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1. 1. The The Testimony of the WordTestimony of the Word
Signs of the Times, March 25, April 1, & April 8, 1889
Original title: The Divinity of Christ

Preamble

The Methodists have recently issued another book on
the  Sabbath  question,  written  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  M.  C.
Briggs, now of Santa Clara, Cal. The book is in many re-
spects different from any that have preceded it, notably
in that it attempts simply to prove “a commanding prob-
ability” that the venerable day of the sun—“the wild solar
holiday of all pagan times”—was the original Sabbath of
Jehovah. We have promised the author a review of his
book in the Signs of the Times, and with this we begin the
fulfillment of that promise.

Before we pay any attention to the Sabbath argument,
however, we wish to present a line of thought suggested
by a sentence in the preface. Speaking of those who ob-
serve the  seventh day as  the  Sabbath,  whom he com-
mends  for  their  liberality  in  denominational  outlays,
their  diligence  in  propagating  the  doctrines  held  by
them, and their fidelity to their convictions, the Doctor
says:

“One only regrets that their influence is not brought to
bear in support of the true Sabbath. Their genius of inter-
pretation—especially  that  of  the  Saturday-Sabbath  Ad-
ventists—illustrates itself  in specific results  which must
counter-work  each  other,  such  as  formal  feet  washing
(now  well-nigh  abandoned,  I  believe),  the  denial  of
Christ’s divinity, the utter and contemptuous rejection of
a supersensuous nature, a soul or spirit in man, and the
annihilation of the wicked.”

As to the denial that man possesses a soul or spirit, we
can say that we know of no Adventists, Sabbatarian or
otherwise, who do this. If the Doctor thinks so, he has
been misinformed. Certainly he never read any such de-
nial. That subject is not under discussion at the present
time, so we will simply say that Seventh-day Adventists
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believe the Bible as a whole, and every part of the whole,
and when they read Paul’s prayer that the “whole spirit
and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the com-
ing of our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thessalonians 5:23), they
accept it as evidence that man has both soul and spirit.
What they reject is the unwarranted additions made to
the Bible by Protestant and Papal doctors of divinity, by
which they try to make it uphold the pagan dogmas that
the soul or spirit is immortal.

But when the Doctor states that Seventh-day Adven-
tists deny the divinity of Christ, we know that he writes
recklessly. We are fully persuaded in our own mind that
he knows better; but be that as it may, the statement has
been  made  so  often  by  men  who  professed  to  know
whereof they were speaking, that many have come to be-
lieve it; and for their sakes, as well as for the benefit of
those who may now have given the subject any thought,
we propose to set forth the truth. We have no theory to
bolster  up,  and  so,  instead  of  stating  propositions,  we
shall simply quote the word of God, and accept what it
says.

HE first text that we quote is that one so familiar to ev-
eryone who knows anything of the Bible:T

John 1
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. The same was in the beginning 
with God.

That this refers to Christ is evident from verse 4:
4 In Him was life; and the life was the light of men;

–and from verse 14:
14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, full of 
grace and truth.
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Indeed,  we never  heard of  anyone who doubted that  the
evangelist has reference to Christ in this passage. From it we
learn that Christ is God. That text alone, if we had no other, is
sufficient to establish the divinity of Christ, for the word “di-
vinity” means,

“the nature or essence of God.”

We believe in the divinity of Christ, because the Bible says
that  Christ  is  God.  In  the  book  of  Isaiah,  which  is  full  of
prophecies of the Messiah, we find the following words spo-
ken in anticipation of Christ:

Isaiah 9
6 For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the 
government shall be upon His shoulder; and His name shall 
be called Wonderful, Counselor, The mighty God, The ever-
lasting Father, The Prince of Peace.

It would be impossible to find titles which would more com-
pletely  show the  exalted  nature  of  Christ  than these:  “The
mighty God, The everlasting Father.” But we read again from
the beloved disciple:

John 1
18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, 
which is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

This texts shows the closeness of the relationship between
Christ and the Father. He is “the only begotten Son,” and He is
“in the bosom of the Father.” No matter where Christ may be
in person, He is “in the bosom of the Father;” that is a state-
ment that is universally true, showing the unity of the Father
and the Son.

18 ...He has declared Him.

That is, no man has seen God, but they know His character
and attributes, because they have seen Him set forth in Christ.
This truth is well indicated by the words of Christ to Philip:
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John 14
8 Philip said unto Him, Lord, show us the Father, and it suf-
fices us.
9 Jesus said unto him, Have I been so long time with you, and
yet have you not known me, Philip? he that has seen me has 
seen the Father; and how say you then, Show us the Father?

So perfectly did Christ represent the Father, that for one to
say that he had not seen the Father was equivalent to saying
that he had not seen Christ. For this we have the words of
Christ himself; therefore those who refuse to accept  Him as
divine, do so simply because they cannot believe  His word.
Those  who do  not  believe  that  Christ,  as  He  was  here  on
earth, was divine, do not give  Him credit for being even an
honest  man.  The very  name  that  was  given  to  Jesus—Em-
manuel—signifies,

Matthew 1
23 God with us.

The writer to the Hebrews, speaking of Christ’s superiority
to the angels, says that it is because:

Hebrews 1
3 He has by inheritance a more excellent name than they.

What name is it that He has by inheritance? It is,

Isaiah 9
6 The mighty God.

As the only begotten Son of God, He has that name by right.
It is most natural that the Son should inherit the name of the
Father. That  He has this name, is shown still further by the
words  of  the  Father  himself,  who addresses  the  Son  by  it.
Speaking of God the Father, the apostle says,

Hebrews 1
8 But unto the Son He says, Your throne, O God, is for ever 
and ever; a scepter of righteousness is the scepter of your 
kingdom.
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Perhaps as strong an argument for the divinity of Christ as
can be found in the Bible, aside from positive statements, is
contained in Matthew 19, for it is Christ’s own claim that He
was God. It is even more emphatic than  John 14:9. A young
man, a ruler, came to Christ and said,

Matthew 19
16 Good Master, what good thing shall I do, that I may have 
eternal life?
17 And He said unto him, Why do you call me good? there is 
none good but one, that is, God: but if you will enter into 
life, keep the commandments.

What  did  Christ  mean by  His  counter  question?  Did  He
mean to reprove the young man for calling Him good? Did He
mean to disclaim that epithet? Not by any means, for He was
absolutely  good;  He  was  goodness  personified.  Paul  states
that He is...

Hebrews 7
26 ...holy, harmless, undefiled, separate from sinners, and 
made higher than the heavens.

There can be no question but that He was good. He meant
to impress upon the young man’s mind the fact that the one
whom he was addressing as Master was not a mere man, as
one of the rabbis, but that He was God. He claimed for himself
absolute goodness, and since there is none good but God, He
thereby identified himself with God. And with this we may
connect the statement of the apostle Paul, that:

Colossians 2
9 In Him dwells all the fulness of the Godhead bodily.

The  following  passages  undoubtedly  refer  to  Christ,  and
give to Him all the power and glory of the Godhead:

Psalm 50
1 The mighty God, even the Lord, has spoken, and called the 
earth from the rising of the sun unto the going down thereof.
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2 Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God has shined.
3 Our God shall come, and shall not keep silence; a fire shall 
devour before Him, and it shall be very tempestuous round 
about Him.
4 He shall call to the heavens from above, and to the earth, 
that He may judge His people.
5 Gather my saints together unto me; those that have made a
covenant with me by sacrifice.
6 And the heavens shall declare His righteousness; for God is 
judge himself.

This text describes the second coming of  Christ.  Another
somewhat similar is:

Habakkuk 3
3 God came from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount 
Paran. Selah. His glory covered the heavens, and the earth 
was full of His praise.
4 And His brightness was as the light; He had horns coming 
out of His hand [margin: bright beams coming out of His 
side]; and there was the hiding of His power.
5 Before Him went the pestilence, and burning coals went 
forth at His feet.
6 He stood, and measured the earth: He beheld, and drove 
asunder the nations; and the everlasting mountains were 
scattered, the perpetual hills did bow: His ways are everlast-
ing.

Here we have unmistakable reference to the coming of the
Lord. His power and Godhead could hardly be more sublimely
presented. Note the words,

Habakkuk 3 [margin]
4 He had bright beams coming out of His side; and there was 
the hiding of His power.

It was from the side of Christ that the mingled blood and
water flowed, which showed that His heart had been broken
for sinners. The wounds of Jesus are the pledge of His love to
sinners. From His side flowed the blood which...
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1 John 1
7 ...cleanses us from all sin.

But if that blood is despised, those wounds become as pow-
erful  for  wrath  as  for  salvation.  By  His  great  sacrifice  He
showed His infinite power to redeem and to destroy. That the
sight of the wounds of Jesus will deepen the fear and anguish
of sinners is indicated by the words:

Revelation 1
7 Behold, He comes with clouds; and every eye shall see Him,
and they also which pierced Him; and all kindreds of the 
earth shall wail because of Him.

But perhaps the strongest language of all, as showing the
divinity and majesty of Christ, is found in Isaiah. The prophet
says,

Isaiah 6
1 In the year that king Uzziah died I saw also the Lord sitting 
upon a throne, high and lifted up, and His train filled the 
temple.
2 Above it stood the seraphims; each one had six wings; with 
twain he covered his face, and with twain he covered his 
feet, and with twain he did fly.
3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is 
the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full of His glory.
4 And the posts of the door moved at the voice of him that 
cried, and the house was filled with smoke.
5 Then said I, Woe is me! for I am undone; because I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I dwell in the midst of a people of 
unclean lips; for my eyes have seen the King, the Lord of 
hosts.

We should not know to whom this refers,  if  our Saviour
himself had not, in John 12:40-41, quoted Isaiah’s words in the
tenth verse of this chapter, and applied them to himself:

John 12
41 These things said Isaiah, when he saw His [Christ’s] glory, 
and spoke of Him [Christ].
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From these texts we have proof not only that the inspired
writers call Jesus the Divine Son of God, but that Jesus himself
claimed to be God. The fact that Jesus is spoken of as the only
begotten Son of God should be sufficient to establish a belief
in His divinity. As Son of God, He must partake of the nature
of God.

John 5
26 As the Father has life in himself, so has He given to the 
Son to have life in himself.

Life and immortality are imparted to the faithful followers
of God, but Christ alone shares with the Father the power to
impart life. He has “life in himself,” that is,  He is able to per-
petuate  His own existence. This is shown by His own words
when, showing the voluntary nature of His sacrifice for man,
He said,

John 10
17 I lay down my life, that I might take it again.
18 No man takes it from me, but I lay it down of myself. I 
have power to lay it down, and I have power to take it again.

That Christ is divine is shown by the fact that  He receives
worship. Angels have always refused to receive worship and
adoration. But we read of the Father, that:

Hebrews 1
6 When He brought in the first begotten into the world, He 
said, And let all the angels of God worship Him.

If He is to receive worship from angels, it follows as a mat-
ter of course that  He should receive worship from men; and
we find that even while here on earth, in the likeness of man,
He received worship as God. The prophet John thus records
the adoration which Christ will finally receive equally with
the Father:

8 The Divinity of Christ



Revelation 5
13 And every creature which is in heaven, and on the earth, 
and under the earth, and such as are in the sea, and all that 
are in them, heard I saying, Blessing, and honor, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him that sits upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb for ever and ever.

If Christ were not God, this would be idolatry. The great in-
dictment against the heathen is that they...

Romans 1
25 ...changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshiped and 
served the creature more than the Creator.

It  matters  not  what  the  position  of  a  creature  may  be,
whether a beast, a man, or an angel, worship of it is strictly
forbidden. Only God may be worshiped, and since Christ may
be worshiped, Christ is God. So say the Scriptures of truth.

It is hardly necessary, with all  this army of testimony, to
speak  of  the  pre-existence  of  Christ.  One  of  the  strangest
things in the world is that men professing to believe and rev-
erence the Bible, will claim that Christ had no existence prior
to  His  birth  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  Three  texts  only  will  be
quoted here to disprove this theory, but texts which will be
quoted later, on another point, will just as fully prove the pre-
existence of Christ. The first text is in the prayer of Jesus, on
the night of His betrayal. He said:

John 17
5 And now, Father, glorify me with your own self, with the 
glory which I had with You before the world was.

We don’t know what could be plainer, unless it is the state-
ment that He made the world. John says that:

John 1
3 All things were made by Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made.
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But stronger still are the words of the prophet, who foretold
the place of the birth of the Messiah, in these words:

Micah 5 [margin]
2 But you, Bethlehem Ephratah, though you be little among 
the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall He come forth 
unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have 
been from of old, from the days of eternity.

He who would dispute the pre-existence of Christ,  in the
face of these texts, would deny that the sun shines at midday,
if it suited his notion to do so.

In arguing the perfect equality of the Father and the Son,
and the fact that Christ is in very nature God, we do not de-
sign to be understood as teaching that the Father was not be-
fore the Son. It should not be necessary to guard this point,
lest some should think that the Son existed as soon as the Fa-
ther, yet some go to that extreme, which adds nothing to the
dignity of Christ, but rather detracts from the honor due Him,
since many throw the whole thing away rather than accept a
theory  so  obviously  out  of  harmony  with  the  language  of
Scripture, that Jesus is the  only begotten Son of God. He was
begotten, not created. He is of the substance of the Father, so
that in His very nature He is God; and since that is so,

Colossians 1
19 It pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness dwell.

Some have difficulty in reconciling Christ’s statement,

John 14
28 My Father is greater than I,

–with the idea that  He is God, and is entitled to worship.
Some, indeed, dwell upon that text alone as sufficient to over-
throw the idea of Christ’s divinity. But if that were allowed, it
would only prove a contradiction in the Bible,  and even in
Christ’s own speech, for it is most positively declared, as we
have seen, that He is divine.
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There are two facts which are amply sufficient to account
for  Christ’s  statement  recorded  in  John 14:28.  One  is  that
Christ is the Son of God. While both are of the same nature,
the Father is first in point of time. He is also greater in that He
had no beginning, while Christ’s personality had a beginning.
Then, too, the statement is emphatically true in view of the
position which Christ had assumed.

Philippians 2 [RV]
7 [He] emptied himself, taking the form of a servant, being 
made in the likeness of men.

Hebrews 2
9 [He was] made a little lower than the angels, for the suffer-
ing of death.

In order to redeem men, He had to come where they were.
He did not lay aside His divinity, but He laid aside His glory,
and veiled His divinity with humanity. So His statement,

John 14
28 My Father is greater than I,

–is perfectly consistent with the claim, made by himself as
well as by all who wrote of Him, that He was and is God.
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After feeling the wounds, Thomas declares, "My Lord, and my God!"
(Otto Stemler)



2. 2. The Testimony of Christ’s WorksThe Testimony of Christ’s Works
Signs of the Times, April 15, 1889
Original title: The Divinity of Christ

E COME to notice some of the works which Christ
does as God, and in this we shall find additional proof

of His divinity. In one talk with the Jews, He used the follow-
ing language, which shows His position of equality with the
Father:

W

John 5 [RV]
22 For neither does the Father judge any man, but He has 
given all judgment unto the Son; that all may honor the Son 
even as they honor the Father.
23 He that honors not the Son, honors not the Father which 
sent Him.

The first way in which God is revealed to us as demanding
honor, is as Creator. Paul says that the heathen who know not
God are without excuse, because God has revealed unto them
that which may be known of Him; for ever since the creation
of the world, the invisible things of God, that is, His eternal
power and Godhead, are clearly seen, being understood by the
things which are made.1

Now since Christ is to be honored by all, just as they honor
the Father, it follows that He is to be honored as Creator; and
so, according to Paul’s words to the Romans, the visible cre-
ation affords  proof  of  the  “eternal  power and Godhead” of
Christ. Let us note a few texts which speak of Christ as Cre-
ator. John 1:1-2 has already been quoted, showing that Christ
is God. Verse 3 says:

John 1
3 All things were made by Him, and without Him was not 
anything made that was made.

1 Romans 1:19-20.
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In Hebrews 1:8-10 we have the record of language which the
Father addressed to the Son. The first, in verses 8-9, in which
the Father addresses the Son as God, we have already quoted.
But in verse 10 we are told that He said further to Him:

Hebrews 1
10 You, Lord, in the beginning have laid the foundation of the 
earth; and the heavens are the works of your hands.

So whenever we look abroad upon the earth, or view the
shining heavens, we may know that they show the power and
love of our Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. Without Him was
not  anything made.  The apostle  Paul  makes  this  most  em-
phatic,  in  his  Epistle  to  the  Colossians,  of  Christ,  through
whose love we have redemption. He says:

Colossians 1
15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of ev-
ery creature;
16 For by Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be 
thrones, or dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things 
were created by Him, and for Him;
17 And He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.

From the words, “the firstborn of every creature,” some have
argued that Christ himself is a created being. But that is not
only a hasty conclusion, but one directly opposed to the text
itself. Note the following points:

1. CHRIST IS CREATOR

The same thing could not be both creature and Creator. But
this text affirms in the most emphatic terms, what other texts
teach, that Christ is Creator.

2. CHRIST WAS NOT CREATED

Verse 16 shows that He was not created,
16 For by Him were all things created, that are in Heaven, and
that are in earth, visible and invisible, etc.
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Says John, also,

John 1
3 All things were made by Him; and without Him was not 
anything made that was made.

This excludes Christ from the list of created beings; for ev-
erything that was made, was made by  Him. In  Revelation 5
also, it is stated that:

Revelation 5
13 Every creature which is in Heaven, and on the earth, and 
under the earth,

–gave honor and glory to Him.

3. FIRSTBORN MEANS PRE-EMINENCE

The term “firstborn of every creature” cannot by any possi-
bility indicate that He is a created being, standing related to
other creatures simply as first, and highest in rank, because
He is...

John 3
18 ...the only begotten Son of God.

There is none other in the universe that stands related to
God the Father as He does. The term firstborn does not in this
case, at least, imply that others were born after Him. It only
shows His pre-eminence above all things, as stated in:

Colossians 1
18 And He is the head of the body, the church: who is the be-
ginning, the firstborn from the dead; that in all things He 
might have the preeminence.

4. CREATION EXISTED IN HIM

Verse 17 says:
17 He is before all things, and by Him all things consist.
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This again separates Him from the creation, except as cre-
ation’s Lord; and this is what the text teaches. In Him creation
had its beginning, as stated in:

Revelation 3
14 These things says the Amen, the faithful and true witness, 
the beginning of the creation of God.

Creation existed in Him, in embryo, as it were;

Colossians 1
19 For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fullness 
dwell.

No language could more perfectly show the pre-existence
and the creative power of Christ, than does the language of
Colossians 1:15-17.

Colossians 1
17 ...by Him all things consist.

Literally, “by Him all things hold, or stay, together.” This is
equivalent to Hebrews 1:3, which speaks of Him as...

Hebrews 1
3 ...upholding all things by the word of His power.

He brought all things into existence, and He preserves them
in existence. His word caused them to exist, and His word up-
holds them. In all these things He acts, not independently, but
conjointly with the Father. Said He,

John 10
30 I and my Father are one.

Not a thought does one have that is not the thought of the
other. Their unity in creation is shown in the words,

Genesis 1
26 And God said, Let us make man in our image, after our 
likeness.
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This union of the Father and the Son serves to explain why
the Hebrew word which is  rendered “God” is  in  the plural
number.

John 1
18 No man has seen God at any time; the only begotten Son 
which is in the bosom of the Father, He has declared Him.

All that we know of God, we learn through Christ. Let no
one, therefore, say that in exalting Christ we are in danger of
lowering our ideas of God. That is impossible, for the more ex-
alted ideas we have of Christ, the more exalted must be our
ideas of the Father.
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Peter confesses, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living God!"
(Children's Bible Cards, 1896-1916)



3. 3. Christ as LawgiverChrist as Lawgiver
Signs of the Times, April 22, 1889
Original title: The Divinity of Christ. Christ as Lawgiver

INCE all must honor the Son even as they honor the Fa-
ther,  they must  honor Him not  only as  Creator,  but as

Lawgiver. Says Isaiah,
S

Isaiah 33
22 The Lord is our judge, the Lord is our lawgiver, the Lord is 
our king, He will save us.

Consider the statement of Christ:

John 5
22 The Father judges no man, but has committed all judg-
ment unto the Son;
23 That all men should honor the Son, even as they honor the
Father.

This is in itself evidence that Christ is lawgiver. Only the
power that makes the laws can provide for their execution.
We shall now proceed to give proof that the law was given by
Christ, even as it is His righteousness.

Christ was the leader of the children of Israel from Egypt to
Canaan. Perhaps there is no one who does not believe this in
a general way; but it  is susceptible of very clear proof.  We
quote first:

1 Corinthians 10
4 [Our fathers]...did all drink the same spiritual drink: for 
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed [margin: 
went with] them: and that Rock was Christ.

This of itself is sufficient to settle the matter:

• Christ is the Rock upon which the church of God is 
built, and the Rock that shall grind the enemies of God 
to powder. Matthew 16:18; Ephesians 2:20; 1 Peter 2:4-8; 
Luke 20:17-18.
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• He is the Rock upon which those who are lifted from 
the horrible pit of sin have their goings established. 
Psalm 40:1-2; 1 Corinthians 3:11.

• It was He whom Israel rejected when he “lightly es-
teemed the Rock of his salvation.” Deuteronomy 32:15.

This is still more clearly shown by a comparison of Numbers
21:5-6 and 1 Corinthians 10:10. The first text tells that:

Numbers 21
5 The people spoke against God, and against Moses, Where-
fore have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? for there is no bread, neither is there any water; 
and our soul loathes this light bread.
6 And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people; and much people of Israel died.

Here we see that the people spoke not only against Moses,
their visible leader, but also against God, their invisible leader.
Now in  1  Corinthians 10:9  Paul  tells  plainly  against  whom
they were murmuring. He says,

1 Corinthians 10
9 Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, 
and were destroyed of serpents.

So it was Christ who, with the name of God, was leading Is-
rael, and it was against Him that they murmured. Hebrews 3:5-
11 also teaches the same thing very plainly. One has only to
read it with care to see that Christ is the one whose voice the
Holy  Ghost  warns us  not  to  reject  as  did  the  fathers  who
tempted Him forty years in the wilderness. We quote:

Hebrews 3
5 And Moses verily was faithful in all his house, as a servant, 
for a testimony of those things which were to be spoken af-
ter;
6 But Christ as a son over His own house; whose house are 
we, if we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the 
hope firm unto the end.
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7 Wherefore as the Holy Ghost saith, Today if you will hear 
His voice,
8 Harden not your hearts, as in the provocation, in the day of
temptation in the wilderness;
9 When your fathers tempted me, proved me, and saw my 
works forty years.
10 Wherefore I was grieved with that generation, and said, 
They do always err in their heart; and they have not known 
my ways.
11 So I swore in my wrath, They shall not enter into my rest.

Since Christ was the leader of ancient Israel from Egypt to
Canaan, it follows that Christ was the Angel of the Lord who
appeared to Moses in the burning bush, and said:

Exodus 3
6 I am the God of your father, the God of Abraham, the God 
of Isaac, and the God of Jacob. And Moses hid his face; for he
was afraid to look upon God.
7 And the Lord said, I have surely seen the affliction of my 
people which are in Egypt, and have heard their cry by rea-
son of their taskmasters; for I know their sorrows;
8 And I am come down to deliver them out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good
land and a large, unto a land flowing with milk and honey.

If any should object to this most natural conclusion, on the
ground that the one here speaking calls himself “I AM THAT I
AM,” the self-existent One—Jehovah—we have only to remind
him that:

• The Father has given to the Son to have life in himself;2

• Christ asserted the same thing of himself when He said, 
“Before Abraham was, I am”3; for which supposed blas-
phemy the Jews attempted to stone Him; and

• By the prophet He is most plainly called Jehovah, in the 
following passage: “Behold, the days come, says the 

2 John 5:26.
3 John 8:5-6.
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Lord, that I will raise unto David a righteous Branch, 
and a King shall reign and prosper, and shall execute 
judgment and justice in the earth. In His days Judah 
shall be saved, and Israel shall dwell safely; and this is 
His name whereby He shall be called, THE LORD OUR 
RIGHTEOUSNESS;” literally, “Jehovah our righteousness.”4

But to return to the main point, which is that Jesus was the
leader of Israel from Egypt, the Redeemer of His people from
bondage, as shown by the texts cited. Now connect the intro-
ductory words of the Decalogue:

Exodus 20
1 And God spake all these words, saying,
2 I am the Lord your God, which have brought thee out of 
the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.
3 You shall have no other gods before me.

This scripture positively identifies the leader of the children
of Israel from Egypt, as the giver of the law from Sinai. If it is
said that in the transaction we cannot separate the Father and
the Son, we reply that that is just the point we are making.
The Father and the Son cannot be separated in any transac-
tion, for they are one.

But just as the Son was the one by whom all things were
created, so was He the one who declared to the people the law
of Jehovah. Thus He is the divine Word. The Son declares the
will of the Father, which is also His own will.

The fact that it was the voice of Christ that declared the law
from Sinai, may be demonstrated in another way, as follows:
After speaking of the giving of the law, in  Hebrews 12:18-21,
the apostle says,

Hebrews 12
25 See that you refuse not Him that speaks. For if they es-
caped not who refused Him that spoke on earth, much more 

4 Jeremiah 23:5-6.
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shall not we escape, if we turn away from Him that speaks 
from heaven;
26 Whose voice then shook the earth; but now He has 
promised, saying, Yet once more I shake not the earth only, 
but also heaven.

This tells us that the same voice which shook the earth at
the giving of the law from Sinai  will  once again shake the
earth,  and the heavens also.  Now note  the following texts,
which show what takes place in connection with the second
advent:

1 Thessalonians 4
16 For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a 
shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of
God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first.

That it is Christ’s voice that is then heard is shown by the
following:

John 5
26 For as the Father has life in himself; so has He given to the
Son to have life in himself;
27 And has given Him authority to execute judgment also, be-
cause He is the Son of man.
28 Marvel not at this; for the hour is coming, in the which all 
that are in the graves shall hear His voice,
29 And shall come forth; they that have done good, unto the 
resurrection of life; and they that have done evil, unto the 
resurrection of damnation.

So it is the voice of the Son of God that opens the graves.
Now we will compare a few more scriptures. In  Psalm 2:6-8
we learn that Christ is to rule the heathen with a rod of iron,
and to dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel. Isaiah says
that:

Isaiah 11
4 He shall smite the earth with the rod of His mouth, and 
with the breath of His lips shall He slay the wicked.
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In  Revelation 19:11-21 we have a description of the going
forth of Christ with the armies of Heaven to contend with and
destroy the wicked nations of earth; and in  Jeremiah 25 this
battle is thus described:

Jeremiah 25
30 The Lord shall roar from on high, and utter His voice from 
His holy habitation; He shall mightily roar upon His habita-
tion; He shall give a shout, as they that tread the grapes, 
against all the inhabitants of the earth.
31 A noise shall come even to the ends of the earth; for the 
Lord has a controversy with the nations, He will plead with 
all flesh; He will give them that are wicked to the sword.

Compare with this  Revelation 19:15 and  Isaiah 63:1-6, and
read the following:

Joel 3
16 The Lord also shall roar out of Zion, and utter His voice 
from Jerusalem; and the heavens and the earth shall shake; 
but the Lord will be the hope of His people, and the strength 
of the children of Israel.

These texts are sufficient to show that the shaking of the
heavens and the earth is done by the voice of the One who
has the controversy with the nations, and who is to destroy
them and deliver His people. We have already seen that the
voice that is to shake the heavens and the earth is the same
voice that shook the earth at the giving of the law.

But it is Christ who is to dash the nations in pieces, and so
it  is  His  voice  that  will  shake  the  earth  and  also  heaven.
Therefore it was the voice of Jesus that spoke the ten com-
mandments from the top of Sinai. The law is the truth,5 and
Christ says,

John 14
6 I am the way, the truth, and the life.

5 Psalm 119:142.
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The ten commandments are God’s righteousness,6 and His
will;7 but they represent the righteous will of Christ as much
as they do that of the Father; for He and the Father are one.

6 Isaiah 51:4-7.
7 Romans 2:17-18.

3. Christ as Lawgiver 25



Moses receives the Ten Commandments from Christ
(Historic Illustrations of the Bible v2, 1840)



4. 4. Lawgiver and RedeemerLawgiver and Redeemer
Signs of the Times, May 6, 1889
Original title: Divinity of Christ. Lawgiver and Redeemer

E MAY take the fourth commandment, and show that
what is true of the whole law is specially true of it.

Thus; in that commandment we read that:
W

Exodus 20
11 In six days the Lord made heaven and earth, the sea, and 
all that in them is, and rested the seventh day; wherefore the
Lord blessed the Sabbath day, and hallowed it.

Genesis 2
3 And God blessed the seventh day, and sanctified it; because
that in it He had rested from all His work which God created
and made.

The One who made the heavens and the earth also made the
Sabbath for man. He made it by resting at the close of His cre-
ative  work,  and  by afterwards blessing and  sanctifying the
day upon which He rested—the seventh day.

It was the same being who created, who rested on the sev-
enth day, who blessed the seventh day, and who sanctified it,
or set it apart for man to use, with instruction how he should
use it.  But  it  was Christ  who created the heavens and the
earth, for,

Colossians 1
16 By Him were all things created, that are in heaven, and 
that are in earth, visible and invisible...all things were cre-
ated by Him.

Therefore it was Christ who made the Sabbath. He is Lord
of all, even of the Sabbath-day.8 Thus we identify the Sabbath,
—the same day which the Jews professed to keep, and which

8 Matthew 12:8.
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they wickedly accused Christ  of  violating,—with the Lord’s
day.

So we have proved in general and in particular that Christ is
the Lawgiver for all mankind. We must honor Him, therefore,
as  Creator,  and  as  Lawgiver,  and  now,  lastly,  as  Redeemer.
And in this we come to the comforting, encouraging part of
all that has gone before.

A few texts will suffice on this point.

John 3
16 God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten 
Son, that whosoever believes in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.

But the giving was not all on the part of the Father. Both Fa-
ther and Son shared equally in this, as in all things else. Paul
says of Christ that He...

Galatians 1
4 ...gave himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from 
this present evil world, according to the will of God and our 
Father.

Titus 2
13 Looking for that blessed hope, and the glorious appearing 
of the great God and our Saviour Jesus Christ;
14 Who gave himself for us, that He might redeem us from all
iniquity, and purify unto himself a peculiar people, zealous of
good works.

But  while  the  Father  and  the  Son shared  equally  in  this
work, the Son was the one in whom the Father was revealed,
as we have learned from  John 1:18 and 14:7-9. Paul also ex-
pressly declares that:

2 Corinthians 5
19 God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself.
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We can know the measure of God’s love for man only as
we...

Ephesians 3
19 ...know the love of Christ, which passes knowledge.

And we can learn this only from Calvary. So John says,

1 John 3
16 Hereby perceive we the love of God, because He laid down 
His life for us.

It is our God that is our Redeemer. What a pledge this af-
fords of the faithfulness of the “exceeding great and precious
promises”9 of the gospel. The great law of the universe was
broken by the inhabitants of this little planet, and the Law-
giver gave himself to redeem these rebels. If He had deputized
an angel, we would have no surety of salvation; but He gave
himself. No other life was of enough value. By giving himself
He fulfilled the words of the prophet:

Isaiah 42
21 The Lord is well pleased for His righteousness’ sake; He 
will magnify the law, and make it honorable.

He magnified it by His death. By that He showed its worth,
and how utterly impossible it is for the law to be changed or
abrogated, or to swerve in the least from its rigidity.

This meets the infidel cavil of the injustice of having an in-
nocent person suffer for a guilty one. That would be unjust,
under ordinary circumstances; but when that innocent one is
the Lawgiver himself, there is no injustice. God could not re-
lax one jot of the claims of His law. To do that would have
been to deny himself, to set aside His own righteousness.

But He had a right to give himself for man, and in so doing
He vindicated His law and justified believing sinners, and at
the same time was perfectly just.

9 2 Peter 1:4.
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And if the Lawgiver gave himself for us, to redeem us from
the  transgression  of  His  own  law,  what  greater  assurance
could we ask that He will save to the uttermost all who come
to Him? Well might Paul say,

2 Timothy 1
12 I know whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him against 
that day.

When we remember also the wonderful power manifested
in the creation, in bringing the worlds from nothing, how ap-
propriate are the words of the apostle Peter:

1 Peter 4
19 Wherefore, let them that suffer according to the will of 
God commit the keeping of their souls to Him in well-doing, 
as unto a faithful Creator.

He who  is  able  to  take  things  that  are  not,  to  bring  to
naught things that are,10 is able to take our very weakness and
turn it into strength; and for our further assurance we have
the record of many who...

Hebrews 11
34 ...out of weakness were made strong.

Well may the poet sing:

How firm a foundation, you saints of the Lord,
Is laid for your faith in His excellent word!

What more can He say than to you He has said,
Who unto the Saviour for refuge have fled?11

10 1 Corinthians 1:28.
11 Robert Keene, Hymn: How Firm a Foundation, 1787.
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A Centurion professes faith in Christ’s divinity at the Cross:
"Truly this was the Son of God!"

(Monogrammist AG, 15th c – British Museum)
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