield unto them that put
their trust in Him.

Moreover, there is enough in the words of God for every neces-
sary purpose. They are sufficient to make a man...

2 Timothy 3
7 ...perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works.

Not only is nothing more needed, but whatever is added to
God’s words is a lie.

Proverbs 30
7 Add not unto His words, lest He reprove you, and you be found
a liar.

There is no trace of error or likeness to untruth in the words of
the Lord. He is the truth; therefore His words are truth, for they
are His life.

Psalm 119
1 Your word is true from the beginning; and every one of your
righteous judgments endures for ever.

Unto us the Lord says,

Matthew 5
7 Let your communication be Yea, yea; Nay, nay; for whatsoever
is more than these comes of evil.
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Also,

1 Peter 4
"'If any man speak, let him speak as the oracles of God.

That is, the Lord wishes men to speak just as He does, but He
will not have them equivocate. They must not say one thing, and
mean another. This is because there is nothing of that kind in the
words of God. He is not double-minded nor double-tongued.

God is infinite:

Isaiah 40
* There is no searching of His understanding.

Therefore His word is of infinite depth. Eternity will not be long
enough to enable the keenest intellect or the most diligent stu-
dent to exhaust the meaning of any one of the words of the Lord.

Thus it is that we can always return to the same word, and find
something fresh and new. It is a sun shining with never-fading
light; a fountain whose waters never fail. Therefore the one who
comes into close acquaintance with the Word of God never tires
of it any more than he tires of the light of the sun, the fresh
beauty of nature, or the sparkling flow of the mountain stream.

By these facts we may understand what some people call the
“double meaning” of the Scriptures. There is in reality no such
thing. God does not require us to be better than He is; but He will
not have our speech Yea and Nay; that is, He, will not have us
speak with a double meaning; therefore we may be sure that He
will not speak that way.

What sometimes appears to be a double meaning in the words
of the Lord, is simply a deeper view into the same meaning that
first appeared. We assumed that we had fathomed the full mean-
ing of the Word; in our self-conceit we did not dream that the
Lord could think greater thoughts than we could, and so we as-
sumed that our grasp of the passage was all there was to it, at
least in that direction.
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And then when we chanced to see something more in it, we
thought that it must be still another meaning. But it was not so.
We were simply by His grace looking a little deeper into the foun-
tain; and He would have us understand that what we had thought
was the bottom, was only the limit of our previous eyesight; now
the Spirit has opened our eyes to see a little further into...

1 Corinthians 2
1 ..the deep things of God.

The knowledge and remembrance of these truths concerning
the Word will save us from two errors in studying the Bible:

1. We shall never assume that we know all that may be
known even of any single portion of it. No matter how well
acquainted we may he with any part of the Bible, we shall
know that there is always much more in it for us to learn.

2. We shall on the other hand not fall into the error that we

cannot absolutely depend on what any text says, unless we
know every text that has any bearing on the same subject.

One error is as bad as the other for either one keeps us from
coming to the knowledge of the truth.

It is very evident that we can never learn what the Lord would
have us learn from His Word, if we assume that we know it all
now. But it is just as evident that we shall never believe anything
with certainty, if we labor under the fear that we may possibly
come across another text which will overthrow or change the
meaning of the one that we have before us.

Not long ago we read a portion of a conversation on the Bible,
in which one of the speakers, a lady, said,

“We cannot take one verse of the Scripture and say this is the
way, the truth, and the life, but must compare scripture with
scripture”

This is a very common opinion even among those who mean to
reverence the Word of God. They do not realize that they are vir-
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tually saying that none of God’s words are absolutely true in
themselves, but that we must collate them all, and strike an aver-
age, in order to get at the real truth. That is a terrible charge to
bring against the Lord.

Proverbs 30
> Every word of God is pure.

We are to live...

Deuteronomy 8
’...by every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God.

Every word is truth and life. Any word of the Lord is sufficient
to give life to the one who receives it as the Word of the Lord. If a
man knew only one verse of the Bible, and believed it, he would
be saved by it. This does not disparage any other word, for every
other word has the same power, and although any one word is
sufficient for salvation, it is much better to have more than one,
yea, to have them all.

A tallow candle gives light, which is just as real light, and of the
same kind, as that which the sun gives; and while the candle will
suffice to light us through a dark passage, we should rejoice much
more in the sunshine.

Some time ago a friend of the writer referred to Luther’s con-
troversy over the Lord’s Supper, as an instance of the error of
supposing that any one text expressed absolute truth in itself. It is
well known that Luther kept repeating the words,

Matthew 26
% This is my body,

—and would not be moved from them. Yet he was wholly wrong
in his position concerning the bread of the Lord’s Supper. And
why? Was it because he stood so firmly for the exact and literal
meaning of the Word of the Lord? No; not by any means; it was
because he did not take the words of the Lord absolutely.
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If he had taken the words which he so often repeated, just as
they were spoken by the Lord, he would have had no trouble, but
would have been led into a greater truth than anybody thought of
at that time. Jesus said, as He took the bread,

% This is my body.

He did not say that it would become His body after something
had been done to it, or some words had been repeated over it, but
that it was His body, just as He took it up. Luther did not believe
that, nor do many today.

What Luther meant, when he repeated the words of Christ, was
that the bread became the body of Christ, after the priest had
transformed it. But that, you can see, was not at all what the Lord
said. That was not holding to the text, but was widely departing
from it.

What the Lord said, and what He would have us understand ev-
ery day of our lives, is that the bread from which we get our life
day by day, conveys to us His own life, by which alone we live.
There is no life but His. He is the life. He is the body, the sub-
stance, the reality, of everything that is of any value. He is the
true and living Bread.

If it were not for His life in the bread that we eat, it would not
be food, and we could get no life from it. He would have us take
His words as absolute literal truth; and if we do that, we shall find
that there is life in them. Jeremiah knew this truth, when he said,

Jeremiah 15
' Your words were found, and | did eat them; and your word was
unto me the joy and rejoicing of my heart.

It was by giving the children of Israel bread in the desert, that
God sought to impress on them the fact that man lives only by
every word that proceeds out of His mouth.* Let us learn this les-
son, and...

% See Deuteronomy 8:3.
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1 Peter 2
2 As new-born babes desire the sincere milk of the Word,

—in order that we may be filled with righteousness.

22. Psalm 14: God Looked Down

Present Truth, October 24, 1901
Original title: Back Page
Psalm 14:2

Psalm 14
> God looked down from heaven upon the children of men...

What for?

2 ...to see if there were any that did understand, that did seek
God.

ANY people judge God by themselves, and imagine that
He is looking on man to discover imperfections.

One looks for what one wishes to find; and God does not desire
to find evil. There is enough of evil; but God is certain to find all
the good there is.

What are you looking for?
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23. Psalm 15: Comments

Signs of the Times, December 3, 1885
Original title: Comments on Psalm 15
Psalm 15:1-5

Psalm 15
' Lord, who shall abide in your tabernacle? who shall dwell in
your holy hill?

HIS is certainly a most pertinent question. If a person desires
to go to a certain place, his first inquiry will be as to how he
is to get there.

Now there are few persons who do not have a desire for eternal
life; few do not entertain a faint hope, though often without rea-
son, that they will at last by some means have an entrance into
the holy city. Then the question of the psalmist should be con-
stantly on their minds; that is, they should constantly be search-
ing for an answer to it.

No one will enter Heaven by accident; no one will dwell in the
“holy hill” without knowing positively by what means he got
there. As surely as the joys in the presence of the Lord are real, so
surely are the steps to them real.

Acts 14
2 We must through much tribulation enter into the kingdom of
God.

Fortunately, we are not left to grope in darkness for the way to
Zion, nor need we be at a loss to know when we have found it.
The inspired psalmist has answered his own question. Let us then
examine it together. Here is the first part of the answer:

vs. 2: He that walks uprightly, and works righteousness, and
speaks the truth in his heart.

vs. 3: He that backbites not with his tongue, nor does evil to his
neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor.
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The first clause seems to cover it all:

Psalm 15
? He that walks uprightly.

We hear a great deal nowadays about “crooked” dealings. The
way that leads to life is too narrow to allow any “crooked” person
to walk in it. Every one in it must be upright. Reader, do you real-
ize what that means? Do any of us fully appreciate what it is to
do right? It is simply to “keep straight” all the time; to be upright;
to not deviate at all from a perfect standard. It is to...

Hebrews 12
¥ Make straight paths for your feet,

—and to walk in them continually, and not simply occasionally.
The great reason why many professed Christians make so little
progress in the Christian life, is that they have so low a standard
of Christianity. What is the proper standard? John says:

1 John 2
% He that says he abides in Him, ought himself also so to walk
even as He walked.

Christ is the perfect pattern. He is the way and the truth.

1 Peter 2
2 [He] did no sin, neither was guile found in His mouth.

This was because the law of God was in His heart.

Psalm 40
® | delight to do your will, O my God: yea, your law is within my
heart.

Then if we would walk “uprightly,” as Christ walked, we must
also have the law of God in our hearts; for David says of the one
who has the law of God in his heart:

Psalm 37
' The law of his God is in his heart; none of his steps shall slide.
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So if one wishes to know how much the law of God requires of
him, let him examine carefully the life of Christ. In his life we see
a living exemplification of the law.

But if the law requires a walk like that of Christ, if perfect obe-
dience to the law’s requirements makes a man like Christ, then
certainly the law will condemn the one whose life is not like
Christ’s. If we deviate from the pattern which Christ has set, then
we are condemned. Surely it is no small thing to be a Christian.
But the psalmist has specified some things:

vs. 2: He that...speaks the truth in his heart.

Outwardly a man’s deportment may be correct; his morals may
be fully up to the standard of the very best society, and yet he
may be a gross violator of the law, and may be more guilty before
God than one who sins openly and recklessly.

1 Samuel 16
7 Man looks on the outward appearance, but the Lord looks on
the heart.

But no one must fall into the error that he can keep the law in
his heart, and break it openly. Many have fallen into this error;
for this is just what they mean when they talk about keeping the
law in spirit and not in letter.

Matthew 12
* Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks;

and

Proverbs 23
7 As a man thinks in his heart, so is he.

A man may keep the law outwardly, and violate it really, in his
heart; but it is an utter impossibility for anyone to keep the law in
his heart, and violate the letter of it. So if a man keeps the fourth
commandment “in his heart,” if he keeps the spirit of that com-
mandment, he will keep holy the seventh day of the week, and no
other.
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vs. 3: He that backbites not with his tongue, nor does evil to his
neighbor, nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor.

Webster gives the following definition of the word “backbite”:

“To censure, slander, reproach, or speak evil of, in the absence
of the person traduced.”

Notice that according to this definition, backbiting is not neces-
sarily speaking falsely against an absent one; the things said may
be true, and yet it may be backbiting. It is speaking evil of a
neighbor that is condemned. This is still farther shown by the ex-
pression,

vs. 3: ...nor takes up a reproach against his neighbor.

If a man commits a sin, that is a reproach to him; for Solomon
says that:

Proverbs 14
* Sin is a reproach to any people.

Now if one neighbor has actually done wrong, and we take up
his case and make it a subject of conversation, criticizing it of
course, we are backbiting. This of course does not include those
instances in which a man’s case is considered by those in posi-
tions of authority, with a view to reclaiming him, or of preventing
him from leading others astray.

If it is a sin to speak evil of one when the things uttered are
true how much worse must it be when the reports are false? The
ninth commandment says:

Exodus 20
' You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

This does not mean simply that we must not swear falsely
against him in court, or that we must not at any time tell what we
know is not true; but it means that we must not tell what we do
not know to be true.

96 Gleanings from the Psalms



The man who hears something to the detriment of his neighbor,
and repeats it to others, not knowing that it is true, is guilty of
bearing false witness, as well as of taking up a reproach against
his neighbor. The ninth commandment means a great deal more
than we are apt to think it does. And so it is with all the com-
mandments. They are, indeed...

Psalm 119
% ...exceeding broad.

Here is a safe and simple rule to follow with our fellowmen:

Leviticus 19
® You shall love your neighbor as yourself.

He who does this fulfills the whole law, so far as it relates to
man. That means that we must be as careful of our brother’s repu-
tation as we would be of our own. When we are about to repeat
something to the detriment of anyone, stop and consider whether
we would like to have him repeat such a thing about us. If this
rule were followed, it would shut out a great amount of gossip
and slander.

For there is such a thing as going to extremes. There are proper
times to speak about another, even to tell things that are to his
detriment. In a court of law, a man must witness to the truth, that
justice may be done. So, also, the proper authorities in the church
are to be notified when a brother persists in wrong-doing. This is
in the interest of good order and discipline. The Bible says:

Leviticus 19
' You shall not hate your brother in your heart; you shall in any
wise rebuke your neighbor, and not suffer sin upon him.

He who covers up wrong in another, neither trying to restore
him, nor informing those who could restore him, becomes a...

1 Timothy 5
2 ...partaker of other men’s sins.
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Here is another specification:

vs. 4: In whose eyes a vile person is contemned; but he honors

them that fear the Lord.
This does not mean that we are to despise and shun sinners, nor
that we are to be uncivil to anybody. We are to show...

Titus 3
2 ..all meekness unto all men.

And we are to be like Christ, who came to save that which was
lost. While He hated sin, He was the sinner’s friend, and He
sought their society, not for the sake of their society, but that He
might do them good.

But a “vile person,” a reprobate, is not to be esteemed. Remem-
ber that the text does not discriminate. It does not say that you
must despise a vile person if he is poor, but that you may honor a
reprobate who is wealthy. That is the way of the world, but it is
not the Lord’s way. If society would adopt as a rule the fourth
verse of this psalm, it would very soon be purged of a terrible
load of corruption.

vs. 4: ...but he honors them that fear the Lord.
One of the special requirements of an elder is that he be...

Titus 1
®...a lover of good men.

And one of the sins charged against the people of the last days
is that they are...

2 Timothy 3
?...despisers of those that are good.

There is to be no discrimination; the poorest and most ignorant
man, if he is a God-fearing man, is worthy of more honor that the
profligate prince or millionaire. There is no honor that a man can
receive that will outrank the honor which God gives, in imparting
His grace to the humble.
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Jeremiah 9

2 Thus says the Lord, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom,
neither let the mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich
man glory in his riches;

* But let him that glories glory in this, that he understands and
knows me, that | am the Lord which exercise lovingkindness,
judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things |
delight, says the Lord.

vs. 5: He that puts not out his money to usury, nor takes reward
against the innocent.

By comparing this text with Exodus 22:25; Leviticus 25:35-37;

Deuteronomy 23:19-20, we see that the entire prohibition of taking

usury was only from brethren; from strangers it was allowable to

receive usury. This was no injustice; for extortion or unjust gain

is expressly condemned everywhere. We are commanded to...

Galatians 6
' Do good to all men as we have opportunity, but especially unto
them who are of the household of faith.

It is just for a man to receive reasonable compensation for
means which represents his own labor; still the Bible clearly
teaches that a man must not be a taker of usury, that is, that must
not be his business.

It is almost impossible for a man to engage in the business of
money lending without taking advantage of the necessities of
others, and thus violating the command to love his neighbor as
himself. This is why we are positively forbidden to exact usury
from the poor.

Leviticus 25

% And if your brother be waxen poor, and fallen in decay with
you; then you shall relieve him: yea, though he be a stranger, or a
sojourner; that he may live with you.

% Take no usury of him, or increase: but fear your God; that your
brother may live with you.

’ You shall not give him your money upon usury, nor lend him
your victuals for increase.
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1 Timothy 6

° But they that will be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and
into many foolish and hurtful lusts, which drown men in de-
struction and perdition.

vs. 5: He that does these things shall never be moved.

Let a person live fully up to the 15" Psalm, and he will surely
have eternal life. He who does so, will be a perfect man; he will

fulfill all the law.

“Why,” says the objector, “you don’t take Christ into the ac-
count of all”

Not so fast. We said that the one who should carry out the reg-
ulations laid down in Psalm 15 would have eternal life, and in so
saying we only echoed the words of the inspired writer. But who
can fulfill them? Says Christ,

John 15
® Without me you can do nothing.

The unrenewed man would find it an utter impossibility to do
what is required. Even his best endeavors would come so far
short of the standard as to sink him into perdition.

More than this, supposing that it were possible for a man to do
in his own strength what is required; where could the person be
found who has ever come anywhere near the standard? With the
exception of Christ, no such person ever lived on earth. Then how
much profit could one derive from his future good deeds, even if
he could perform them? Not a particle.

The blood of Jesus Christ, and that alone, can cleanse from sin.
He whose sins are forgiven is a new creature in Christ, and it is
not till then that he can perform works that are acceptable to

God.

Ephesians 2
8 For by grace are you saved through faith; and that not of your-
selves; it is the gift of God,;
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° Not of works, lest any man should boast.

' For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good
works, which God has before ordained that we should walk in
them.

Lo ho st
o -4."’"
«7//;'/://1.
{

Captivating Bible Stories, 1913
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24. Psalm 16

Medical Missionary, Daily Bread, June 1904
Psalm 16:5, 6, 8, 11

God is My Inheritance
Wednesday, June 22

Psalm 16

> The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; You
have been my help; leave me not, neither forsake me, O God of
my salvation.

HIS is what everyone receives who gives up himself. How
can it be called “giving up,” when infinitely more is received
in return? To Abraham God said:

Genesis 15
'l am your shield, and your exceeding great reward.

Now...

Galatians 3
#1f you be Christ’s, then are you Abraham’s seed, and heirs ac-
cording to the promise.

That is, you are “heirs of God,—not of His possessions, but of
himself. Think what it means to have God for your portion,—to
inherit His life and character,—until the greatness of the thought
fills your soul.

A Goodly Heritage
Thursday, June 23

Psalm 16
% The lines have fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, | have a
goodly heritage.

Here we have the idea of our inheritance surveyed, and our
portion allotted us. The lines have been run, and there is nothing
to hinder us from taking possession of our “goodly heritage”

How extensive is it? It includes all creation; for...
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Colossians 1
7 ...in Him all things consist.

This is why the Christian will not contend for his rights; there
is nothing to fight for, because he has all things in God, and no
one can deprive Him of God.

Immovable
Friday, June 24

Psalm 16

® | have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right
hand, | shall not be moved.

Who has power to “set the Lord” always before him? Can any-
body move the Lord about at will? Can one bring the Lord down
from above, and set Him at his right hand? Certainly not: but one
can recognize the abiding presence, and be established by it, as no
one can who does not know that the Lord is in the place.

Be sure that if God is at your right hand, He will take hold of it:
that is the reason why you will not fall. No matter where we are,
even though it be...

Psalm 139
? ...in the uttermost parts of the sea,

—even there shall His right hand hold us.

Unshaken as the sacred hills,
And fixed as mountains stand,
Firm as a rock the soul shall rest.
That trusts the Almighty hand.”

The Path of Life and Joy
Sabbath, June 25

Psalm 16
" You will show me the path of life: in your presence is fullness
of joy; at your right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

¥ Isaac Watts, The Psalms of David (1719), Psalm 125: “The Saint’s Trial and
Safety”
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If God is always before us, even at our right hand, and there is
“fullness of joy” in His presence, surely we ought always to be
full of joy. And so we should, if we only in our minds set Him al-
ways before us. Our joy is full when we have...

1John 1
3 ..fellowship with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

This joy comes from seeing and knowing the Word of life. This
is the path of life, for the living Word is both the water and the
life. When God shows us the path of life, it is only that we may
walk in it; and if we walk in the path of life we must surely live.
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25. Psalm 16: Our Inheritance

Present Truth, May 9, 1895
Psalm 16:5, 6, 8

HE language of the Bible is that which the Holy Spirit puts

into the mouths of men. Wherever we find an expression of
hope and confidence in God, or the acknowledgment of any gifts
from God, no matter by whom it is written, it is an inspired state-
ment of what it is the privilege of every man to say. It is with this
fact in mind that we should read the Scriptures. With it before us,
let us read:

Psalm 16

* The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup; you
maintain my lot.

¢ The lines are fallen unto me in pleasant places; yea, | have a
goodly heritage.

Think of those words, “The Lord is the portion of my inheri-
tance.” Truly, that is “a goodly heritage” Do you realize what it
means? Surely it means nothing less than what the words say:
that God himself is our inheritance.

Psalm 73
% My heart and my flesh fails; but God is the strength of my
heart, and my portion for ever.

Our Saviour has taught us to call God “Our Father” Of course
no one will do this unless he believes the Lord; but it is the privi-
lege of every one who believes the Lord to call God his Father,
and to know that he is a son of God.

John 1

""He [Christ] came unto His own, and His own received Him
not.

2 But as many as received Him, to them gave He power to be-
come the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.

In place of the word “power,” in this text, we have the marginal
rendering, “right or privilege” Those who believe on the name of
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Christ have the privilege to become the sons of God. It is not sim-
ply the right to be called the sons, but the power actually to be-
come sons.

Romans 8

" For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the sons
of God.

' For you have not received the spirit of bondage again to fear;
but you have received the Spirit of adoption, whereby we cry,
Abba, Father.

'® The Spirit itself bears witness with our spirit, that we are the
children of God;

7 And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with
Christ.

As stated above, we have not simply the privilege to be called
the sons of God, but the right and power actually to be sons. The
words “Father” and “son,” applied to God and us, are not simply
empty terms, but expressions of actual fact. The relationship be-
tween believers in God is as real as that between children and
earthly parents. Let us read a few texts on this point.

1John5
" Whosoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God.

1 Peter 1
» Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible,
by the Word of God, which lives and abides for ever.

Again we are told that the Divine power of Jesus our Lord has...

2 Peter 1

?...given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness,
through the knowledge of Him that has called us to glory and
virtue;

* Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious prom-
ises; that by these you might be partakers of the Divine nature.

Ephesians 2
> [We are] by nature the children of wrath,
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-because as children of Adam we are partakers of fallen human
nature. Every one may truly say, with the Apostle Paul,

Romans 7
' For | know that in me, that is, in my flesh, dwells no good
thing,

—and with David,

Psalm 51
3 Behold, | was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother con-
ceive me.

Romans 5
2 By one man sin entered into the world and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned.

We find ourselves in this world with impulses to sin, which we
are not able to resist.

Galatians 5

' For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the
flesh; and these are contrary the one to the other; so that you
cannot do the things that you would.

Romans 7
" For we know that the law is spiritual; but | am carnal, sold un-
der sin.

To many it seems unjust that God should hold men accountable
for their deeds, and should threaten punishment to the ungodly,
since we are not responsible for being brought into the world, nor
for the sin and weakness which we inherited from our ancestors.

But such do not take into account the better inheritance which
we have through the grace of God. The Word of God brings to us
exceeding great and precious promises. Faith in that Word effects
a new birth for us, and we thus become sons of God, and partak-
ers of the Divine nature.

That is, just as by our natural birth we inherit the weakness and
sin of human nature, so by our spiritual birth through the prom-
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ises of God we inherit the righteousness and strength of the Di-
vine nature. God is our Father indeed, and the new birth is a real-
ity, and not a figure of speech.

As by nature we inherit the tendencies and characteristics of
our earthly parents, even so by grace we inherit the ways and na-
ture of our heavenly Father. Is not that indeed “a goodly her-
itage™?

Think of the expression, “heirs of God.” That is, as the Psalmist
said,

Psalm 16
® The Lord is the portion of my inheritance.

Not merely do we inherit His property, but we inherit himself.
He himself is our portion. We receive God himself. We draw our
life from Him, and through faith partake of His Divine nature.
God himself is our portion and our inheritance, and that includes
everything that is worth having here or hereafter.

See how plainly this blessed truth is stated in the Scriptures. We
know that we are born sinful, and have often felt discouraged be-
cause of it, and sometimes even inclined to reproach God for it;
but let us instead thank God and take courage as we read:

Romans 5

'® As by the offense of one judgment came upon all men to con-
demnation; even so by the righteousness of One the free gift
came upon all men unto justification of life.

¥ For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so
by the obedience of One shall many be made righteous.

And again:

Romans 6

¥ As you have yielded your members servants to uncleanness
and to iniquity unto iniquity; even so now yield your members
servants to righteousness unto holiness.
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That is to say, when we yield to God, His power works in us in
just the same way that the power of sin worked in us by nature,
only to a greater degree,

Romans 5

' For if by one man’s offense death reigned by one; much more
they which receive abundance of grace and of the gift of right-
eousness shall reign in life by One, Jesus Christ.

Ephesians 3
% [God does] exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or

think.
His plan is to give us...

2 Peter 1
' ...an abundant entrance into the kingdom.

He does nothing by halves. As God is more powerful than Sa-
tan, so His righteousness is more powerful than sin, and so when
we yield to Him the power that works good in us is stronger than
the power that formerly worked evil in us. Surely we have no rea-
son to waste time mourning over inherited tendencies to evil.

And God is no respecter of persons. Jesus Christ tasted death
for every man. The grace of God brings this salvation to all men.

Revelation 22
" Whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.

John 1
° [Christ is] the true Light, that lights every man that comes into
the world.

He has not left a soul without excuse, because His grace is man-
ifested in every soul. Although there is “no good thing”* in the
flesh, there is no man who is totally depraved, because the Spirit
of God works in every heart. Generous and noble traits are seen
in even the worst characters,—evidences of what God is anxious
to do in them all the time if they will only let Him.

** Romans 7:18.
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The inheritance of righteousness is ours while we say further
with the Psalmist,

Psalm 16
® | have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right
hand I shall not be moved.

We are made partakers of the Divine nature, and changed into
the Divine image, only while we steadfastly behold the glory of
God; and this glory we find in His Word.

A glory in the Word we find
When grace restores our sight.”

Jesus Christ is...

John 3
'8 _..the only begotten Son of God.

But in Him,

Ephesians 1
"We have obtained an inheritance.

The Father has bestowed the wonderful love upon us,

1John 3
! ...that we should be called the sons of God,

—just the same as Christ himself, so that we are...

Romans 8
7 ...joint-heirs with Jesus Christ.

We may be in this world even as He is,** and we may know that
God loves us even as He loves Christ.

Finally, we have our assurance made doubly sure when we re-
member that the language of the 16™ Psalm applies to Christ. We
know this from the last verses, which are quoted and commented

% Unknown Hymn: The Glory of the Word. First appeared in J. Campbell’s
Comprehensive Hymn Book, 1837.
% 1 John 4:17.
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on in Acts 2:25-31. It is the language of Christ himself, put by the
Holy Spirit into the mouth of David. And so it is also the lan-
guage of David, and if of David, then of every other man who has
a mind to make it his own.

In this we see that although Christ is the only begotten Son of
God, before all things, and the Creator of all things, yet He identi-
fies himself with us, and us with Him.

1 John 4
17 ..as He is, so are we in this world.

He became man, being...

Hebrews 2
7 _..in all things made like unto His brethren,

-so that by the grace of God we have all the advantages that He
has. Everything that Christ as the Son of God inherits from the
Father, is ours in like measure, if we but receive Him by faith.

Ephesians 4

7 Unto every one of us is given grace according to the measure of
the gift of Christ.

2 Corinthians 9
' Thanks be unto God for His unspeakable gift.
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26. Psalm 16: God Takes Hold of Your Hand

Present Truth, August 4, 1904
Psalm 16:8

Psalm 16
% | have set the Lord always before me; because He is at my right
hand, | shall not be moved.

HO has power to “set the Lord” always before him? Can
anybody move the Lord about at will? Can one bring the
Lord down from above, and set Him at His right hand?

Certainly not; but one can recognize the abiding presence, and
be established by it, as no one can who does not know that the
Lord is in the place. Be sure that if God is at your right hand, He
will take hold of it; that is the reason why you will not fall.

No matter where we are, even though it be “in the uttermost
parts of the sea,” even there shall His right hand hold us.

Psalm 139

° If | take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea;

' Even there shall your hand lead me, and your right hand shall
hold me.

Unshaken as the sacred hills.
And fixed as mountains stand,

Firm as a rock the soul shall rest,
That trusts th’Almighty hand.”

%7 Isaac Watts, The Psalms of David (1719), Psalm 125: “The Saint’s Trial and
Safety”
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27. Psalm 16: Joy in the Lord

Present Truth, August 16, 1894
Psalm 16:11

I SUPPOSE that the most common idea of God is that He is
gloomy and austere, and too much absorbed in the great busi-
ness of managing the universe to take any pleasure. Satan likes to
have men think of God as unattractive. But the fact is that God is
joy itself:

Psalm 16

"In your presence is fullness of joy; at your right hand there are
pleasures for evermore.

Romans 10
' For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink; but righteous-
ness, and peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.

Love and joy are the very first among the fruits of the Spirit.

Galatians 5
22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy...

Joy is inseparable from the Lord. Therefore everyone who
knows the Lord must be joyful.

When professed followers of Christ give unbelievers the idea
that if they begin to serve the Lord they will have to become
gloomy, they misrepresent the Lord.

The only strength of the Christian is the joy of the Lord:

Nehemiah 8
10 ..the joy of the Lord is your strength.
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28. Psalm 16: The Joy of Life

Present Truth, April 18, 1901
Original title: Back Page
Psalm 16:11
HE most enjoyable thing in life is life itself. The people who
talk about not enjoying life, do not know what life is. Real
life brings joy, because in the presence of the Lord, who is our
life, there is fullness of joy.

Psalm 16
" You will show me the path of life: in your presence is fullness
of joy; at your right hand there are pleasures for evermore.

The message of eternal life is sent to us, that our joy may be

full.

1John 1

' That which was from the beginning, which we have heard,
which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked upon,
and our hands have handled, of the Word of life;

2 (For the life was manifested, and we have seen it, and bear wit-
ness, and shew unto you that eternal life, which was with the Fa-
ther, and was manifested unto us;)

* That which we have seen and heard declare we unto you, that
you also may have fellowship with us: and truly our fellowship is
with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.

* And these things we write unto you, that your joy may be full.

So if anybody finds himself downhearted, and “getting no en-
joyment out of life,” the remedy is to “lay hold on eternal life”
with a firm grasp.

1 Timothy 6
12 _..lay hold on eternal life, whereunto you are also called.
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29. Psalm 16: Fullness of Joy

Present Truth, April 30, 1903
Psalm 16:11

Psalm 16
""In your presence, there is fullness of joy.

And again he asks:

Psalm 139
”Where shall | flee from your presence?

No one can escape from the presence of the Lord. Therefore it is
not simply in heaven, but in earth also that there is fullness of joy
for every one who will believe it.

30. Psalm 17

Medical Missionary, Daily Bread, June 1904
Psalm 17:4,5, 8,9, 15

Kept from the Paths of Death
Sunday, June 26
Psalm 17

* Concerning the works of men, by the word of your lips | have
kept me from the paths of the destroyer.

IN THIS text and the last one we have two paths set before us—
the path of life and the path of the destroyer. But however
many those paths of death may be, we may keep ourselves from
them all by the words of the Lord’s mouth, always provided that
we search for and find those words and feed upon them.

Kept From Slipping
Monday, June 27

Psalm 17
> Hold up my goings in your paths, that my footsteps slip not.
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What a grand assurance this inspired prayer is that God will
hold us, so that our footsteps will not slip. This He is sure to do, if
we walk in His paths. This is walking with God.

How blessed to start out in the morning, too weak to stand
alone, and not knowing the way that we are to go, and yet to
know that all the day our feet will not slip, that we shall be led...

Psalm 107
7 ...by the right way,

-where we may...

Isaiah 40
31 _.walk and not faint.

Saved from Enemies
Tuesday, June 28

Psalm 17

7 Show your marvelous lovingkindness, O You that save by your
right hand them which put their trust in You from those that rise
up against them.

All that is necessary, in order that we may be comforted by this
text, is for us to know the simple rendering of it as given in the
margin.

Psalm 17 [margin]
7 God saves them that put their trust in Him, from those who
rise up against His right hand.

Enemies may think that they are fighting against us, but the
Lord has declared that it is He that they are rising up against, and
not us. You cannot for a moment suppose that it is possible for
any enemy to break down the guard of God’s right hand; then
why need we worry over what enemies are trying to do to us?
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The Apple of the Eye
Wednesday, June 29

Psalm 17

® Keep me as the apple of the eye, hide me under the shadow of
your wings,

° From the wicked that oppress me, from my deadly enemies,
who compass me about.

The whole Bible contains no more expressive figure of safe-
keeping than this, that God keeps us as the apple of the eye. How
closely we guard our eyes, and even though we be off our guard,
it is almost impossible for a blow to come so suddenly that the
eyelid will not close down to protect the eyeball. Even so care-
fully does God guard those who take refuge under His wings.”

Satisfied to Look Upon God
Thursday, June 30

Psalm 17
| will behold your face in righteousness: | shall be satisfied,
when | awake, with your likeness.

Note the exact wording and the punctuation of the text. It is
not, as often quoted, that we shall be satisfied when we awake in
His likeness. That would be the expression of selfishness. The
statement is that when we awake to...

1John 3
2 _see Him as He is,

-we shall be so satisfied with the sight that we shall have no
desire to look at anything else. Our highest bliss, our greatest re-
ward, will be that we shall see His face.

But unless we learn to discern His countenance here, and get
some glimpses of His beauty, we cannot know that the fullness of
His glory will be all-satisfying. It is what we see now that makes
us want to see Him constantly.

% Psalm 57:1.
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31. Psalm 17: Can God Defend Himself?

Present Truth, September 5, 1901
Psalm 17:7

Psalm 17

7 Show your marvelous lovingkindness, O You that save by your
right hand them which put their trust in You from those that rise
up against them.

THIS is very comforting, for:

Psalm 118
'® The right hand of the Lord does valiantly.

But if you will look at the marginal reading you will find an ex-
act translation of the Hebrew of the last part of this verse, which
is much stronger than the paraphrase which the translators
thought best to put in the body of the text. Thus we may read it:

“Show [or, make distinguished, prominent] your loving-kind-
ness, O You that save them which trust in You from those that
rise up against your right hand”

God counts every attack on us as directed against himself, and
so it indeed is, since...

Acts 17
B _.in Him we live.

Then the oft-repeated, and oftener thought query,
“Can God save me?”

—-may be changed for,
“Can God successfully defend himself?”

But to ask such a question is to answer it, and so there is an end
to doubt and fear. What a blessed thing it is to know that our life
is...

1 Samuel 25
» _bound in the bundle of life with the Lord,
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—and is as safe as His.

Bible Pictures, 1897
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32. Psalm 18: The Lord Our Refuge

Present Truth, November 9, 1893
Original title: Front Page
Psalm 18:2, 30

HE accompanying picture is a

striking likeness of an ancient
stronghold, as those who have seen
many of the ruined castles of Eu-
rope can testify. Situated upon the
very summit of a solitary peak, the
sides of which were almost as steep
as the walls of the castle itself, such
a stronghold was almost inaccessi-
ble to an enemy.

Very similar to a castle repre-
sented in the cut, is the Wartburg, “& %2
in Germany. It was to this castle S
that Luther was carried by his friends, when he was returning
from the Diet at Worms, an outlaw because of the faith; and in it
he was kept for ten months, in order that he might be preserved
from his enemies, who sought to take his life.

The castle had been a familiar sight to Luther in his boyhood,
for he had attended school in Eisenach, at the foot of the moun-
tain; and it was doubtless this castle that prompted his notable
hymn,

“Ein Feste Burg ist Unser Gott.””

For God is represented in the Bible as a high tower, and a
strong place of refuge, into which men may flee for safety. Thus
we read,

¥ In English: “A Mighty Fortress is Our God”
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Proverbs 18
' The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into
it and it is safe.

Psalm 18

> The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my
God, my strong rock, in Him will | trust; my shield, and the horn
of my salvation, and my high tower.

In the passage last quoted, the word “trust,” is from the word
which in many places in the Revised Version is translated “take
refuge” This is strictly literal, and makes the picture much more
vivid. We shall so render it in the passages that follow. So the text
ought to read:

Psalm 18 [RV]
> The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my
God, my strong rock, in Him will | take refuge.

This is in keeping with the idea expressed in Proverbs 18:10,
above quoted. In the 18" Psalm we read:

Psalm 18
% As for God, His way is perfect; the word of the Lord is tried; He
is a shield unto them that take refuge in Him.

Just as Luther found refuge in the Wartburg from the enemies
who would have taken his life, so we may find protection in the
Lord, from the enemies of our souls. Read:

Psalm 31

' Oh how great is your goodness, which You have laid up for
them that fear You; which You have wrought for them that trust
in You before the sons of men!

% You shall hide them in the secret of your presence from the
pride of man; You shall keep them secretly in a pavilion from the
strife of tongues.

2 Blessed be the Lord; for He has showed me His marvelous
kindness in a strong city.

Take notice that those who take refuge in the Lord are to be
kept in the secret of His presence from the pride of man. Not
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from the pride of men, but from the pride of man,—from human
pride; that is, each one from his own pride. It is pride that causes
man’s destruction:

Proverbs 16
' Pride goes before destruction, and a haughty spirit before a

fall.
But the Lord is meek and lowly in heart:

Matthew 11
» Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and
lowly in heart: and you shall find rest unto your souls.

And those who take refuge in Him are protected from the de-
struction of pride by being encompassed with His humility. They
are partakers of His righteousness, which is salvation.

Still further, they are to be kept secretly in a pavilion from the
strife of tongues. No man can be injured by any strife of tongues,
in which his own tongue does not partake. The tongue is an un-
ruly evil, full of deadly poison.

James 3
° It sets on fire the course of nature; and it is set on fire of hell.

But from this the Lord offers a sure refuge. The tongue of the
man that is in Him, will not utter both blessing and cursing, but
will...

Psalm 34
! ...bless the Lord at all times,
-saying,

Psalm 31
2 Blessed be the Lord; for He has shown me His marvelous lov-
ing kindness and a strong city.

Psalm 36
"How precious is your loving kindness, O God! And the children
of men take refuge under the shadow of your wings.
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Again, read these comforting words:

Psalm 91

' He that dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty.

21 will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my God; in Him will
| trust.

* Surely He shall deliver you from the snare of the fowler, and
from the noisome pestilence.

* He shall cover you with His feathers, and under His wings shall
you trust; His truth shall be your shield and buckler.

And again:

Psalm 57

' Be merciful unto me, O God, be merciful unto me; for my soul
trusts in You; yea, in the shadow of your wings will | make my
refuge, until these calamities be overpast.

21 will cry unto God Most High; unto God that performs all
things for me.

Earthly castles could never afford a perfectly safe refuge, for
there was a possibility of their being taken; but,

Psalm 125

' They that trust in the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which can-
not be removed, but abides for ever.

2 As the mountains are round about Jerusalem, so the Lord is
round about His people from henceforth even for ever.

Here is another comforting assurance:

Nahum 1
"The Lord is good, a strong hold in the day of trouble; and He
knows them that trust in Him.

We read that the wicked...

Psalm 37

12 ..plots against the righteous, and gnashes upon him with his
teeth;

¥ [But] the salvation of the righteous is of the Lord; He is their
stronghold in the time of trouble.
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“ And the Lord helps them, and rescues them; He rescues them
from the wicked, and saves them, because they have taken
refuge in Him.

These things are not figures of speech, but they are real. Even
now we may know that the presence of the Lord to protect is as
real as any stone wall that was ever built, and infinitely more
safe. And the blessedness of the whole thing is that anyone may
have this refuge.

Faith will build a wall of defense as high as heaven itself,—de-
fense not merely from spiritual foes, but from physical ones as
well. But faith is shown by confidence and rejoicing. He who
fears has not faith, because fear is born of doubt. So the Psalmist
says to the Lord,

Psalm 32
" You are my hiding place; You shall preserve me from trouble;
You shall compass me about with songs of deliverance.

Just as the people of Israel were saved from an overwhelming
force, when they began to sing, saying,

2 Chronicles 20
*! Praise the Lord, for His mercy endures for ever,

—so the people of God will always be delivered when they sing
songs of faith and praise. Therefore in the time of greatest danger
they sing,

Isaiah 12

? Behold, God is my salvation; | will trust, and not be afraid; for
the Lord Jehovah is my strength and my song; He also is become
my salvation.
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33. Psalm 18: A Sure Defense

Present Truth, March 30, 1899
Psalm 18:2
Psalm 18
> The Lord is my Rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer; my

God, my strength, in whom | will trust; my buckler, and the horn
of my salvation, and my high tower.

HOW may one experience the ample security which these
words set forth? All can see that the man who is able to
truthfully describe his position in such language could not ask to
be in a safer place. How then can we get into it?

Notice that it is the Lord himself who is a rock and a fortress.
Whoever then possesses the Lord, has, in Him, the shelter from
all evil. This is true of every good thing offered to men by the
Gospel. Not one blessing can be had apart from the Lord, and the
Lord cannot be received without receiving every spiritual bless-

ing.

Ephesians 1
* [God] has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly
places in Christ.

We should not conclude from this that it is a very difficult thing
to get a blessing from the Lord, since it is just as hard to get a sin-
gle blessing as it is to get the fullness of God. Let us view the
matter on the right side, and rejoice that it is just as simple and
easy to be filled with the Holy Spirit and be kept from falling as it
is to get the single blessing which we have often proved it so easy
to seek and find. When we might just as well have all that God
has to give, it is dishonoring to Him to be content with so little.

Colossians 1
¥ It pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell.

And He in whom the fullness dwells is a free gift to sinners.
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John 3
' For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son,

—and,

Romans 8
2 He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

There is a deep and wonderful significance in the words we
read so often, and so unthinkingly,

Exodus 6 [and many others]
71 am the Lord your God.

But is the Lord ours in a practical way, so that we may really
benefit by the fullness that dwells in Him? Is He not inaccessible
for all practical purposes, by reason of His being in heaven while
we are on the earth? No.

Romans 10

¢ Say not in your heart, Who shall ascend into heaven? (that is,
to bring Christ down from above:)

7 Or, Who shall descend into the deep? (that is, to bring up
Christ again from the dead.)

Why are we forbidden to say this in our heart? Because right
there is Christ himself, the living Word of God.

® The Word is near you, even in your mouth, and in your heart.

So let your mouth and heart agree to it, so that you may not
deny Christ, but confess Him.

° If you shall confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus, and shall
believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead,
you shall be saved.

Proverbs 4

» Keep your heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of
life.
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Matthew 12
** Out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks.

Matthew 15

¥ Those things which proceed out of the mouth come forth from
the heart,...

¥ For out of the heart proceed evil thoughts, murders, adulteries,
fornications, thefts, false witness, blasphemies.

Now if Christ live in the heart, and a man be willing to be a
witness to that fact, it is evident that the fountain will send forth

pure waters. The issues of the life will be the issues of Christ’s
life.

Romans 5
' We shall be saved by His life.

Romans 10
' For with the heart man believes unto righteousness; and with
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

In the same way, God, as our Rock, is brought into the life. We
do not need, when we realize the necessity of protection, to go
somewhere to find the fortress. We are already safe inside, for
God himself is the fortress, and...

Acts 17
% In Him we live, and move, and have our being.

The only thing that can endanger us is to forget that we are in
the fortress, and so be deceived into trying to find the protection
in some other place.

Deuteronomy 32
'® Of the Rock that begat you, you are unmindful, and have for-
gotten God that formed you.

The man who knows that God is his fortress will abide in Him,
and so have his mind at rest, in spite of all the foes that vainly
rage outside.
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Psalm 71

"In You, O Lord, do | put my trust; let me never be put to confu-
sion.

’ Be my strong habitation, whereunto | may continually resort:
You have given commandment to save me; for You are my rock
and my fortress.

71 am as a wonder unto many; but You are my strong refuge.

This is not true of a favored few only, God has given command-
ment to save all men, but many will not yield obedience. He is a
rock to all, but some only stumble over it, through unbelief, and
to them it becomes a rock of offense. It is available for all as a
refuge.

Psalm 90
' Lord, You have been our dwelling-place in all generations.

Psalm 91

' He that dwells in the secret place of the Most High shall abide
under the shadow of the Almighty.

1 will say of the Lord, He is my refuge and my fortress; my God,
in Him will | trust.

We are not to limit these statements by saying that they are
spiritual, for this fact does not limit them at all. It gives them the
widest possible scope. Men have thought that they could have
spiritual blessings without these affecting their temporal condi-
tion and circumstances for good, but this was because they did
not understand the real nature of the spiritual blessings.

Romans 8

" If the Spirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in
you, He that raised up Christ from the dead shall also quicken
your mortal bodies by His Spirit that dwells in you.

Where the Spirit of the Lord is there is liberty, such liberty as
Christ had by the Spirit, and, by the Spirit, He had such super-
abundance of liberty that He was not merely free himself, but He
went about delivering the captives, opening the prisons, and heal-
ing all that were oppressed of the devil.

128 Gleanings from the Psalms



So we, when we experience the spiritual security that comes by
dwelling in the fortress, are delivered at the same time from phys-
ical evil.

Psalm 91

7 A thousand shall fall at your side, and ten thousand at your
right hand; but it shall not come near you.

' There shall no evil befall you, neither shall any plague come
near your dwelling.

This is because God is the dwelling himself.

° Because you have made the Lord, which is my refuge, even the
Most High, your habitation.

But if the Lord has been our dwelling-place in all generations,
how is it that evils befall us? Because we choose them, and God
will always respect our choice. It is true we do not want death,
but we want the sin which, when it is finished, brings forth death.

When we are willing that the Lord shall make an end of sin,
root as well as branch, He will do it speedily. His command is,

John 15 [and vs. 7]
4 Abide in me.

And this abiding in Him, which secures us from spiritual ene-
mies, will give us the same safety that Christ himself, our
dwelling-place, enjoys against every form of evil.

Deuteronomy 32
* He is the Rock, His work is perfect: for all His ways are judg-
ment: a God of truth and without iniquity, just and right is He.
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34. Psalm 18: A Large Place

Present Truth, November 8, 1894
Psalm 18:17-19

Psalm 18

' He delivered me from my strong enemy, and from them which
hated me; for they were too strong for me.

'® They prevented me in the day of my calamity; but the Lord
was my stay.

¥ He brought me forth also into a large place; He delivered me,
because He delighted in me.

Again, in Psalm 31, we read,

Psalm 31

71 will be glad and rejoice in your mercy; for You have consid-
ered my trouble; You have known my soul in adversities;

® And have not shut me up into the hand of the enemy: You have
set my feet in a large room.

Once more:

Psalm 118
° | called upon the Lord in distress; the Lord answered me, and
set me in a large place.

HAT is this “large place” in which the Lord sets those at

liberty to call upon Him and put their trust in Him? and
how large is it? A few texts of Scripture will tell us. In the 1
chapter of the Ephesians the apostle prays by the Spirit that we
may be enlightened to...

Ephesians 1

18 _..know what is the hope of His calling, and what the riches of
the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

' And what is the exceeding greatness of His power to us-ward
who believe, according to the working of His mighty power to-
ward us who believe.

In the tenth and eleventh verses we are told that it is in Christ
that we obtain this inheritance; and in the 2™ chapter (verses 4-
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10) we learn that we are made partakers of the inheritance in
Christ because of the great love wherewith God loved us. Now
read the sum of the whole matter in one of the most wonderful
prayers ever uttered:

Ephesians 3

" For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Je-
sus Christ,

> Of whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named,

'® That He would grant you, according to the riches of His glory,
to be strengthened with might by His Spirit in the inner man;

" That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that you, being
rooted and grounded in love,

'® May be able to comprehend with all saints what is the breadth,
and length, and depth, and height;

' And to know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge, that
you might be filled with all the fullness of God.

Here we have set before us the “large place,” and the size of it.
The large place is the love of God which passes knowledge.

For the love of God is broader
Than the measure of man’s mind.*

But the size of it? Well, that is a thing that it will take us all
eternity to discover. As soon as we are rooted and grounded in
love, we may begin to comprehend with all saints what is “the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height,” so as to know the
love of God in Christ for us.

Take your stand wherever you please, and begin the measure-
ment. First, the breadth. Measure both ways from you, as far as
there is any breadth. Where will you stop? There will be no stop-
ping place, for space is as infinite as God himself. So it must be
with the length. The depth and height likewise. There is no limit.
The inheritance, and the riches of the glory of it, which belongs to
the saints, is the whole universe.

* Frederick William Faber, There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy, 1862.
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This is all in Christ, in whom we have redemption,

Colossians 1 [RV]

' For in Him were all things created, and the heavens and upon
the earth, things visible and things invisible, whether thrones or
dominions or principalities or powers; all things have been cre-

ated through Him and unto Him;

' And He is before all things, and in Him all things consist.

Romans 8
2 He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us
all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?

Revelation 21
" He that overcomes shall inherit all things.

But as we are even now to know what is the riches of the glory
of the inheritance, which we now obtain in Christ, it is a fact that
the large place which God sets us in, so that we may be free, is
the boundless universe which His love has prepared for us. The
Psalmist said,

Psalm 119
* 1 will walk at liberty; for | seek your precepts.

And here we have before us...

Romans 8
21 _the glorious liberty of the sons of God.

Here is room in which the mind can expand. Who is it that pre-
sumes to say that the religion of Jesus Christ is narrow?
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35. Psalm 18: The Heavenly Way

Present Truth, September 13, 1900
Psalm 18:30

Psalm 18
% As for God, His way is perfect.

GOD’S way is perfect, no matter in what it is revealed. Be-
cause of the curse it is not seen in the earth as it should be;
yet in spite of the curse, where God in some measure has His
way, we can see His perfection. Look at the flowers of the field.
There we see, the glory of God’s life. Solomon in all his greatness
was not arrayed like a lily of the field.

God’s way for us all is a perfect way. It is the best way; and
when we accept it, and submit to it, that is the best way for us.
Sin came into the world, and marred the perfect work of God. The
Gospel is designed to bring back to every one who will receive it
the perfection of God’s way for man.

To accept it in reality, to make it a living experience in our
lives, bridges over the gulf between us and God, sets up a living
connection between earth and heaven, and makes it possible for
the heavenly way for man to be brought into our earthly life in so
large a measure that through us it can be revealed to others.

Jesus prayed,

Matthew 6
' Your kingdom come, your will be done in earth as it is in
heaven.

That should be the prayer of every follower of Christ. The way
God’s will is done in heaven is revealed in:

Psalm 103
% Bless the Lord, you His angels, that excel in strength, that do
His commandments, hearkening unto His word.

If the Lord’s word had always been hearkened to, there would
never have been any departure from the right. It is because an-
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other word was hearkened to instead of the Lord’s, that all the
imperfection has come into the world. Much of the burden and of
the suffering we have to bear, might be avoided if we would but
accept the heavenly way of living.

Christ upon earth was the embodiment, the incarnation, of the
heavenly way. He came to make it possible that the way could be
revealed in us in our treatment of our fellow-men, no matter who
they might be, nor what their condition. He had compassion on
those who were in distress, and it was this that led Him to die for
the world. The same spirit in anyone will reveal itself in the same
way—he will be touched with the woes of others, and like the
Master will go about doing good. But it is said,

“Oh this is all well enough for Christ—He was the Son of God.”

Yes, but hear Him:

John 14
1| speak not of myself; but the Father that dwells in me, He
does the works.

We can take courage in this, that what Jesus did, was in just
such flesh as ours; and as God through Him wrought great things,
SO We can say,

Philippians 41
B | can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.

We are to take God’s word as the guide and the power of life,
regardless of fashion or what anyone may say or think. When
God’s way is revealed to us, it is our duty to accept it no matter
what it involves. We are to obey, let the consequences be what
they may. But you say,

“This is an old-fashioned Gospel, and is not in vogue much to-

»

day:

True; but it is just what God is calling upon every one to accept.
This does not mean that God is a hard master, insisting that we
give up that which is for our good. No; but rather He asks us to
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abstain from the things that are death to us, and accept what will
be life to us. It is the way of the transgressor that is hard,” not
God’s way. Jesus said,

Matthew 11
% My yoke is easy, and my burden is light.

The way that God would have us take, we can find in His word.
When it is found, by the grace of God follow it, for it will bring
heaven to earth, and make life a success.

Lux Evangelica, 1655

41 Proverbs 13:15.
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36. Psalm 19: The Witness of the Heavens

Present Truth, July 7, 1898
Psalm 19:1

Psalm 19
' The heavens declare the glory of God.

IN THEIR ever-changing beauty, the sunny days and starry
nights show forth...

Job 37
16 ...the wondrous works of Him which is perfect in knowledge.

Nor does the firmament reveal Him only as a Being of infinite
power, at the thought of whom the inhabitants of the earth
should tremble.

Psalm 36
* Your mercy, O Lord, is in the heavens; and your faithfulness
reaches unto the clouds.

Psalm 89
2 Your faithfulness shall You establish in the very heavens.

So morning by morning as we rise from our sleep, and behold
the rays of the sun once more, its beams bring the glad message
that “the mercy of the Lord endures” still. What a blessed thought
with which to begin the day! That which smites upon our eyelids
in the summer mornings and gently calls us from slumber is the
greeting of the heavens, bidding us be of good cheer, whatever
the day may bring, for since God’s mercy is over us still,

Deuteronomy 33
» ...as your days, so shall your strength be.

Lamentations 3
2 ...His compassions fail not.
» They are new every morning: great is your faithfulness.

If we be conscious of unworthiness, of sinful deeds and stub-
born hearts, still the sun shines even to us, and thereby we learn
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that the mercy and faithfulness which the heavens reveal, are not
yet worn out for us.

Luke 6
% ..He is kind unto the unthankful.

Matthew 5
* He makes His sun to rise on the evil and on the good.

And therein, Christ taught, He loves them that hate Him.

Now when the sun gets on the horizon, may we think that the
powers of darkness prevail, and the evidence of His faithfulness
grows dim. But throughout the twenty-four hours He leaves not
himself without witness. To those who fear that their way is hid
from the Lord, and that His watchcare is withdrawn, He says:

Isaiah 40

% Lift up your eyes on high and see who has created these, that
brings out their host by number: He calls them all by name; by
the greatness of His might, and for that He is strong in power,
not one is lacking.

As far as the lights of heaven shine, so far goes the message of
God’s mercy. As unsearchable as the expanse of heaven is the
length and breadth and height and depth of His infinite love; and
as free as is the vision of God’s glory to the eyes of men, is the
free gift of...

Romans 3
2 ..the righteousness [which is the glory of God],...unto all and
upon all them that believe.

Jeremiah 31

¥ Thus says the Lord, which gives the sun for a light by day, and
the ordinances of the moon and stars for a light by night...

% If those ordinances depart from before me, then the seed of Is-
rael also shall cease from being a nation before me for ever.

37 If heaven above can be measured, and the foundations of the
earth searched out beneath, | will also cast off all the seed of Is-
rael for all that they have done.
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Romans 9

® They which are the children of the flesh, these are not the chil-
dren of God; but the children of the promise are counted for the
seed.

Those who have believed God’s promise and trust Him for sal-
vation, need never fear that He will suffer His faithfulness to fail,
nor alter the thing that is gone out of His lips,* so long as they
can see the sun and moon in the heavens; for...

Psalm 89

% His seed shall endure for ever, and His throne as the sun before
me.

3 It shall be established for ever as the moon.

Then so long as men have reason to think that the morning will
bring them the sunlight, and night be made beautiful with stars,
they have no less reason to be confident that He whom they have
believed, will keep that which they have committed unto Him.

S

The Bible and Its Story, 1909

2 Psalm 89:33-34.
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37. Psalm 19: God'’s Judgments

Present Truth, January 29, 1903
Psalm 19:9-10

‘ N 7 E ARE so accustomed to associate the word “judgment”

with the idea of condemnation and punishment, that we
lose thereby the beauty and force and comfort of some Scripture
passages. For instance, the expression,

Psalm 105
7 His judgments are in all the earth,

—-conveys to some minds only the idea that the earth is full of
calamities because of man’s transgression. As an offset to this ex-
tremely limited idea of God’s judgments, read:

Psalm 19

° The judgments of the Lord are true, and righteous altogether;
' More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine
gold; sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

The Lord’s judgments are sweet, and greatly to be desired; and
“His judgments are in all the earth” Indeed it is by His judgments
that the earth exists, and that all things continue.

God’s judgment means perfection for everything that He has
made that will submit to it, He has made all things, and provided
for all things that He has made, in the way which, according to
His perfect judgment, is the very best. The evidences of this are
seen in all the earth. When God created the world:

* He comprehended its dust in a measure, and determined the
necessary sum of it.*’

* He weighed the mountains in scales, and the hills in the bal-
ances of His justice, and proportioned them all according to
His judgment.

¢ He measured the waters in the hollow of His hand, and
meted out heaven with a span.

* Proverbs 8:26, RV, margin.
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In this connection we read:

Isaiah 40
" With whom took He counsel, and who instructed Him, and
taught Him in the path of judgment?

So in the waters, in the heavens, in the mountains and hills, and
even in every grain of dust, we may see His judgments. Much
more are they manifest in the perfectly organized animate cre-
ation. We stand “between two infinities”:

Boundless inward, in the atom,
Boundless outward, in the whole.*

The infinitely minute perfection of His judgment is revealed by
the microscope, and something of the infinite length, and breadth,
and depth, and height of it, by the telescope.

God’s laws are spoken of as His judgments, because in them He
prescribes for our guidance that way of life, which infinite wis-
dom sees to be the right, the best, and the only way of prosperity
for man.

Let us then, with the Psalmist, regard them as more to be de-
sired than gold, and sweeter than the honeycomb.

* Alfred Lord Tennyson, Locksley Hall Sixty Years After.
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38. Psalm 19: The Present Reward

Present Truth, July 5, 1900
Psalm 19:10-11

FILLED with the Spirit of truth, the Psalmist David said of the
commandments of God:

Psalm 19
" In keeping of them there is great reward.

This is the way the Lord would have us look at the matter, but it
is not the common view even among professed Christians, and
for this reason so many people of the world are repulsed from ac-
cepting the Gospel.

They receive a false impression of what it is. They get the idea
from much of the talk of Christians, that the Christian life con-
sists in “giving up” everything that is pleasant, and is one contin-
ual grind of stern “duty,” the word being supposed to signify the
doing of disagreeable things because one is obliged to.

But that is not Christianity at all. The commandments of God
are...

1John 5
?...not grievous.

They are on the contrary,

Psalm 19
' More to be desired than gold, yea, than much fine gold;
sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb.

They are not something hard that we are obliged to do now, in
the hope of receiving something by and by that will make up for
the hardships endured. There is ample reward in the very doing of
them. The law of God is his life, and nobody can do it except by
the life of Christ—“God with us”*—in him; but the life of the Lord
brings...

 Matthew 1:23.
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Psalm 16
' ...fullness of joy.

Every unconverted person imagines that there is no pleasure
except in a life of self-indulgence, and that to become a Christian
is to give up life; but whoever accepts the Lord learns that he
never before knew what life is.

The superabundant goodness of God is shown in this, that in
the very keeping of His commandments, however contrary they
may be to the desires of the natural man, there is a reward be-
yond all calculation, for all the joy of the redeemed in eternity is
simply the joy that comes from the righteous life of God in them.

39. Psalm 20

Medical Missionary, Daily Bread, August 1904
Psalm 20:1-9

Prayers Answered in Time of Trouble
Monday, August 1

Psalm 20
' The Lord hear you in the day of trouble.

HE Revised Version renders the Hebrew of this verse accu-
rately thus:

Psalm 20 [RV]
' The Lord answer you in the day of trouble.

Often in the Bible we have the word “hear” in the place of “an-
swer. This is not really inaccurate; for with the Lord to hear
prayer is to answer it; just as for us to hear His voice is to obey.

Do not forget that this expression of desire that the Lord will
hear us is God’s own word, and therefore a promise that He will.
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Especially noteworthy is the assurance that He will answer us
in the day of trouble. Not only will God answer the prayers of-
fered in tribulation, but prayers that in time of prosperity may
have seemed unheeded by Him will often in time of trouble be
answered in a marvelous manner.

Strengthened Above Enemies
Tuesday, August 2

Psalm 20
' The name of the God of Jacob defend you.

Note the marginal reading, as well as the Revised Version, where
in place of “defend you” we have the stronger expression, “set
you up on high” The Hebrew word is defined:

“to set up on high, to exalt, to make powerful”

So the promise is not merely that we shall be protected from as-
saults, but that we shall be made powerful,

Luke 24
* ...endued with power from on high,

—and placed above our enemies. The name of the Lord will do
this, for:

Psalm 18
' The name of the Lord is a strong tower.

Strengthened Within
Wednesday, August 3

Psalm 20
? [The Lord] send you help from the sanctuary, and strengthen
you out of Zion.

Read this verse, and each succeeding verse in succession with
all that precedes, and note how the promise accumulates.

Here we have a corroboration of the statement that the Lord
defends us not merely by enclosing us with a wall of defense, but
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by making us strong to carry on aggressive warfare against our
enemies. Of course this is not our own strength, for...

Psalm 62
" ...power belongs unto God;

-but He supports us, as the margin has it, so that His strength
for us is the same as though it were inherent in us. God and hu-
man flesh unite to make the perfect man. All that we have comes
from Him, and all that He has is ours.

Our Offerings Made Fat
Thursday, August 4

Psalm 20
* [The Lord] remember all your offerings, and accept the burnt
sacrifice.

But you say,
“Thaven’t anything to offer Him”

True, and that is just what the text contemplates; for here again
the marginal reading gives the literal rendering of the Hebrew as
“make fat” your burnt sacrifice.

Matthew 23
¥ _..the altar...sanctifies the gift;

~that which is in itself worthless becomes valuable when given
to God, which takes the waste, refuse matter that we cast upon
the ground, and from it builds beautiful flowers and nourishing
food. So...

Fear not to enter His courts in the slenderness
Of the poor wealth thou wouldst reckon as thine;

For truth in its beauty, and love in its tenderness,
These are the offerings to lay on His shrine.

These, though we bring them in trembling and fearfulness,
He will accept for the Name that is dear.*

* John S. B. Monsell, Hymns of Love and Praise, “O Worship the Lord in the
Beauty of Holiness,” 1863.
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Righteous Asking
Friday, August 5

Psalm 20
* [The Lord] grant you according to your own heart, and fulfill all
your counsel.

Truly God is a most indulgent Father, for nothing that His chil-
dren ask Him is denied. Even...

Psalm 68
8 _.the rebellious also,

—have their heart’s desire. Even in everlasting punishment peo-
ple will get only what they have actually worked for. What a re-
sponsibility this places upon us! When God gives us, carte
blanche, as it were, allowing us to have what we will, it becomes
us to give great consideration to what we ask for. Far better is it
for us to waive our privilege, and say:

“Not what I will, but what You will”*

Then we shall fare infinitely better than if we insisted on choos-
ing for ourselves, for God’s choice for us is...

Ephesians 3
% ...exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or think.

Rejoicing in God's Victory
Sabbath, August 6

Psalm 20
> We will rejoice in your salvation, and in the name of our God
we will set up our banners.

For “rejoice,” the Revised Version has “triumph,” and gives us in
the margin the alternative reading of “victory” for “salvation”
This suggests the truth that our triumph is not simply in the fact
that God saves us, but is in the victory that He himself gains over
His foes. His victory is ours; Christ, who conquered death, says:

Y7 Luke 22:42.
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John 14
" Because | live, you shall live also.

Gesenius, in his lexicon, quotes the second part of this verse,
and renders it:

“In honor of our God we will set up banners.”

Thus the element of selfishness is entirely removed. God is the
one whose victory is most important; our interest and attention
are wholly absorbed in Him; and while we celebrate His fame, we
ourselves are saved.

Fulfilling Our Petitions
Sunday, August 7

Psalm 20
® The Lord fulfill all your petitions.

When Joseph interpreted Pharaoh’s dream, he said:

Genesis 41

32 For that the dream was doubled unto Pharaoh twice, it is be-
cause the thing is established by God, and God will shortly bring
it to pass.

Then how certain it must be that we cannot ask for anything
that God will not grant us, since the assurances to that effect are
so many times multiplied. What great need there is of taking heed
how and for what we ask.

Saving His Anointed
Monday, August 8

Psalm 20

® Now know | that the Lord saves His anointed.

This is a matter of positive knowledge; there is no room for
doubt that “the Lord saves His anointed,” because He has already
done it.

When the heathen raged, and the people imagined extravagant
things, and the kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers
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took counsel together against Christ, plotting to destroy Him,*
God set Him upon His holy hill of Zion,*

Ephesians 1
! Far above all principality, and power.

Now remember that...

1 John 2
0 _..you have an unction from the Holy One,

—and that therefore, as the anointed of Jehovah, your salvation
is as sure as that of the Lord Jesus Christ.

Receiving to Give
Tuesday, August 9

Psalm 20
¢ The Lord will answer him [His anointed, whoever it may be]
from His holy heaven with the saving strength of His right hand.

God is very practical in His answers: He answers with His
strong right hand. With Him, to hear is to answer, and to answer
is to do. This is for God’s anointed—those who are consecrated,
set apart, to Him.

In this connection we are reminded of the fact that the Hebrew
of “consecrate” is to fill the hand. When God consecrates one as
priest, He fills His hand. God’s hands are always filled with good
things, and when He opens them He fills the hands of His
anointed ones,—His children,—that they also may be ready to dis-
tribute.

Force versus Faith
Wednesday, August 10

Psalm 20
7 Some trust in chariots, and some in horses: but we will remem-
ber [make mention of] the name of the Lord our God.

8 Psalm 2:1-3; Acts 4:25-28.
4 Psalm 2:6.
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® They are brought down and fallen but we are risen, and stand
upright.

Here we see contrasted the result of trusting in chariots and
horses—the strength of nations—and of trusting in the name of
the Lord.

Those who trust in that which, because it is visible, appeals to
them as the most practical means of help, suffer a double fall;
while those who call on the name of the Lord are raised from
where they had fallen.

Take the name of Jesus ever
As a shield from every snare;
When temptations round you gather,
Breathe that holy name in prayer.”

God is Listening
Thursday, August 11

Psalm 20
° Save, Lord: let the king hear us when we call.

Truly the Lord will hear us when we call, because He is listen-
ing. God is anxiously listening, not to hear the evil that we say,
but to hear the slightest whisper of an appeal to Him. In listening,
He is compelled to hear many things that are wicked, but these
are not what He is listening for.

When we call to Him, it is because He has first called to us.
Shall we not take heed that He hears only what He is listening
for?

*0 Lydia Odell Baxter (1809-1874), Hymn: Take the Name of Jesus With You.
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40. Psalm 20: Some Thoughts

Present Truth, October 10, 1895
Original title: Some Thoughts from Psalm XX
Psalm 20:1-8

Psalm 20
' The Lord hear you in the day of trouble.

IN THE Revision, as in other translations, we have the word
“answer,” in the place of “hear” That is the exact rendering of
the Hebrew. The Hebrew Lexicon gives the following in the defini-
tion of the Hebrew word which in this verse is rendered “hear” in
our version:

To answer, to respond; of one who answers to another calling—
to call back—which the Hebrews did by the word hinni, which
means, “‘Behold me,” or “Here am 1”

Remember that this is not simply a pious wish on the part of
David, that the Lord may hear us in the day of trouble, but it is a
promise of the Holy Spirit, who spoke by him, and whose word
was in his tongue.” One of the offices of the Holy Spirit is to
teach us how to pray, and what to pray for, and this He does by
bringing to our minds promises and statements of what God is
willing and anxious to do for us.

Romans 8
* The Spirit itself makes intercession for us...
%7 ...according to the will of God.

Now we know that when we ask anything according to His will
He hears us, and grants us the things we ask for.

1John5

“ And this is the confidence that we have in Him, that, if we ask
any thing according to His will, He hears us:

5 And if we know that He hears us, whatsoever we ask, we know
that we have the petitions that we desired of Him.

1 2 Samuel 23:2.
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Therefore we know that whenever in praying to God we use
the language of the Spirit of God, our requests are already
granted. True prayer is to remind God of His promises, or rather,
to claim them as our own. And there are many more promises in
the Bible than most people are aware of.

So in this first verse of the psalm, we have the promise that
when we are in trouble, and call upon the Lord,

Isaiah 58
°...He will say, Here | am.

As He elsewhere says,

Psalm 50
> Call upon me in the day of trouble; I will deliver you, and you
shall glorify me.

He will not simply answer from afar, nor will He promise to
come to us; but He will let us know that He is already close by,
and has been near all the time.

Matthew 28
% Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.

So in Isaiah 43:2, properly rendered,

Isaiah 43
> When you pass through the water, I am with you.

He is always the “T AM,” as well as the One who is to be. But
who may claim this promise? Whom does the Lord promise to
hear? There is no limit; the only qualification is that one shall call
upon Him.

Romans 10
" Whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.

It matters not that they have brought the trouble upon them-
selves.

James 1
° [He] gives to all liberally, and upbraids not.
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Read in Psalm 107, that:

Psalm 107

' Such as sit in darkness and in the shadow of death, being
bound in affliction and iron;

"' Because they rebelled against the words of God, and con-
temned the counsel of the Most High,

3 Cried unto the Lord in their trouble, and He saved them out of
their distresses.

" He brought them out of darkness and shadow of death, and
broke their bands asunder.

Read further also that:

7 Fools because of their transgression, and because of their iniq-
uities, are afflicted.

'® Their soul abhors all manner of meat; and they draw near unto
the gates of death.

¥ Then they cry unto the Lord in their trouble, and He saves
them out of their distresses.

Let no one fear that, because his own foolishness has brought
him into trouble, therefore the Lord will not hear and help him.

vs. 1: The name of the Lord of Jacob defend you.

Here is another promise that the Spirit gives us. It is an assurance
that God’s name will protect us. Why, even a man’s name is often
sufficient to guarantee one’s safety; how much more, then, the
name of God! If one is traveling through a hostile country, the
name of the ruler of that country will protect him from violence.
God’s name is known in all the earth; even the devils tremble at
it; and if in any part of the earth it is not recognized, as was the
case with Pharaoh, then God is able to make it known in a way
that it will be recognized.

What is the name of “the God of Jacob”? Read Exodus 3:13-15,
where we learn that the name of the God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Jacob, is...

Exodus 3
" 1AM THAT | AM.
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' This is my name for ever, and this is my memorial unto all gen-
erations.

That is, His name is THE ONE WHO IS PRESENT. He is the
One who is always at hand to defend. And He is able to protect,
because:

Proverbs 18
' The name of the Lord is a strong tower; the righteous runs into
it, and is safe.

That name is also:

Exodus 34
¢ The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering,
and abundant in goodness and truth.

Psalm 20
' The name of the God of Jacob defend you.

Better still, as in the margin in the Revision,

Psalm 20 [RV]
' The name of the God of Jacob set you up on high,

—or on a high place.

Psalm 27

> In the time of trouble He shall hide me in His pavilion; in the
secret of His tabernacle shall He hide me;

¢ He shall set me up upon a rock, and now shall my head be
lifted up above my enemies round about.

Our enemies throng round us, and press upon us, and God
places us up out of their reach. He even makes us...

Ephesians 2

¢ ...sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

Ephesians 1

! Far above all principality, and power, and might, and domin-
ion.
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vs. 2: Send you help from the sanctuary, and strengthen you out of
Zion.

What help will He send from the sanctuary? Round about the

throne of God in heaven are...

Revelation 5
" _ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thou-
sands” of angels;

—they are...

Psalm 103
% ...mighty in strength,

—and they are...

Hebrews 1
1 ..all ministering spirits, sent forth to minister for them who
shall be heirs of salvation.

Of those who trust the Lord, Jesus said that:

Matthew 18
' Their angels do always behold the face of my Father which is
in heaven.

So there is a direct communication between earth and heaven,
because...

Psalm 34
’ The angel of the Lord encamps round about them that fear
Him, and delivers them.

Moreover, the number sent to any person may be increased in-
definitely; for Jesus assures us that the Father loves us just the
same as He does Him,” and when one of His disciples was pro-
ceeding to defend Him with carnal weapons, He said,

Matthew 26
» Think you that | cannot now pray to my Father, and He shall
presently give me more then twelve legions of angels?

>2 John 17:28.
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There is abundance of help in the sanctuary for those who put
their trust in the Lord. Why should anyone desire any other pro-
tection than this?

Very much is said just now about governmental protection of
missionaries in China. To their honor be it said that none of this
talk comes from them. We have not heard that any missionary
has been petitioning his government for protection. Neither have
any complaints come from them, that they have not been suffi-
ciently protected.

If they made such complaints, they would be unworthy the
name of missionaries of Christ. He sends them forth, and He is
fully able to protect them. Those who are sent out by earthly gov-
ernments may consistently look to those governments for protec-
tion; but those who are sent out by the God of heaven, should not
dishonor Him by implying that He is not able to defend His own,
but that His servants must depend upon earthly power.

Ephesians 6
"> The Gospel of peace...

—can never be helped by any weapon in the hands of man.

2 Corinthians 10
* The weapons of our warfare are not carnal.

Christ is a King, above all the kings of the earth. But His king-
dom is not of this world, therefore His servants cannot fight.”
When Peter thought to defend His Lord with a sword, Jesus said,

Matthew 26
52 Put up again your sword into his place; for all they that take
the sword shall perish with the sword.

If the sword could not be used in defense of the Lord himself,
how can it be used in support of His work or His servants? It is
utterly impossible; it may be unwisely drawn in their behalf, but

> John 17:36.

154 Gleanings from the Psalms



always to their disadvantage. The servants of the Lord are forbid-
den to fight, for He says,

Matthew 5
¥ | say unto you, That you resist not evil,

—-meaning, of course, evil done to us.

Romans 12

¥ Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give place
unto wrath; for it is written, Vengeance is mine; | will repay says
the Lord.

I Overcome evil with good.

But since they cannot fight even in their own defense, it is very
evident that they cannot ask others to fight for them. What is the
result of trusting in earthly powers, as compared with trusting in
the Lord? Here is the answer:

vs. 7: Some trust in chariots, and some in horses; but we will re-
member the name of the Lord our God.

vs. 8: They are brought down and fallen; but we are risen, and
stand upright.

They who trust in chariots and horses are overthrown, while the
ones who trust in the name of the Lord are made to stand. So we
see that it is not an arbitrary thing, but simply the statement of a
natural consequence, when the Lord says, by the prophet,

Jeremiah 17

5> Cursed be the man that trusts in man, and makes flesh his arm,
and whose heart departs from the Lord.

¢ For he shall be like the heath in the desert, and shall not see
when good comes; but shall inhabit the parched places in the
wilderness, in a salt land and not inhabited.

7 Blessed is the man that trusts in the Lord, and whose hope the
Lord is.

® For he shall be as a tree planted by the waters, and that spreads
out her roots by the river.
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vs. 5: We will rejoice in your salvation, and in the name of our God
we will set up our banners; the Lord fulfill all your petitions.

A banner is an ensign, a standard, something round which to

rally. What then is the banner that is to be set up in the name of

our God?

Isaiah 11

' In that day there shall be a root of Jesse, which shall stand for
an ensign for the people; to it shall the Gentiles seek, and His
rest shall be glorious.

Let Christ be lifted up as...

Isaiah 9
¢ ...the Prince of peace.

Let His servants be content to preach...

1 Corinthians 2
2 .Christ and Him crucified,

—and they will prove that the power of the cross is saving
power. Spiritual power, do you say? Yes, certainly; but the greater
includes the less. He who is able to save from...

Luke 10
¥ ...all the power of the enemy,

-meaning the devil, is certainly able to save from all earthly
foes. Very well, we have learned the lesson:

vs. 6: Now know | that the Lord saves His Anointed; He will hear
Him from His holy heaven with the saving strength of His
right hand.

That is power enough on our side, for...

Psalm 118
5 ..the right hand of the Lord does valiantly.

“But,” someone will say, “this promise is to the Lord’s Anointed,
meaning Christ.”
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Very true, and since He sends His servants forth just as the Fa-
ther sent Him forth,”* with the very same message, and clothed
with the same authority,” it is very evident that the same protec-
tion that the Father accorded to Him will be granted to us, if we
continue to be identified with Him. When we truly pray in the
name of Jesus, it is the same as if Jesus himself were praying, and
we may be as sure of being heard as He was.

Notice that this very thing appears in the psalm. The promise
that the Lord hears His Anointed from His holy heaven, is the
same as that which is in the first and second verses, and which is
unlimited in its application. Christ was on this earth in man’s
place.

Hebrews 2
7 [He was] made in all things like unto His brethren.

He had originally every advantage over man. But He...

Philippians 2 [RV]
7 ...emptied himself,

-when He came to earth, so that as man He had no advantage
that the weakest son of Adam may not have. As He was heard
and protected, so may we be. He said to the Father,

John 11
* You hear me always.

So we have the wonderful promise,

vs. 4: [The Lord] grant you according to your own heart, and fulfill
all your counsel.

This is a large order.

John 14
" If you shall ask anything in my name, | will do it.

Lastly we may consider the promise that the Lord will...

>* John 20:21.
> 2 Corinthians 5:19-20.
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vs. 3: Remember all your offerings, and accept your burnt sacrifice;
Selah.

No wonder the Psalmist here inserted “selah,” which means “si-

lence,” as much as to say,

“Stop a little, and think of that”

Instead of “accept your burnt sacrifices,” read the more literal
rendering, “makes fat your sacrifice” The offerings that we bring
to the Lord are poor at the best. We can bring nothing to Him ex-
cept that which He gives to us.

When the Jew of old offered a lamb as sacrifice, he was required
to bring the best of the flock. But if he had a large flock of fine an-
imals, it was simply because the Lord had given them to him, and
made them fat. So that however much he might give, he must say
with David,

1 Chronicles 29
" All things come of You, and of your own have we given You.

But his neighbor, a poor man, would have but little to bring. His
flock might be small and feeble. Nevertheless if he brought the
best he had, the same God who had made the other man’s offer-
ing fat would count his as fat also.

2 Corinthians 8
2 If there be first a willing mind, it is accepted according to that
a man has, and not according to that he has not.

This is shown in the case of the widow’s two mites. The rich
men cast large sums into the treasury, out of their abundance, and
she dropped only two mites, equal to a farthing. But it was all she
had, and Jesus said,

Luke 21
* This poor widow has cast in more than they all.

The loving heart and the willing mind make the gift of value,
for in the mere offering itself, no matter how great the amount,
there is nothing that is of any real value, nothing that can add to

158 Gleanings from the Psalms



His store. He requires an offering from us, not for His benefit, but
for ours.

This is our encouragement when we offer Him ourselves, the
only offering that He desires; since without the gift of ourselves
any other offering is mockery. So we will, with a sincere heart,
give ourselves, including all that we have. But what is the value

of the gift?

Psalm 39
> Every man at his best state is altogether vanity.

We are poor, vile, and worthless. But here comes in the blessed-
ness of giving ourselves to the Lord: He takes our offering, and
makes it good. That which was but a disgrace, becomes trans-
formed as soon as He looks upon it, and is found to be...

Ephesians 1
12 ..to the praise of His glory.

Then whatever earthly things there are that men think worthy
of confidence, let us make mention only of the name of the Lord
our God.
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41. Psalm 21: God Save the King!

Present Truth, June 26, 1902
Psalm 21:1-7

Psalm 21

' The king shall joy in your strength, O Lord; and in your salva-
tion how greatly shall he rejoice!

? You have given him his heart’s desire, and have not withheld
the request of his lips.

* For You prevent him with the blessings of goodness; You set a
crown of pure gold on his head.

* He asked life of You, and You gave it him, even length of days
for ever and ever.

° His glory is great in your salvation; honor and majesty have
You laid upon him.

% For You have made him exceeding glad with your countenance.
7 For the king trusts in the Lord, and through the mercy of the
Most High he shall not be moved.

IN THIS portion of Scripture we have the assurance that the
prayer so often uttered,

1 Samuel 10
* God save the king!

—is not a vain one.

Psalm 20
® The Lord saves His anointed.

The king’s glory and rejoicing are only in the salvation of God;
for the grace of God brings salvation, and no one is indeed king
except by the grace of God.

The words, “Edward VII by the grace of God king,” etc., are
more than a mere formula. They express a most solemn truth; for
it is indeed a serious matter to be in a position of so great influ-
ence and responsibility as is the one who stands with the eyes of
a great nation upon him.

The Sacred History reveals to us the fact that kings never come
to the throne except to carry out some part of God’s great plan,
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and that when they have performed their appointed service, or
have shown their unwillingness to serve God, He has removed
them.

Daniel 2
' He removes kings, and sets up kings.

Daniel 4
» The Most High rules in the kingdom of men, and gives it to
whomsoever He will.

This is true not merely of kings over God’s chosen people,—of
men who knew the true God,—but of heathen who never heard
His name. To Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, the prophet
Daniel said,

Daniel 2

’ The God of heaven has given you a kingdom, power, and
strength, and glory.

% And wheresoever the children of men dwell, the beasts of the
field and the fowls of the heaven has He given into your hand,
and has made you ruler over them all.

God himself sent by the prophet Jeremiah a special message to
the kings of many lands, saying,

Jeremiah 27

> | have made the earth, the man and the beast that are upon the
ground, by my great power and by my outstretched arm, and
have given it unto whom it seemed meet unto me.

¢ And now have | given all these lands into the hand of Neb-
uchadnezzar king of Babylon, my servant.

And all nations and kings were commanded to serve him. A re-
fusal to acknowledge Nebuchadnezzar as King was regarded by
God as disloyalty to himself; but this did not give him authority
to put himself in place of God, or to regard himself as anything
else than God’s instrument.

In the 10™ chapter of Isaiah we read,
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Isaiah 10

> O Assyrian, the rod of my anger, and the staff in their hand is
my indignation.

%1 will send him against a hypocritical nation, and against the
people of my wrath will | give him a charge, to take the spoil,
and to take the prey, and to tread them down like the mire of the
streets.

7 Howbeit he means not so, neither does his heart think so.

The Assyrian king’s idea was that he was ruling by his own
power; but God characterized his action thus:

' Shall the ax boast against him that hews therewith? or shall

the saw magpnify itself against him that shakes it? As if the rod
should shake itself against them that lift it up, or as if the staff
should lift up itself as if it were no wood.

Just as God used the king of Assyria as an instrument to exe-
cute His judgment upon a faithless nation, so He did the king of
Babylon, saying,

Isaiah 47

¢ | was wroth with my people, | have polluted my inheritance,
and given them into your hand; you showed them no mercy;
upon the ancient have you very heavily laid your yoke.

And because the king of Babylon did not, like God, mingle
mercy with judgment, God took the kingdom from him. In like
manner we read of the king who conquered Babylon:

Isaiah 45

' Thus says the Lord to His anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand
| have held, to subdue nations before him;

* | have even called you by your name; | have surnamed you,
though you have not known me.

Because the king...

Romans 13
*...is the minister of God, a revenger to execute wrath upon him
that does evil,
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> We must needs be subject, not only for wrath, but also for con-
science sake.

Therefore it is that we are exhorted to:

1 Peter 2
' Fear God; honor the king.

He who does not honor the king, even though it be a heathen
king,—the tyrant Nero, who ruled in the days of Peter and Paul,—
does not truly fear God and keep His commandments. When an-
cient Israel were carried captive to Babylon, God’s message to
them was:

Jeremiah 29

8 Seek the peace of the city where | have caused you to be car-
ried away captives, and pray unto the Lord for it; for in the peace
thereof shall you have peace.

Anarchy and anarchists can find no sympathy or support in the
Word of God.

It is for these reasons that the coronation today is not only a
gorgeous spectacle but a solemn ceremony. How great its import,
none but He who rules over all, working all things after the coun-
sel of His own will, can tell.

That this great kingdom, equally with the kingdoms of the past,
that were greatly inferior in extent of territory and population,
has a place in God’s plan, none who believe God’s Word can
doubt; and all such will from the heart comply with the exhorta-
tion to pray...

1 Timothy 2
? For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a
quiet and peaceful life in all of godliness and honesty;

—and that he who is this day anointed king over this vast realm
may fully appreciate the high responsibility placed upon him, and
the wondrous opportunities for good that are open before him.

We are living, we are dwelling
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In a grand an awful time;
In an age on ages telling,
To be living is sublime.*

How much more so, then, to stand in a position where one’s ev-
ery word commands the attention of the whole world. Never was
there a time when so truly as now the words of Christ were appli-
cable:

Matthew 13

7' Many prophets and righteous men have desired to see those
things which you see, and have not seen them; and to hear those
things which you hear, and have not heard them.

The Gospel of the Kingdom is now going to the world to an ex-
tent never before known, and soon He will come whose right it is.
Christ, the King of kings and Lord of lords will soon come,

Daniel 7

7 And the kingdom and dominion, and the greatness of the king-
dom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the people of the
saints of the Most High, whose kingdom is an everlasting king-
dom, and all dominions shall serve Him and obey Him.

And,

Matthew 24
* This generation shall not pass till all these things be fulfilled.

Edward VII, if God spares his life as long as He did the beloved
Queen Victoria’s, will have questions brought before him for de-
cision, such as have been before no other king for centuries,—
questions affecting his personal relation to God, His truth, and
His people.

God grant, that for his own sake, as well as that of his people,
his heart may indeed be in the Lord’s hand as the rivers of water,
to be turned withersoever He will; and let all the people say,

“Amen! God save the King!”

* Arthur C. Coxe, Athanasion (1840), “We Are Living, We Are Dwelling,”
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42. Psalm 21: The King and the Crown

Present Truth, June 26, 1902
Psalm 21

T IS NOT concerning a single individual or a specially favored

few that the 21* Psalm speaks. “Whosoever will”> may apply it
to himself. And yet it may indeed be said to be limited to a single
individual,—Christ, the King,—for:

Colossians 1 [RV]
" He is before all things, and in Him all things consist,

—and He is the...

Ephesians 2
% ...0ne New Man.

All men together are but...

Galatians 3
% .one in Christ Jesus,

-so that one embraces the whole. Everything that is said of...

1 Timothy 2
> ...the Man Christ Jesus,

—applies to all who accept Him; for,

John 1
2 As many as received Him, to them gave He power to become
the sons of God, even to them that believe on His name.

God made man in the beginning male and female,

Genesis 5
'...and called their name Adam;

Genesis 1
2 And God blessed them, and God said unto them, Be fruitful
and multiply, and replenish the earth, and subdue it; and have

" Mark 8:34; Revelation 22:17.
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dominion over the fish of the sea, and over the fowl of the air,
and over every living thing that moves upon the earth.

When God made man for the express purpose of having domin-
ion over the works of His hands,—made him king,—He...

Psalm 8
5 ...crowned him with glory and honor.

Every individual of mankind, male and female, was designed to
have this high honor. Now we do not see men in possession of
their rightful dominion, but we see Jesus who as man has it, and
who as...

1 Corinthians 15
# ...a quickening Spirit,

—has power over all flesh to give it to every man. He suffered
our humiliation, that He might bring many sons back to the origi-
nal glory.

Hebrews 2

° But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels
for the suffering of death, crowned with glory and honor; that he
by the grace of God should taste death for every man.

' For it became him, for whom are all things, and by whom are
all things, in bringing many sons unto glory, to make the captain
of their salvation perfect through sufferings.

This is our assurance of perfect victory over Satan and all his
temptations.

2 Corinthians 2
" Thanks be unto God, which always causes us to triumph in
Christ.

Every person, however rash and impetuous, may learn pa-
tience, and possess the ability to rule his own Spirit, and thus be
greater than the mighty.
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Proverbs 16
* He that is slow to anger is better than the mighty; and he that
rules his spirit than he that takes a city.

It is no dishonor to His Majesty King Edward VII to say that ev-
ery man is by Divine right a king. On the contrary, if all men in
the British Empire would avail themselves of that right, it would
be the highest honor ever accorded to any human being to be ac-
knowledged as king over them. For it must be admitted by all,
that the more honorable and mighty the people are, the greater is
the honor of the king.

So the truest patriotism and the highest honor that any person
can show to his country is to be wholly subject to God. He who
best serves God, best serves his fellow-men.

The motto, Ich Dien, “I serve,” which the king had as Prince of
Wales, is the one which to a far higher degree belongs to him
now; for the greatest ruler is the greatest servant.

Matthew 20

? Whosoever will be chief among you, let him be your servant;
* Even as the Son of man came not to be ministered unto, but to
minister, and to give His life a ransom for many.

God, the King of kings, serves the universe, looking carefully
after every detail necessary to secure the comfort and well-being
of His creatures. Next week we shall, God willing, show more
fully how from the throne of the king the wants of all the subjects
must be supplied.”®

What is the crown which the Great King gives to those who by
acknowledging Him become kings? and when do they receive it?
We have already read,

Psalm 21
’> You set a crown of pure gold on his head.

% See the article “The Throne and the King” in the Appendix.
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But we have a very faint appreciation of the dignity and great-
ness of our calling if we think that this is corruptible gold such as
is used in commerce. Earth has no gold valuable enough to form a
real crown for a king indeed. The purest gold of this earth, fash-
ioned into the most gorgeous coronet, can at best serve only as a
figure of the true crown.

Think a moment! Is it fitting that the authority of the king
should be derived from something far beneath him in value? We
shall find a clue to what constitutes the crown, if we read care-
fully a few scriptures. Read 1 Peter 1:18-19, which tells us that
we were not redeemed with corruptible things, with silver or
gold, but with the precious blood, the life of Christ. It is by this
life that we reign with Him. Again,

James 1
B Blessed is the man that endures temptation, for when he is
tried he shall receive the crown of life.

Now read in this connection Psalm 21, concerning the King:

Psalm 21

2 You prevent him with the blessing of goodness, you set a crown
of pure gold on his head.

* He asked life of You, and You gave it to him, even length of
days for ever and ever.

* His glory is great in your salvation, honor and majesty have
You laid upon him.

Psalm 149
' For the Lord takes pleasure in His people; He will beautify the
meek with salvation.

Life, the incorruptible, endless life of Christ, is the pure gold
“tried in the fire* which we are to buy without money, and
which will be our everlasting crown. This is still further indicated
by the terms used concerning the crown. For instance:

**1 Peter 1 " ...you were not redeemed with corruptible things... ' But with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.
0 Revelation 3:18.
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Psalm 132
'® His enemies will I clothe with shame; but upon himself shall
His crown flourish.

The word “flourish” is used of things that grow, like a flower, as
Aaron’s rod budded and bloomed blossoms.

Numbers 17

® And it came to pass, that on the morrow Moses went into the
tabernacle of witness; and, behold, the rod of Aaron for the
house of Levi was budded, and brought forth buds, and bloomed
blossoms, and yielded almonds.

Isaiah 27
¢ Israel shall blossom and bud.

The crown of glory that the faithful shepherd kings receive...

1 Peter 5
*...fades not away.

All this language implies a crown that grows upon and out of
the king himself. His crown is the perfection of the life, the out-
shining of the glory within him. This crown is necessarily...

2 Timothy 4
8 ...a crown of righteousness,

—because the life of the Lord is righteousness. And so we see
that we may have the strength and glory of the crown even now,
and are not obliged to wait for “the crowning day” that is coming.

As King Edward has reigned for more than a year before the
coronation, receiving the homage of his loyal people, and having
his royal authority recognized by all the world, even so we are
now uncrowned kings.

1John 3
% It does not yet appear what we shall be,

—for the glory is not yet revealed, but the never-fading, never-
ending glorious life that will crown us in the world to come is our
strength for overcoming in this present evil world. We are to

42. Psalm 21: The King and the Crown 169



reign now, the coronation day will simply be the blossoming out,

the shining forth, the perfection, of the life by which we are...

Romans 8

37

...more than conquerors.

Shepherd playing on the Nay, or Flute
(Bible Lands, 1875)
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43. Psalm 21: God'’s Surrounding Goodness

Present Truth, November 21, 1901
Psalm 21:3

Psalm 21
3 For You come to meet him with the blessings of goodness.

HE reader will notice that in quoting from Psalm 21:3, we

have rendered it, “You come to meet him,” instead of, “You
prevent him,” which is archaic, and conveys no meaning to the
ordinary reader. The literal meaning of “prevent” is to go before,
and this is the sense in which it was formerly used; but it has now
lost that meaning in our language, and means to hinder, to stop,
since one who would stop another goes before him to shut off his
way.

God’s Word, however, has not changed, but means the same
that it always did, and so should be translated by words that con-
vey the original sense. God is before us, and He comes to meet us,
bringing the blessings of His goodness. That is what we are told
in the 21% Psalm; but in the familiar 23 Psalm we read that:

Psalm 23
¢...goodness and mercy shall follow [literally, “run after”] us all
the days of our life.

So we cannot turn round without encountering the goodness of
the Lord. He comes to meet us with His goodness; and if we in
our stubbornness turn round to avoid Him, lo, we meet His good-
ness running after us.

Psalm 107
® Oh that men would praise the Lord for His goodness!

Who is there that does not know that some, at least, of his
friends esteem him more highly than he deserves? Everyone has
certainly had credit at some times and in some quarters for pos-
sessing abilities that he is conscious of lacking, or of having had a
greater part in the accomplishment of some good end than he re-
ally had. Yet we do not try to correct all these mistaken ideas; we
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know that it would be impossible to have everybody estimate us
exactly at our true value. We are content that our friends should
think very well of us, even though we may not be seeking vain
glory.”!

Why, then, should we complain when we receive less credit
than is our due? Why, when we are under-estimated, and we are
charged with mistakes or errors of which we are not guilty, or an-
other is given praise for a good thing which we did, should we be
so anxious for “justice” to be done? Why should we in this case
be so desirous that everybody should know exactly how things
really stand? Why not take the undeserved blame as a necessary
offset to that undeserved credit? Thus the balance is preserved.

Job 2
' What? shall we receive good at the hand of God, and shall we
not receive evil?

So true is it that God is...

Acts 17
7 ...not far from every one of us:
% For in Him we live, and move, and have our being,

—that it is exceeding strange that more people do not...
77 .. feel after Him and find Him.

It was a heathen poet that gave expression to the Christian
truth,

* ..We are also His offspring,
—and another one of the same class recently said that:

“What is cohesive power in a block of marble is intelligence in

»

man.

This also is Gospel truth, for the cohesive power in marble is
the Spirit of God; yet men who assent to it will refuse to be as

! Galatians 5:26.

172 Gleanings from the Psalms



passive in relation to it as is the marble, which is the only way
that they can be as perfect as men as the marble is as marble.

Walking through the Valley of the Shadow of Death
(Stella Langdale, 1917)
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44. Psalm 23

Medical Missionary, Daily Bread, June 1904
Psalm 23:1-6

The Lord is My Shepherd
Wednesday, June 1

Psalm 23
' The Lord is my shepherd.

T IS a great help to know and remember, in repeating these fa-
miliar words, that the word here rendered “Lord” is Jehovah—
the Living One—the One who is—the I AM.

Jehovah is my shepherd. Place the emphasis on both “Jehovah”
and “my;” the One who inhabits eternity, whose word creates, has
devoted His life to caring for me.

The word “Shepherd” is rendered from a word meaning “to
feed” A sheep, above all other domestic animals, requires gentle
treatment; brusque, harsh usage disconcerts it. It cannot be
driven, but must be led; and only the one who feeds and cares for
it can lead it.

From the fact that the two greatest rulers in Israel—Moses and
David—were shepherds, and that the King of the universe is the
“Great Shepherd,” we may know God’s idea of royal authority, of
fitness to rule.

In God’s mind, to rule is not to domineer, but to use power in
service. Our Shepherd combines infinite power and infinite ten-
derness. He feeds the flock with His own body, and thus demon-
strates His right to rule.

Sufficient in God
Thursday, June 2

Psalm 23
' ...I shall not want.

Wherever He may guide me,
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No want shall turn me back;
My Shepherd is beside me,
And nothing can I lack.”

How can we lack, when all things come of Him and are in Him,
and He gives us himself. But everything depends on a proper un-
derstanding of what it is to be in want and not to want. The one
who is content in whatever state he is, never knows want; while
the discontented person is always suffering from want. The epi-
taph over a miser says that:

Content was never once his guest,

Though twice ten thousand filled his chest;
So this poor man, with all his store,

Fed in great want—the want of more.”

But he who knows Whom he has believed, knows that there is
nothing more, so wants no more.

Safety and Abundance
Friday, June 3

Psalm 23
> He makes me to lie down in green pastures.

Two things are suggested by this verse: abundance of provision,
and nothing to fear. An old shepherd was once asked when his
sheep lay down, and he replied:

“When they have eaten and have nothing to frighten them”

Those who dwell in the house of the Lord, as this psalm indi-
cates,

Psalm 36
8 ...shall be abundantly satisfied with the fatness [of it];

% Anna L. Waring, Hymn: In Heavenly Love Abiding, 1850.
% J. G. Flugel, Budget of Mirth and Sparks of Wit, 1831.
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—-and though the devil as a roaring lion goes about seeking to
devour the flock, the knowledge that they are inside and he out-
side, precludes all fear.

Isaiah 30
" Thus says the Lord, in returning and rest shall you saved; in
quietness and confidence shall be your strength.

Living Fountains of Water
Sabbath, June 4

Psalm 23
2 He leads me beside the still water.

We read of those who serve the Lord day and night in His tem-
ple:

Revelation 7

' They shall hunger no more, neither thirst any more...

7 For the Lamb which is in the midst of the throne shall feed
them and shall lead them unto living fountains of waters.

For,

Isaiah 33
! There the glorious Lord will be unto us a place of broad rivers
and streams.

Israel’s experience in the desert® shows that we may have this

experience in this world as well as in that which is to come. Jeho-
vah is our Shepherd now as surely as He will ever be; and living
waters of rest are our portion now as truly as they will be then,
when with the eyes of our spiritual bodies we see God’s face and
the crystal river flowing from His throne.

Soul Restoration
Sunday, June 5

Psalm 23
’ He restores my soul.

% Compare Exodus 17:1-7 with 1 Corinthians 10:4.
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To restore is to bring back; so when we have wandered out of
the way, the Lord kindly brings us back, even at the expense of
His own life.

Isaiah 53

¢ All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to
his own way; and the Lord has laid on Him [has taken on him-
self] the iniquity of us all.

This bringing back is our restoration to life—our deliverance
from sin and all its consequences.

Psalm 103

2 Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all His benefits;

> Who forgives all your iniquities; who heals all your diseases;

* Who redeems your life from destruction; who crowns you with
lovingkindness and tender mercies;

> Who satisfies your mouth with good things; so that your youth
is renewed like the eagle’s.

The Paths of Righteousness
Monday, June 6

Psalm 23
* He leads me in the paths of righteousness for His name’s sake.

Still “He leads me.” The paths of righteousness lie beside the
still waters. It is not in warfare and strife that righteousness is
gained.

James 1
2 The wrath of man works not the righteousness of God.

This does not mean that we should become hermits or go into
cloisters, but that in the midst of the strife of tongues we, walking
with Christ, should be kept...

Psalm 31
2 _secretly in a pavilion.

Jesus was unmoved by false accusation and the clamor of the
multitude for His life. His own righteousness and peace He gives
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us for His name’s sake. He himself is glorified by His own gifts.
This is our safeguard against discouragement in view of our own
unworthiness.

Life in the Presence of Death
Tuesday, June 7
Psalm 23
* Yea, though | walk through the valley of the shadow of death, |

will fear no evil; for You are with me; your rod and your staff
they comfort me.

While it is certainly true that the Lord is with the trusting ones
who go down into the grave, for they sleep in Him; it is no less
certain that this verse especially contemplates the Lord’s presence
with us in the valley of the shadow of death, in order that we may
pass through it alive. His presence with us means life to us...

Deuteronomy 30
%0 _.for He is your life, and the length of your days.

Revelation 1
'8 [He is] alive forevermore,

—and He says,

John 14
¥ ..because I live, you shall live also.

Isaiah 9

> The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light;
they that dwell in the land of the shadow of death, upon them
has the light shined.

And that light is...

John 8
12 ..the light of life.

Have you seen the light?

Matthew 9
» According to your faith, so be it unto you.
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Food in the Presence of Enemies
Wednesday, June 8

Psalm 23
® You prepare a table before me in the presence of my enemies.

What could be more expressive of perfect security than this
statement? Enemies are raging round us, yet in the face of their
threatened attack we quietly sit down to the table which the Lord
prepares for us. They come upon us to eat our flesh, and we in
safety eat the good things of the Lord’s house.

When the wicked surround the New Jerusalem, intending to
capture it and to destroy its inhabitants,” those who are inside
will be no safer than those are now who put their trust in God.
He serves them now, even as He will then.®

What a wonder! The King of glory not only catering for His
subjects, but himself waiting upon them at table! What more
could He do?

The Oil of Joy
Thursday, June 9

Psalm 23
*> You anoint my head with oil, my cup runs over.

This oil is...

Psalm 45
7 ...the oil of gladness,

Romans 14
17 ...[the] joy in the Holy Ghost,

—-which constitutes the kingdom of God. Christ is anointed to
give...

 Revelation 20:7-9.
% See Luke 12:37.
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Isaiah 61
?...beauty for ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of
praise for the spirit of heaviness.

Those who are thus anointed are kings, reigning in life with
Christ. The cheerful person is king indeed; if his cheerfulness
comes from trust in God, nothing is impossible for him. He has
enough and to spare; his cup overflows to others, because the
Lord, in whom is all fullness, is the portion of his inheritance and
of his cup.

Psalm 16
* The Lord is the portion of my inheritance and of my cup: you
maintain my lot.

Goodness and Mercy
Friday, June 10

Psalm 23
¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life.

The Hebrew warrants the rendering given in some versions:
“Only goodness and mercy shall follow me.” How can it be other-
wise, when...

Romans 8
% ...all things work together for good to them that love God.

Let good or ill befall,
It must be good for me,
Secure of having Thee in all,
Of having all in Thee.”

And this goodness and mercy that follow us are God’s own self.

Exodus 34

¢ And the Lord passed by before him, and proclaimed, The Lord,
The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abun-
dant in goodness and truth,

% Henry Francis Lyte, Hymn: My Spirit on Thy Care, 1834.
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Wherever we go, His goodness and mercy pursue us—run after
us.

Psalm 139

”Where shall | go from your Spirit? or where shall | flee from
your presence?

8 1f 1 ascend up into heaven, You are there; if | make my bed in
hell, behold, You are there.

°If | take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost
parts of the sea,

' Even there shall your hand lead me, and your right hand shall
hold me.

In the House of the Lord
Sabbath, June 11

Psalm 23
¢ | will dwell in the house of the Lord forever.

In whatever desert place we are, and however stony our bed,
the Lord is in that place, whether we know it or not, and there-
fore it is His house. His presence makes...

Isaiah 41
18 __.the dry land springs of water,

—and so even in the barren land we walk beside the still waters,
and lie down in green pastures. For...

Hebrews 12
22 __.you are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the liv-
ing God.

It is a good place to dwell; for...
Psalm 92
13 ..those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish
in the courts of our God.

" They shall still bring forth fruit in old age they shall be fat and
flourishing.
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45. Psalm 23: The Overflowing Cup

Present Truth, November 6, 1902
Original title: Back Page
Psalm 23:5

Psalm 23
° My cup runs over.

S O SANG the psalmist. With what was his cup filled so lav-
ishly? He tells us:

Psalm 16
* The Lord is the portion...of my cup.

He had an overflowing measure of the Lord. What is the nature
of this drink? It is life, eternal life.

Jeremiah 2
¥ [He is] the Fountain of living waters.

And we can say the same that the psalmist did; for,

John 1

16 Of His fullness have all we received.

He has come that we might have life, and that we might have it
more abundantly.®® Out of our overflowing cup of life we are to
drink until we are also full to overflowing, and from us must flow
forth rivers of living water for the refreshment of others.”

 John 10:10.
® John 7:38.
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46. Psalm 23: Pursued by Mercy

Present Truth, January 18, 1894
Psalm 23:6

In that most familiar of Psalms, the 23", we read,

Psalm 23
¢ Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life.

HE Hebrew word rendered “follow;,” properly means, “to run

after, to follow eagerly, to pursue” We associate the word
“follow” with the idea of lagging along behind; but the inspired
song is that goodness and mercy shall pursue us, they will run
after us.

His goodness and power are in His word, and:

Psalm 147
> His word runs very swiftly.

We are prone to think only of the fact that Satan goes about,
like a roaring lion, seeking to destroy us, forgetting that God
sends His goodness and mercy also after us, and that they are able
to deliver us.

Psalm 42
® The Lord will command His lovingkindness in the daytime, and
in the night His song shall be with me.
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47. Psalm 23: Seeking and Being Sought

Present Truth, December 4, 1902
Psalm 23:6

HE mistaken notion obtains among most people, that happi-

ness and success must be sought for. The truth is, that they
are the free gift of God, and cannot be obtained in any other way
than from the hand of God. Whoever seeks for them will invari-
ably miss them. On the other hand, they are seeking us. The
psalmist said,

Psalm 23
¢ Surely, goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my
life.

The Hebrew word here rendered, “follow” is, literally, pursue,
run after. Goodness and mercy are, at the command of God, pur-
suing His people. In line with this are the words of Moses when
he rehearsed the law of God to Israel:

Deuteronomy 28

'If you shall diligently hearken unto the voice of the Lord your
God, to observe and to do all of His commandments,...

2 All these blessings shall come on you, and overtake you.

If we seek for happiness we shall never find it, because that is
selfishness; and selfishness is opposed to the commandment of
God. But happiness is hunting for us, and will quickly overtake us
if we do not run away from it, for:

Psalm 147
' His word runs very swiftly.
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48. Psalm 23: The House of the Lord

Present Truth, September 29, 1904
Psalm 23:6

Psalm 23
¢ will dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

N WHATEVER desert place we are, and however stony our
bed, the Lord is in that place, whether we know it or not, and
therefore it is His house. His presence makes...

Isaiah 41
'8 ..the dry land springs of water,

—and so even in the barren land we walk beside the still waters,
and lie down in green pastures. For,

Hebrews 12
* You are come unto Mount Sion, and unto the city of the living

God.
It is a good place to dwell in, for...

Psalm 92

" Those that be planted in the house of the Lord shall flourish in
the courts of our God.

' They shall still bring forth in old age; they shall be fat and
flourishing.
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49. Psalm 24: The Lord’s People

Present Truth, December 5, 1895
Psalm 24:1

HO are the Lord’s people, and where may they be found?
The answer is easy—every one and everywhere.

Psalm 24

'The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof; the world, and
they that dwell therein.

If you are a dweller in this world you belong to the Lord. It is
not a question of whether you have ever given yourself to Him or
not; for all men are His by purchase. He bought us when we had
not power to give ourselves, and ransomed us with His life. Now
the question is,

“Will you let Him do what He will with His own?”

All belong to the Lord; but not all will let Him have His own.
That is all the difference there is between men. The Lord paid no
more for one than He did for another. He has no favorites.

But while the favor is equally extended to all, few in every gen-
eration have been willing to own the fact that the earth is the
Lord’s and that all who are in it belong to Him. The acknowledg-
ment must be a personal one, and this text must for ever put
away that miserable wail of the hymn:

“Tis a point I long to know,

Oft it causes anxious thought;
Do I love the Lord, or no?

Am I His, or am I not?”

Romans 6
¢ Know you not that to whom you yield yourselves servants to
obey, his you are to whom you obey?

7 John Newton, Hymn: In Doubt and Fear.
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He who feels a doubt if he is the Lord’s may set his mind at rest
on that point; he is the Lord’s but has not acknowledged God’s
claim on him.

And he who does not know that he loves the Lord, may be very
sure that he does not, because he does not know Him. Whoever
knows the Lord, loves Him.”

' 1 John 4 & He that loves not knows not God; for God is love.
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50. Psalm 25: The Lord’s Forgetfulness

Present Truth, March 22, 1894
Psalm 25:7

HERE is not a sin that any soul has committed, that is not
known to God. Yet the Psalmist uttered the following in-
spired prayer:

Psalm 25
7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions; ac-

cording to your mercy remember me, for your goodness’ sake, O
Lord.

It is the Spirit that teaches us how to pray, because He knows
the human heart, and also the mind of God, and...

Romans 8
7 ...He makes intercession for us according to the will of God.

Therefore we may know that it is the will of God to forget our
sins, and we may ask it in full assurance. God says of those who
hearken to His voice, and yield to His Spirit:

Hebrews 8
2 Their sins and their iniquities will | remember no more.

What a blessed assurance! The great God, who knows all our
sins as even we ourselves cannot know them, receives us gladly,
and treats us as though we had never sinned, because He forgets
our sins, and sees in us only His own righteousness. Thus we can
associate with Him without any fear or restraint.

He does not despise us, nor abash us with reproachful pity. He
does not shrink from us, as so fearful that we may defile Him, but
receives us into His bosom. Happy are they who know the Lord
indeed; and happy are the repentant sinners who see only Christ
in His professed followers.
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51. Psalm 25: The Fountain of Eternal Youth

Present Truth, September 13, 1900
Psalm 25:7-8

HO is there that is not suffering in his body for some sin

against the laws of life and health, that is, against God’s
life, committed no doubt in the ignorance of youth? or from some
inherited weakness that has been magnified by continued yield-
ing to it? The sin was committed in ignorance, but we suffer nev-
ertheless, even after we have learned the right way.

Is there then no hope for us, that we may be freed from the in-
firmity? or must we suffer for our past ignorance as long as we
live? There need to be no uncertainty about this matter, for the
Scriptures speak plainly. Let us read one blessed promise:

Psalm 25

7 Remember not the sins of my youth, nor my transgressions; ac-
cording to your mercy remember me for your goodness sake, O
Lord.

® Good and upright is the Lord; therefore will He teach sinners in
the way.

This is a prayer inspired by the Holy Spirit, who is sent to help
our infirmities, and to teach us to pray as we ought; and,

Romans 8
7 He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of

God.

Therefore we know this prayer is one that God is pleased to an-
swer, and that He will forget the sins of our youth, because He
will destroy them—swallow them up in His life.

Our sins were committed in ignorance, and the Lord who has
compassion on the ignorant, and...

Hebrews 5
?...on them that are out of the way,
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—gives us His own wisdom. He does this, teaching us the right
way, because He is “good and upright;””* but in that God is good
and upright, or...

1John 1
°...faithful and just, [He] forgives our sins, and cleanses us from
all unrighteousness.

It is “by His knowledge” that the righteous Servant of God
makes many righteous,

Isaiah 53
' ...for He shall bear their iniquities.

2 Peter 1

* All things that pertain unto life and godliness [are given to us]
through the knowledge of Him that has called us to glory and
virtue.

But in giving us wisdom (and He gives it freely to all who lack
it, and ask for it”’), God does not merely give us the knowledge
which enables us to recognize our failure, and leaves us to mourn
over it; the Gospel does not leave us to hopeless regrets, but:

1 Peter 1
’...begets us unto a lively hope by the resurrection of Jesus
Christ from the dead,

—-making us...

2 Peter 1
* ...partakers of the Divine nature.

Being born again, born from above,”* we have the privilege of
beginning life anew. Is it not a glorious prospect? How often we
have said,

“If I could live my life over again..”

2 Psalm 25:8.
7 James 1:5.
™ Galatians 4:26.
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But if we could, we should without doubt do the same things
again, that we have done. God provides something far better than
that, in giving to us an entirely new life, so that we may begin
again under entirely new and better conditions.

In forgiving all our iniquities, God provides healing for all our
diseases. Read the exhortation to bless Him...

Psalm 103

*...who redeems your life from destruction; who crowns you
with lovingkindness and tender mercies;

> Who satisfies your mouth with good things; so that your youth
is renewed like the eagle’s.

In renewing our youth, God redeems our life from destruction;
and the provision for this wondrous redemption is placed within
our reach, in all the good gifts of God, and is even placed within
us, since the Word is near us, in our mouth and in our heart,” and
God’s everlasting power and Divinity are manifested in every
thing that He has made.”

In Christ we find the fountain of eternal youth. Therefore,

Psalm 103

' Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His
holy name.

2 Bless the Lord, O, my soul; and forget not all His benefits.

> Romans 10:8.
* Romans 1:20.
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52. Psalm 25: Meekness

Present Truth, September 6, 1894
Original title: Front Page
Psalm 25:9

Psalm 25
° The meek will He guide in judgment; and the meek will He
teach His way.

BUT there is nobody who is naturally meek.

Mark 7

! For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil
thoughts, adulteries, fornications, murders,

22 Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness.

Psalm 73
¢ Pride compasses them about as a chain.

Meekness can be learned only from Christ. He says,

Matthew 11

% Come unto me, all you that labor and are heavy laden, and |
will give you rest.

» Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for | am meek and
lowly in heart; and you shall find rest unto your souls.

To be meek is to be like Christ.

Galatians 5

2 The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentle-
ness, goodness, faith,

> Meekness, temperance; against such there is no law.

Meekness then is identical with perfect obedience to the law of
God through the Spirit. It is the same thing as love, which...

1 Corinthians 13
* ...vaunts not itself, is not puffed up,
® Does not behave itself unseemly, seeks not her own.

And,
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Romans 13
' Love is the fulfilling of the law.

Colossians 2
* [In Christ] are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

1 Corinthians 1
* [He is] the power of God, and the wisdom of God.

The Spirit of the Lord is...

Isaiah 11
2 ...the Spirit of wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel
and might, the Spirit of the fear of the Lord.

Therefore he who learns of Christ, the meek and lowly One,
and possesses the Spirit, whose fruit is meekness, must necessar-
ily have sound wisdom and knowledge and discretion. We read:

Philippians 2
* Let nothing be done through strife or vainglory; but in lowli-
ness of mind let each esteem others better than themselves.

This is an exhortation to meekness, but how shall the thing be
done? It is not an easy thing for a man to think others better than
himself. The answer is indicated in Romans 12:3, where the exhor-
tation is repeated:

Romans 12

* For | say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to
think; but to think soberly, according as God has dealt to every
man the measure of faith.

Ephesians 2
8 ..faith...is the gift of God,

Romans 12
?...and the measure of faith which He has dealt to every man
is...

Revelation 14
12 ..the faith of Jesus,
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—which of course carries with it His meekness. It is not possible
that any man should, of himself, think others better than himself.
But when God reveals himself to him, and he realizes his own sin-
fulness by contrast, it is impossible for him to imagine that any
other can be as bad as he is. Thus he can, with Paul, declare him-
self to be the chief of sinners.”

There are very many who have this experience at times; to be
continually in that condition is another matter. How can it be
maintained? Only by...

Hebrews 12
? Looking unto Jesus, the Author and Finisher [Perfecter] of faith.

His faith, His trust in the Father, by which self was kept out of
sight, that the works might be seen to be only the Father’s, will
work the same in us. Then may be fulfilled in weak men and
women the words of Christ,

John 14

2 Verily, verily, | say unto you, He that believes on me, the works
that | do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he
do; because | go unto my Father.

The power that can do those works through human agents, can
also preserve in them the meekness that will not become puffed
up by them. Thus meekness brings wisdom and power.

77 1 Timothy 1:15.
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53. Psalm 25: Forgiveness and God's Name
Present Truth, December 1, 1898
Original title: Back Page
Psalm 25:11
Psalm 25
" For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity; for it is
great.

HAT a strange ground on which to base a plea for pardon!

One is naturally inclined to minimize his fault, when ask-
ing for pardon; among men the smaller the offense the more eas-
ily the pardon is secured, and that is why people are so apt to try
to hide their sins, or make them appear as small as possible. That
plan, however, is not the right one to pursue with the Lord.

" ...pardon my iniquity; for it is great.

When we think of it, we can see that the greater the sin the
greater the need of pardon; and when we look at the matter from
the Lord’s point of view, we can understand how it is that the
surest way to obtain pardon from Him is to set forth the sin in all
its enormity, without minimizing or excusing it in any way what-
ever.

1John 1
° If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our
sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Righteousness belongs to the Lord,” and:

2 Timothy 2
B He abides faithful; He cannot deny himself.

The greater our sin, therefore, the greater the manifestation of
God’s righteousness in forgiving it.

® Daniel 9:7.
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1 Timothy 1

' Faithful is the saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom | am
chief;

' Howbeit for this cause | obtained mercy, that in me as chief Je-
sus Christ might show forth all His longsuffering, for an ensam-
ple of them which should hereafter believe on Him unto eternal

life.

Just because Paul was the chief of sinners he received mercy!”

“What a wonderful Saviour!”®

Let no one fear to come to the Lord for pardon, because he is so
great a sinner; his sinfulness is his recommendation to the Lord.

Matthew 9

2 They that are whole need not a physician; but they that are
sick.

...l am not come to call the righteous, but sinners to repen-
tance.

The name of the Lord is:

Exodus 34

® The Lord God, merciful and gracious, longsuffering, and abun-
dant in goodness and truth,

7 Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgres-
sion and sin.

Now the plea is,

Psalm 25
" For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity.

If He should refuse such a request, He would be denying His
own name. He would be saying that He is no longer the Lord
God. You see it is absolutely impossible for the Lord to refuse to
pardon any sinner. As long as God lives, He must pardon the sins

7 1 Timothy 1:15-16.
% E. A. Hoffman, Hymn: What a Wonderful Saviour, 1891.
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of every one who from the heart requests forgiveness and cleans-
ing.

Romans 5

® God commends His love toward us, in that, while we were yet
sinners, Christ died for us.

® Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through Him.

' For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by
the death of His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be
saved by His life.

Belief in Christ is incompatible with doubt as to His power or
willingness to forgive any sin. To doubt on these points, is to dis-
believe that He is the Christ, the Son of God.

Acts 5

> Him has God exalted with His own right hand, to be a Prince
and a Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of
sins.

Mark, He gives repentance and forgiveness to Israel, without
exception, and it was they who crucified Him. To the very ones
who cried, “Crucify Him!” forgiveness was preached. Who then
dare say that he has sinned so much that he cannot be forgiven?

We are reconciled to God by the death of Christ.

2 Corinthians 5
> He died for all.

Hebrews 2
?...by the grace of God, He tasted death for every man.

Then are all reconciled. There is not a soul on earth whom God
does not in Christ count as sinless, for:

2 Corinthians 5
' God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not im-
puting their trespasses unto them.
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Whoever in the world, therefore, sincerely acknowledges him-
self to be a trespasser, may know that he is that very moment
freely and fully forgiven. And since it is by the life of Christ that
we are saved, it is evidently just as easy for Him to save one per-
son as another. To disbelieve this is to limit the Lord, and to make
Him like one of us.

The same One who created the tiniest blade of grass also cre-
ated the entire universe, and by the very same power. Nothing
less than the life of Christ could create the smallest thing, and
nothing more is required for the greatest. So to create a clean
heart in the vilest sinner is for the infinite life of the Lord just as
easy as to do so for the little child.

With what confidence then may we trust in the Lord for all that
we need!

This life of trust, how glad, how sweet!
My need and thy great fullness meet,
And I have all in Thee.*

8 Romans 5:10.
% Jean Sophia Pigott, Hymn: Lord Jesus, Thou dost Keep Thy Child.
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54. Psalm 25: The Mercy of the Lord

Present Truth, August 31, 1899
Psalm 25:11

Psalm 25
" For your name’s sake, O Lord, pardon my iniquity; for it is
great.

H OW different that is from the way persons uninstructed by
the Holy Spirit would come to the Lord. Ordinarily, when
we are asking for mercy we minimize the offense as much as pos-
sible; plead great provocation and extenuating circumstances, and
thus cover up for the moment the extent of the sin until it is
passed over and forgiven. But in this prayer David makes no ex-
cuses:

" ...pardon my iniquity, for it is great.

No matter how much we know about the Lord, we need contin-
ually to be reminded of the basis of pardon, or we shall get dis-
couraged, give up, and fall out of the way. The only thing that
keeps us in the way, is the one thing that starts us in the way. We
can never get discouraged so long as we are holding on to that
which started us, and the more we get of that the stronger we are.

When we sin, the only way of escape is to be lifted out by the
Lord, and have the sin forgiven and taken away. Jesus can do that,
and the way He does it is by putting righteousness in the place of
sin—Christ putting himself there, taking the sin on himself, and
swallowing it up. Although He had the sin of the world upon
Him, no one ever saw anything but righteousness.

It is as though all the refuse matter and corruption were cast
into a pit, yet the pit swallows up everything, hides it away, disin-
fects it, so that no miasma, foul odors, or disease come from it. So
with Christ. All the disease and sin and filth of the world were
put upon Him, yet nobody ever saw it there. There is the marvel,
for with men,
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Galatians 5
9 . the works of the flesh are manifest.

They are visible in the very flesh of men, women, and children
as you pass them on the street, even though not a word be ut-
tered. Christ puts himself in our lives, and that takes the sin away:.
It is buried. And the magnitude of the sin makes no difference. He
can pardon a great offense as well as a small one. To limit the
Lord when He says He pardons, is to say that He will pardon up
to a certain point, and then will go no further. This would make
Him a finite being. That was the sin of ancient Israel:

Psalm 78
' They...limited the Holy One of Israel.

Look at it in another way. The true physician is the one who
