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Foreword

ATHERED in this volume, are the last writings of F. T.
Wright, which he was working on up to the date of his
death, in June 29, 1997.

Most of these articles appeared in the monthly Messenger and
News Review church paper, beginning with the November 1993 is-
sue. Fred had written many articles in advance, so that they con-
tinued to be published after his death, the last one appearing in
the December 2000 edition of the paper.

As Fred’s mind was at times a bit weak during his last years,
the studies were carefully edited, I believe by Andreas Dura, al-
though some others might have been involved in correcting
grammar, or inserting quotations from the Spirit of Prophecy
writings.

Included in this collection of published articles, are some un-
published draft articles that were part of this series; or in some
cases paragraphs were taken from the drafts and added into the
published articles. These might be a bit rougher than the pub-
lished articles, but the inspiration and thought of a man who ded-
icated his life to God’s work, shines through.

The series was intended to cover the books of Daniel and the
Revelation, and so it was originally titled, but it actually dwelt
mainly on the book of Daniel, with some cross-references to Rev-
elation. The book of Daniel is the “little book open” in the hand of
the Angel of Revelation 10, and so I have re-titled this work to
more accurately express its contents.

Just as a way of comparison, to show that the little book held
by the angel of Revelation 10 is the book of Daniel:

Daniel 12

7 And | heard the man clothed in linen, which was upon the wa-
ters of the river, when he held up his right hand and his left hand
unto heaven, and swore by Him that lives for ever that it shall be
for a time, times, and a half; and when he shall have accom-

plished to scatter the power of the holy people, all these things
shall be finished.



® And | heard, but I understood not: then said I, O my Lord, what
shall be the end of these things?

° And He said, Go your way, Daniel: for the words are closed up
and sealed till the time of the end.

Revelation 10

2 And he had in his hand a little book open:

° And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the
earth lifted up his hand to heaven,

¢ And swore by Him that lives for ever and ever...that there
should be time no longer.

Now notice: the man in linen from Daniel 12, and the angel in
Revelation 10...

1. Hold up hands to heaven;

2. Swear by Him who lives for ever;

3. One seals the words of Daniel, the other has a book that is
open;

4. In Daniel, the words are closed until the “time of the end,”
and in Revelation, there is “time no longer,” that is, the
“time of the end” has come, and the book is now open.

It is this “open book” that is unfolded in the pages of this work.

Frank Zimmerman
October 2022



Preface

‘ N 7 E WILL now commence a new series of studies entitled,
Daniel and the Revelation.

The objective will be to produce a comprehensive series of stud-
ies covering the great messages given through Daniel and John
especially for us who live in these last days. This is essential
knowledge for all those who will be alive during, and therefore
participant in, the coming, final conflict between light and dark-
ness.

We are warned that the decisions arrived at will be so absolute
that there will be no further opportunity to redeem our mistakes,
no room for failure. Either we win all and so become recipients of
eternal life, or we lose all and thus become eternally subject to

death.

Thoroughly understanding the light contained in these forth-
coming studies from Daniel and the Revelation will be a big factor
in our becoming so established in the truth that we will emerge
as mighty overcomers from the din and dust of Armageddon, the
battle which will end all battles.

Therefore, every believer is urged to study these chapters so
thoroughly that, when the crisis bursts upon the shelterless heads
of the unprepared, he will be fit to meet it.

! This was the original title of the series. It has been renamed for this
publication as Fred never finished these lessons beyond the book of Daniel
before his death in 1997. Although references are made to the book of
Revelation in these studies, the chapters themselves follow the sequence of
prophecies in the book of Daniel.



1. A Great Revival Promised

Messenger and News Review, November 1993

Importance of Daniel and the Revelation

DANIEL and the Revelation are two books of special interest
in the Bible which contain messages of the most crucial im-
portance to the people of God who are living in the light of
Christ’s rapidly approaching advent. In these books is clearly re-
vealed the exact nature of the two antagonistic forces which have
been locked in decisive combat from the beginning of the great
controversy.

Along with this is a masterful and penetrating delineation of
the actual issues which will be fought out to their ultimate limits.
There we find too that the challenge against the justice and right-
eousness of God mounted so long ago by the arch apostate, must
and will be answered. And we see that it will be so exhaustively
and conclusively answered that every objection will be utterly
and eternally swept away never to germinate again.

It is also made very clear in these books that those who shall
successfully endure the awesome pressures which shall be
brought to bear upon them, must make the most diligent prepara-
tion for that struggle.

The people of the Lord will not be mere interested spectators in
the final conflict. In that battle, He who is King of kings and Lord
of lords will lead forth the armies of heaven against the mighty
beast and his image. This great enemy is also known as...

Matthew 24
5 .the abomination of desolation.

There will be no standing on the sides then, no fence-sitting,
and no uncertainties about where each shall have taken his or her
stand. The nature of the conflict which must be forever settled,
demands that every follower of Jesus shall proceed with Him into
the very heart of the final contest called,
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Revelation 16
14 . .the battle of...
1*...Armageddon.

From the heat and fury of this titanic struggle every soul shall
emerge utterly, eternally, and irrevocably committed to one or the
other of the two sides of the great controversy.

Need for Preparation

Those of us who have been involved for decades in the work of
warning the world, wherein there is little, if any, understanding
of the three angels’ messages, tend to think that we have no need
to be warned. We remember that we became members of the Ad-
vent body by hearing and heeding the warning and feel that our
knowledge of the threefold messages is so far ahead of that to be
found among other religious bodies, that we are to relate to them
as teachers to students. They are the ones to be warned; we are
those who are to continue sounding the alarm.

This reasoning is not entirely faulty, for it is God’s plan that
those who respond to the powerful warning should certainly un-
dertake the work of extending this ministry until every soul on
earth has been given the opportunity to hear the truth for him-
self. But, once again,

Matthew 24
7 As the days of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of
man be.

Upon the ears of the vast majority in Noah’s day, the warning
fell unheeded. Worse than that, it was rejected with ridicule and
violence. So widespread was this reaction that a mere eight of es-
timated billions chose to enter the ark of divinely provided
refuge. No doubt there were many who intended to go into the
place of safety but failed to do so in the end because they had
spent too much time filling the role of teachers and too little time
in being learners of the deeper, spiritual truths as taught in the
school of Christ.
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There is the very real danger of spending so much time and en-
ergy in preaching to others, that our own spiritual resources be-
come too depleted to enable us to heed the warning which we
ourselves have been giving. This is the plight into which the fool-
ish virgins work themselves. There is very real danger of such a
situation developing with the end result being that the one giving
the warning will perish with those to whom the message was
given.

A striking example of this is provided by the man who warned
the inhabitants of Jerusalem of its coming destruction, yet himself
perished when that which he had warned against took place. The
story is told as follows:

The Great Controversy, p. 30:

For seven years a man continued to go up and down the
streets of Jerusalem, declaring the woes that were to come upon
the city. By day and by night he chanted the wild dirge: “A voice
from the east! a voice from the west! a voice from the four winds!
a voice against Jerusalem and against the temple! a voice against
the bridegrooms and the brides! a voice against the whole peo-
ple!” This strange being was imprisoned and scourged, but no
complaint escaped his lips. To insult and abuse he answered
only: “Woe, woe to Jerusalem!” “woe, woe to the inhabitants
thereof!” His warning cry ceased not until he was slain in the
siege he had foretold.

Not one Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusalem.

He perished in the destruction of Jerusalem. Therefore, he was
not a Christian, even though the spirit he manifested when perse-
cuted made him appear to be one. He faithfully warned the citi-
zens of that doomed city of their impending ruin, but his way of
doing this work was not according to Sabbath rest principles.

Evidently, he was a self-sent messenger who understood the
prophecies as mere declarations of coming events. But he failed to
experience the living power resident in those messages as the
way of escape from the overshadowing peril which threatened his
very existence. That power is the gospel of Jesus Christ, which is

? Milman, The History of the Jews, book 13.
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the power to save from sin, sickness, and all the power of the evil
one.

A Revelation of the Gospel

As will be shown later in greater depth and detail, both of the
books of Daniel and the Revelation are just as much the gospel of
Jesus Christ as is any other book in the Scriptures.

These books necessarily contain the gospel, for the Lord has no
other means of saving anybody apart from this power. As surely
as the warning against the powers of darkness is found in these
books, just so surely is the living, saving gospel of Jesus Christ
present to attend its proclamation.

It is the truth that the greater and more urgent the need for the
warning to be given, the more powerful will be the manifestation
of the gospel in order to meet that need. In turn, this means that
the spiritual experience of the believers in Jesus will be that much
more glorious, and the transforming effect of the gospel upon
those who receive its saving power, that much more pronounced.

It follows then, that those who today make a truly Spirit-illumi-
nated study of these two books, can expect to receive a special
endowment of divine life and power. Be not surprised therefore,
to find that spiritually elevated levels of the greatest value are
promised to those who walk in the light streaming from Daniel
and the Revelation. Here are some of these promises:

Testimonies to Ministers, p. 113: [Italics supplied]

Let us give more time to the study of the Bible. We do not un-
derstand the word as we should. The book of Revelation opens
with an injunction to us to understand the instruction that it
contains.

Revelation 1

* Blessed is he that reads, and they that hear the words of this
prophecy, [God declares,] and keep those things which are writ-
ten therein: for the time is at hand.

When we as a people understand what this book means to us,
there will be seen among us a great revival. We do not understand
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fully the lessons that it teaches, notwithstanding the injunction
given us to search and study it.

This paragraph appears to be limited to statements about the
book of Revelation, but we must understand that anything which
is true of Revelation, is equally true of Daniel. These two books
are complementary to each other, and should be studied together.

The Acts of the Apostles, p. 585:

In the Revelation all the books of the Bible meet and end. Here
is the complement of the book of Daniel. One is a prophecy; the
other a revelation. The book that was sealed is not the Revela-
tion, but that portion of the prophecy of Daniel relating to the
last days. The angel commanded,

Daniel 12
* But you, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even
to the time of the end.

These words of warning, instruction, and promise were deliv-
ered, not to the unbelieving world, but to God’s special people.
When they understand what this book means to them, there will
be seen among them a great revival. The implications are that the
Advent people, at the time when these words were addressed to
them, did not understand what this book meant to them, and
therefore were not experiencing the great revival promised here.

When we understand what this book means to us we shall see

that the thrilling purpose of the book of Daniel is to...
Daniel 9
. finish the transgression, to make an end of sins, to make rec-
onciliation for iniquity, to bring in everlasting righteousness, to
seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the most Holy.

To achieve this high level of sanctification requires that our
shortcomings must be rectified. This can be accomplished by our
understanding what these books mean to us, and, as a result, a
great revival will be generated. This must be achieved before the
Church of God shall be fit to go forth as the final, all-conquering
body of Christ. Wonderful will the fruitage be, for:
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The Great Controversy, p. 425:
When this work shall have been accomplished, the followers of
Christ will be ready for His appearing.
Malachi 3
* Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant
unto the Lord, as in the days of old, and as in former years.

Then the church which our Lord at His coming is to receive to
himself will be a...
Ephesians 5
7 ...glorious church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing.
Then she will look...

Song of Solomon 6
1. forth as the morning, fair as the moon, clear as the sun, and
terrible as an army with banners.

It is evident that this great, predicted revival resulting from our
understanding of what Daniel and the Revelation mean to us, has
not yet fully taken place, though there have been ample opportu-
nities for it to do so. Undoubtedly, the sacred ministry of the Rev-
elation 18 angel whose mighty voice was heard for several years
after its commencement in Minneapolis, Minnesota, in 1888, was
one such opportunity.

Today, in the revival of that powerful message, we are afforded
another which, it certainly appears, will be the last. I am confi-
dent that the light contained in this series of studies on these
great books, will enable us as a people to understand just what
they mean to us, and thus generate the last great revival of primi-
tive godliness.

This will be speedily followed by the final witness to God’s true
character of perfect love and absolute righteousness, the demise
of the man of sin, victory over the last enemy, death, and the ush-
ering in of the kingdom of glory.

Not only are the saints now living promised a great revival, but
theirs is to be an entirely different experience from that possessed

at the time when these words were written as a testimony to the
Church.
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Testimonies to Ministers, p. 114:

When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better under-
stood, believers will have an entirely different religious experi-
ence. They will be given such glimpses of the open gates of
heaven that heart and mind will be impressed with the character
that all must develop in order to realize the blessedness which is
to be the reward of the pure in heart.

What is to be the wonderful reward of the pure in heart? Jesus
himself answered that question during the early part of His pre-
sentation of the sermon on the mount:

Matthew 5
® Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God.

Although we have not fully experienced it as yet, we know that
to enter into His presence and see God face to face, is the ultimate
satisfaction and joy that can be known by any created being.
There was a time before the creation of this earth when such inti-
mate communion was limited to Jesus Christ, but the time is com-
ing when every one of the redeemed will have this privilege and
will know the sheer joy of such communion:

The Ministry of Healing, p. 421:

Christ took with Him to the heavenly courts His glorified hu-
manity. To those who receive Him He gives power to become the
sons of God, that at last God may receive them as His, to dwell
with Him throughout eternity. If during this life they are loyal to
God, they will at last...

Revelation 22
4 ...see His face; and His name shall be in their foreheads.

And what is the happiness of heaven but to see God? What
greater joy could come to the sinner saved by the grace of Christ
than to look upon the face of God and know Him as Father?

We will now return to consider the statement which reads as
follows:

Testimonies to Ministers, p. 114:

When the books of Daniel and Revelation are better under-
stood, believers will have an entirely different religious experi-
ence. They will be given such glimpses of the open gates of
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heaven that heart and mind will be impressed with the character
that all must develop in order to realize the blessedness which is
to be the reward of the pure in heart.

Deliverance from Laodicean Lukewarmness

Two spiritual experiences are referred to in this statement—the
one they had, and the entirely different one they ought to have
had. The first question to be considered in this connection is,

“Just what was the experience which they had, but ought not to
have had?”

It certainly could not be the experience the Advent people had
in the lead up to the great disappointment, when of them it is
written:

Early Writings, p. 239:

A spirit of solemn and earnest prayer was everywhere felt by
the saints. A holy solemnity was resting upon them. Angels were
watching with the deepest interest the effect of the message, and
were elevating those who received it, and drawing them from
earthly things to obtain large supplies from salvation’s fountain.
God’s people were then accepted of Him. Jesus looked upon
them with pleasure, for His image was reflected in them. They
had made a full sacrifice, an entire consecration, and expected to
be changed to immortality.

But they were destined again to be sadly disappointed. The
time to which they looked, expecting deliverance, passed; they
were still upon the earth, and the effects of the curse never
seemed more visible. They had placed their affections on heaven,
and in sweet anticipation had tasted immortal deliverance; but
their hopes were not realized.

Sadly, but a few years swiftly passed before they entered into
an entirely different religious experience—Laodiceanism. This was
a tragic departure from the Christian experience they ought to
have had and might have had. This sad condition was established
by 1858 when it was written that:

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 1, p. 186:

| was shown that the testimony to the Laodiceans applies to
God’s people at the present time, and the reason it has not ac-
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complished a greater work is because of the hardness of their
hearts.

Decade after decade passed by during the eighteen hundreds
when testimony after testimony was delivered to the Church,
warning of the sad condition of its members while calling for an
entirely different religious experience among them. But a careful
study of those testimonies reveals that the Advent people never
escaped from this condition, and, except for the remnant who
have heeded the warning contained in the message to the
Laodiceans, the professed people of God remain destitute of the
gold, the white raiment, and the eyesalve.

The entirely different religious experience which they might
have had, requires total deliverance from Laodicean lukewarm-
ness. This in turn can only be achieved by obtaining those trea-
sures of soul-saving truth which have the power to transform the
life. For those who obey the call to be zealous and repent, a glori-
ous future is promised.

Testimonies for the Church, vol. 9, p. 16:

Satan is a diligent Bible student. He knows that his time is
short, and he seeks at every point to counterwork the work of
the Lord upon this earth. It is impossible to give any idea of the
experience of the people of God who shall be alive upon the
earth when celestial glory and a repetition of the persecutions of
the past are blended. They will walk in the light proceeding from
the throne of God. By means of the angels there will be constant
communication between heaven and earth.

And Satan, surrounded by evil angels, and claiming to be God,
will work miracles of all kinds, to deceive, if possible, the very
elect. God’s people will not find their safety in working miracles,
for Satan will counterfeit the miracles that will be wrought.
God’s tried and tested people will find their power in the sign
spoken of in Exodus 31:12-18. They are to take their stand on the
living word: “It is written.” This is the only foundation upon
which they can stand securely. Those who have broken their
covenant with God will in that day be without God and without
hope.
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Testimonies to Ministers, p. 116:

Those who eat the flesh and drink the blood of the Son of God
will bring from the books of Daniel and Revelation truth that is
inspired by the Holy Spirit. They will start into action forces that
cannot be repressed. The lips of children will be opened to pro-
claim the mysteries that have been hidden from the minds of
men.

We find ourselves continually looking to God as the One whom
we expect will initiate the release of the winds of strife, and thus
set in motion the closing events of human history. There is both
truth and merit in this understanding, for this is what He will do
by sending directives to the angels holding back the winds of
strife.

But, at the same time, we forget that in heaven all things have
already been made ready. We, the people of God, are the ones
who are delaying the great second advent. God cannot finish the
work without the total consecration of His people, and He will
not come in power upon His people until they can be fully trusted
to fill their responsibilities.

Carefully consider the appeals and promises contained in the
following quotation:

The Review and Herald, February 9, 1897:

Brethren, the Lord calls for co-partnership in his work. He de-
sires us to enlist our interests in His cause, as Daniel did. We
should receive great benefits from a study of the book of Daniel
in connection with the Revelation. Daniel studied the prophecies.
He earnestly sought to know their meaning. He prayed and
fasted for heavenly light. And the glory of God was revealed to
him in even greater measure than he could endure.

We are in equal need of divine illumination. God has called us
to give the last message of warning to the world. There will be
voices heard on every side to divert the attention of God’s people
with new theories. We need to give the trumpet a certain sound.
We do not half realize what is before us.

If the books of Daniel and the Revelation were studied with
earnest prayer, we should have a better knowledge of the perils
of the last days, and would be better prepared for the work be-
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fore us—we should be prepared to unite with Christ and to work
in His lines.

Summary

Deep, solemn, and far-reaching are the responsibilities which are
to be borne by God’s people in these final days of human history.
To meet the coming crisis with the warnings which the Lord has
sent by His angel messengers requires that firstly we keep the
messages fresh, clear, and ever developing in our own minds. To
achieve this:

* We will continue to study Daniel and the Revelation in
greater and still greater depths.

* We will guard against such study becoming a mere form.

* We will be determined that we shall experience the great re-
vival promised to us as a people on condition of our under-
standing what these books mean.

* We will rest neither day nor night until we are certain that
we have acquired that altogether different religious experi-
ence which will be the result of these books being better
understood.

Then with the warning to our own souls ever before us, fresh
and alive in our hearts, we will extend the living messages to the
unwarned. Then shall the message swell to the loud cry and the
final warning be given in the awesome power of the fourth angel.

Testimonies to Ministers, p. 118:

The perils of the last days are upon us, and in our work we are
to warn the people of the danger they are in. Let not the solemn
scenes which prophecy has revealed be left untouched. If our
people were half awake, if they realized the nearness of the
events portrayed in the Revelation, a reformation would be
wrought in our churches, and many more would believe the mes-
sage.

We have no time to lose; God calls upon us to watch for souls
as they that must give an account. Advance new principles, and
crowd in the clear-cut truth. It will be as a sword cutting both
ways. But be not too ready to take a controversial attitude. There
will be times when we must stand still and see the salvation of
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God. Let Daniel speak, let the Revelation speak, and tell what is
truth. But whatever phase of the subject is presented, uplift Je-
sus as the center of all hope, “the Root and the Offspring of
David, and the bright and morning Star”

A prayerful, earnest study of Testimonies to Ministers, p. 112-
119, is highly recommended.’

* See Appendix.
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2. The Status of Daniel as a Sealed Book

Messenger and News Review, December 1993
Daniel 12:4, 9

URING the final instruction of Daniel by his angel teacher,

he was twice told that the book bearing his name was
sealed until the time of the end. The first directive reads as fol-
lows:

Daniel 12

* But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book until the
time of the end; many shall run to and fro, and knowledge shall
increase.

The second reads thus:

° And he said, Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up
and sealed till the time of the end.

Selected Messages, vol. 2, p. 105:

The book that was sealed was not the book of Revelation, but
that portion of the prophecy of Daniel which related to the last
days. The Scripture says,

Daniel 12

* But you, Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the book, even to
the time of the end: many shall run to and fro, and knowledge
shall be increased.

When the book was opened, the proclamation was made,

Revelation 10
¢ Time shall be no longer.

The book of Daniel is now unsealed, and the revelation made
by Christ to John is to come to all the inhabitants of the earth.
By the increase of knowledge a people is to be prepared to stand
in the latter days.

But why was a portion of Daniel sealed until the last days? Was
it because God had arbitrarily decreed that it should be so? No!
For, in harmony with God’s character of love, there has to be a
better reason than that, for God does not withhold truth from His
beloved children, but urges them to dig deep in order to gain the
hidden treasure.
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The Signs of the Times, November 7, 1892:

The lessons that Christ presented in his words of truth are like
precious pearls; for in them He bestowed upon men an ines-
timable possession. Much that He taught is still but dimly un-
derstood, and the rubbish of error covers many a glorious gem of
truth. These jewels of truth should be searched for with as great
diligence as men search for hidden treasure.

Those who know the love of Christ should regard it as did the
man who found the hidden treasure, and for joy thereof went
and sold all that he had, that he might buy the field, and dig
over every inch of it to discover the rich veins of gold and silver.

The teaching of Christ is more precious than any mine of earth
can be, and it demands more zeal on our part to seek for the
gems of truth than does any possession we can secure in the
world. We should put forth most strenuous efforts to understand
the full meaning of the truth He would convey to the mind in
parables or maxims. Let him who would comprehend spiritual
things, dig deep in the mines of truth.

The limitations retarding the progressive revelations of truth
are firstly on the human side. It is because of many unnecessary
factors emanating from humanity that darkness clouds the mind
and dims the understanding. Never were the effects of these prob-
lems more visible than in the Dark Ages, but God in His great
love and mercy has made complete recovery possible. Success in
availing ourselves of these more than adequate resources, de-
mands the intense application to the task of our physical, mental,
and spiritual powers under the blessing of the Holy Spirit.

The failure to study as deeply and as thoroughly as we ought to
have done, together with the benumbing of our senses due to the
damaging, longstanding presence of sin in us, are not the only
reasons for retardation of our knowledge of the prophecies.

Why Was Daniel Sealed?

There are two other significant reasons of which every child of
God should be very much aware.

1. The unfolding of truth is progressively advanced as it is
needed, and
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2. Before the crucifixion, Christ, the slain lamb, did not yet
have the qualifications necessary to unseal the book of
Daniel.

We will now examine these two reasons for the delay in the un-
sealing of Daniel. We will take them in the order listed above, that
is, firstly that truth is progressively revealed according to the
need for it; and secondly, before it could be unsealed in its truest
sense, Christ had to perform a special work, by His sacrificial, all-
conquering death and resurrection.

Counsels to Parents, Teachers, and Students, p. 50:
Christ was the greatest Teacher the world ever saw.

As such, He laid down the important principle that prophecy
was not to be understood until the time for its fulfillment was ap-
proaching, or, as in some cases, had actually arrived. Then came
the time when it, being most needed, became present truth. Thus
He said:

John 13
¥ Now | tell you before it comes, that when it does come to pass,
you may believe that | am He.

He repeated this truth among the final instructions given to His
disciples before He entered the Garden of Gethsemane.

John 14
» And now | have told you before it comes, that when it does
come to pass, you may believe.

This was particularly true in the experience of Christ’s disciples
who looked ahead to the fulfillment of Messianic prophecies
which were destined never to happen in the way they expected
them to come to pass. They misunderstood the words of the
prophets until after they had been fulfilled, when at last some of
them were able to match the fulfillment with the prediction.

A clear example of this is found in the experience of the two
disciples with whom Christ walked on His resurrection day from
Jerusalem to Emmaus. Until Christ carefully and accurately
matched the events with the predictions, those two dedicated
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men were not able to see in the events of that most remarkable of
all weekends, that that which had taken place in the life and
death of Christ had all been as predicted. There had been neither
omissions nor additions to the program. God had been in absolute
command, and all things had happened within the framework of
His will.

The Signs of the Times, January 20, 1888:

Had not the disciples heard this very exposition of these scrip-
tures from their Master’s lips while He was with them? But how
little had they comprehended them! How forcible is their mean-
ing now! How startling their fulfillment! The truths they had but
dimly discerned now stand revealed in a blaze of light. The very
things He had told them have been accomplished.

Faith begins to revive. Their hearts beat with a strong and re-
newed hope as they listen eagerly to the plain, simple words of
their unknown fellow-traveler. They are surprised to find their
burdened hearts becoming light; and as they think of Jesus, of all
He was to them, of all He suffered, their tears flow freely. Their
confidence had not been misplaced. He was all and even more
than they had believed.

They could have understood much better than they did what
Christ had so diligently tried to teach them had not their minds
been clouded by the preconceived ideas and theories against
which Jesus had constantly been forced to contend during His ef-
forts to open the prophecies to their understanding.

At the same time, however, there were fresh depths of compre-
hension when the events predicted came to pass. This was in har-
mony with the explanation of Jesus who informed the twelve that
He had told them of future events so that when they came to
pass, they might believe.

The study of the progressive unfolding of information regarding
future events is an extremely useful one. It has the power to
strengthen faith as it reveals the harmonious inter-relationship
between the various works of God on earth and in heaven above.
Furthermore, we are comforted and strengthened by the knowl-
edge that nothing can catch God by surprise. We see that from
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eternity in the past, and into the eternity of the future, God is
fully aware of what is happening, and that He has made provision
to meet every crisis which may arise.

But it requires faith and spiritual discernment to perceive this.
For instance, I did not see prophecy being progressively under-
stood when I was first introduced to Uriah Smith’s book, Daniel
and the Revelation. I marveled that one man could interpret those
two books so accurately and so comprehensively as he did, or
rather, as I thought he did. I saw no one upon whom he could
draw for help. To me, it appeared as if it had been a sudden and
complete emergence into great, new light for God’s people. The
time followed when I became aware of two things:

1. His interpretation of the messages of these two books was
not so accurate and so comprehensive as I had believed.

I learned that his positions on the kings of the north and south,
and his views of the battle of Armageddon, were based on incor-
rect principles of prophetic exposition, which in turn led to the
assumption of wrong conclusions.

2. Such correct positions as were occupied by Uriah Smith
had been progressively held by a long succession of writers
and teachers stretching back to Christ and Paul at least.

Except when surveying the contributions made by Christ and
the inspired writers of the Bible, due allowance for errors must be
made as lost truths were recovered one after another.

This means that Uriah Smith’s book was not a building of the
entire structure of the interpretation of Daniel and the Revelation,
but was but a continued unfolding of light which had been bless-
ing the people of God for centuries. Especially once the great
Protestant Reformation had taken place, every century since has
been marked by ever increasing knowledge of these great prophe-
cies right up until the present time.

When it is remembered that the light contained in this volume
was, at the time of its publication, the latest known by the people
of God, it is quite proper to believe that here we have the clearest,
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brightest, most comprehensive and far-reaching light ever under-
stood by God’s people up till that time.

It is also proper to believe that all the brilliant light which can
shine from these two books, Daniel and the Revelation, has by no
means been revealed as yet. As we move closer to the final
scenes, the most glorious revelations of truth will yet shine from
these two books as they illuminate the way of the saints to the
City of God. But this information will not be revealed by the
Fountain of truth until it is needed.

The Time is Fulfilled

The first situation in which Christ referred to information con-
tained in Daniel, was at the outset of His public ministry, the
record of which reads as follows:

Mark 1

" Now after John was put in prison, Jesus came to Galilee,
preaching the gospel of the kingdom of God,

* And saying, The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at
hand: repent, and believe the gospel.

To the fulfillment of what time was Jesus referring when He
made this soul-stirring announcement, “the time is fulfilled”? Was
it a general statement aimed at meeting the general need to make
one’s calling and election sure, or was it a specific reference to a
prophesied point of time? It was the latter, the specific point of
time being toward the end of the 490 year prophecy which began
in 457 BC. That this is so is confirmed by the following statement:

The Desire of Ages, p. 233:
The burden of Christ’s preaching was,
Mark 1
' The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; re-
pent, and believe the gospel.
Thus the gospel message, as given by the Saviour himself, was
based on the prophecies. The “time” which He declared to be ful-
filled was the period made known by the angel Gabriel to Daniel.
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Daniel 9

* Seventy weeks, [said the angel,] are determined upon your
people and upon your holy city, to finish the transgression, and
to make an end of sins, and to make reconciliation for iniquity,
and to bring in everlasting righteousness, and to seal up the vi-
sion and prophecy, and to anoint the most holy.

Thus it was that Daniel at the time when Christ preached from
this book, was well known and accepted as part of the inspired
Scriptures. Therefore as Christ, in the power of the Holy Spirit,
pointed to the fact that they had arrived at the very point of time
when the Messiah was scheduled to appear, His audiences were
deeply impressed, and the foundations were laid for their accep-
tance of the message of righteousness.

But, while they understood the time portion of Daniel 9, and no
doubt, certain other messages contained therein, there was much
about this book of which they remained in ignorance. Gradually,
as the need to understand more and still more of the book arose,
the Lord progressively unfolded the light. In consequence, the
light shining from Daniel is at this time very bright, but, even so,
not so bright as to exhaust the supply, for eternity itself cannot
even do that.

Matthew 24

The next reference to the book of Daniel in holy Scripture was
again made by Christ when, on the Mount of Olives, He delin-
eated coming events as they would succeed one another clear
down to the second advent.

In this presentation, Christ covers the ground in full or in part
three times. The first of these three are found in Matthew 24:4-14.
There is foretold the appearance of false Christs and prophets,
wars and rumors of wars, famines, pestilences, earthquakes, per-
secution, more false prophets, the love of many waxing cold,
those enduring to the end being saved, the gospel of the kingdom
being preached in all the world, and the coming of the end.

In the second step-by-step progression through the future, Jesus
begins with His foretelling of the fall of Jerusalem, and solemnly
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warned the Christians that the moment they saw a certain sign,
they were not to hesitate, but immediately flee. That sign was the
setting up in the holy place of the abomination of desolation spo-
ken of by Daniel the prophet.

Matthew 24

' Therefore when you see the abomination of desolation, spoken
of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (whoever
reads, let him understand),

* Then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains.

7 Let him who is on the house-top not come down to take any-
thing out of his house.

'® And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes.

From this point, Jesus directed His disciples to the great tribula-
tion, a prediction which came to pass during the awful persecu-
tions of the Dark or Middle Ages. False prophets, Christs, and
comings of Christ were to follow, leading up to the second advent
once again. The events covered by the third prophetic survey
were to begin...

» Immediately after the tribulation of those days,

—and were to extend to the second advent once again. At this
stage in our study, we will not spend time considering these suc-
cessions of events, but will concentrate on understanding the ref-
erence made by Christ to Daniel, the Old Testament prophet.

As Christ on the Mount of Olives described the coming destruc-
tion of Jerusalem to His disciples, He foresaw that His true fol-
lowers would need a sign telling them when they must flee with-
out a moment’s delay. Failure to do so would mean they would be
trapped and destroyed.

For their successful guidance, they would need an indicator un-
derstood by all the Christians throughout the danger area, but not
understood by their enemies. When the event took place on the
appearance of which they were to take instant action, there
would be no time to discuss whether or not this was the promised
event. Each would have to be so conversant with Bible prophecy
that the sign to leave would be immediately recognized.
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Nor would there be time to gather up any material possessions.
Everything not already in their hands had to be left behind.The
need then was for Christ to nominate a sign which would be un-
derstood and recognized by all Christians concerned. He there-
fore designated the setting up in the holy place of the abomina-
tion that makes desolate as spoken of by Daniel the prophet.

It must be immediately apparent that in order for a Christian to
understand what the actual sign was and to instantly identify it
when it appeared, he had to be a good student of the book of
Daniel. Likewise, for all the members of the Christian Church in
the city of Jerusalem and Judea to be saved by heeding Christ’s
instructions, they would all have to be excellent students of the
book of Daniel. That they were is evident from the fact that:

The Great Controversy, p. 30:

Not one Christian perished in the destruction of Jerusalem.
Christ had given His disciples warning, and all who believed His
words watched for the promised sign.

Luke 21

2 When you shall see Jerusalem compassed with armies, [said
Jesus,] then know that the desolation thereof is nigh.

2 Then let them which are in Judea flee to the mountains; and
let them which are in the midst of it depart out.

After the Romans under Cestius had surrounded the city, they
unexpectedly abandoned the siege when everything seemed fa-
vorable for an immediate attack. The besieged, despairing of suc-
cessful resistance, were on the point of surrender, when the Ro-
man general withdrew his forces without the least apparent rea-
son.

But God’s merciful providence was directing events for the
good of His own people. The promised sign had been given to
the waiting Christians, and now an opportunity was offered for
all who would, to obey the Saviour’s warning. Events were so
overruled that neither Jews nor Romans should hinder the flight
of the Christians. Upon the retreat of Cestius, the Jews, sallying
from Jerusalem, pursued after his retiring army; and while both
forces were thus fully engaged, the Christians had an opportu-
nity to leave the city.
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At this time the country also had been cleared of enemies who
might have endeavored to intercept them. At the time of the
siege, the Jews were assembled at Jerusalem to keep the Feast of
Tabernacles, and thus the Christians throughout the land were
able to make their escape unmolested. Without delay they fled
to a place of safety—the city of Pella, in the land of Perea, be-
yond Jordan.

Once the time had come for Jerusalem to be encompassed with
armies, they were to watch for the sign when they must take im-
mediate flight. They were to remain on the alert for the next step,
the setting up in the holy place of the abomination which makes
desolate as revealed by Daniel. Once that event transpired, they
must flee without a moment’s hesitation, and they did!

Before us then is the evidence that these early Christians had a
deep understanding of the book of Daniel so much so that every
member in Jerusalem and Judea was able to positively identify the
abomination of desolation. That reveals more than just a casual
acquaintance of the great truths contained in Daniel, but how
much more they understood, we do not know. This incident in the
unfolding of the history of the Ch