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IntroductionIntroduction
HIS  little  paper  has  been  prepared  to  meet  a  specific
problem in understanding the gospel. Therefore, it is not

designed to explain the whole of the provisions of the gospel
of Christ. It is important that the reader be aware of this from
the outset so that he will not expect more than is here. Other
publications complement this one, to achieve a larger presen-
tation of the work of salvation.

T

Continuously, as we seek to share the saving power of the
gospel of Christ with the needy, we are confronted with the
difficulty of explaining what the sin problem really is. We are
frustrated  by  the  universal  acceptance  of  the  idea  that  the
flesh and blood body is the cause of the difficulty so that if
only a new sinless, holy flesh could be provided, then the era
of sinning would be ended. People everywhere do not believe,
and find it seemingly impossible to comprehend that resident
in the flesh is another power, namely, the character and off-
spring of Satan, which makes it impossible for the person to
live righteously.

There is no denying that the flesh and blood body with all
its appetites, passions, and affections is sinful and fallen, and
is a terrible handicap in the battle against evil, but it is not the
basic problem. It is only the temple for the indwelling of one
or the other of two great powers, that of sin or of righteous-
ness.

These two powers can never occupy the temple at the same
time. The power of evil must be removed before the power of
righteousness, which is the power of God, can enter and take
its place. Only then can a true and living service to God com-
mence.

The word of God confirms our deep conviction that unless
these truths are understood, salvation cannot be experienced.
They are  so  important  that  the  Lord  provided  a  picture  of
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great clarity and simplicity so that none need fail to gain this
essential knowledge. That picture, worth many thousands of
words,  is  given in the sanctuary as the type of  the human
tabernacle.

Always, that tabernacle of old was the combination of two
things:

1. The building itself composed of earthly, sin-cursed ma-
terials crafted together by sinful human bodies, and

2. The spiritual presence in that building.

That occupant was either the devil or God. While one or the
other was always there, they were never both there together.
That was  impossible.  When Satan was  there,  no service  to
God was performed. When God dwelt in the building, even
though it was of sin-cursed dust built by feeble human efforts,
it did render to God a perfect service, continuously.

The sanctuary provides a picture of the situation with the
human soul temple. This tract is designed to teach that:

1. It is not the body temple in its fallen, sinful condition 
which is the problem, but the evil power occupying 
that temple.

2. The offspring of Satan and that of God can never dwell 
together in the temple at the same time.

3. The nature of Satan must be eradicated from the soul 
temple before the presence of God can take its place 
and service to God begin.

4. The temple is one thing, but the occupant in the temple
is something else. The first is of this earth and sinful; 
the second is spiritual and is either from above or be-
low.

5. The holy, spotless God of heaven did dwell in fallen, 
sinful flesh, during His earthly incarnation and will 
likewise dwell in our flesh today.

If these great truths can be understood and experienced as a
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result of this publication, then the purpose of this paper will
have been well achieved.

It was for very specific purposes that God gave the sanctu-
ary and its services to the Israel of yesterday and today. Ev-
eryone of those purposes is a purpose of blessing. Therefore, if
each individual  questing for  eternal  life  fails  to understand
and  experience  those  intended  blessings,  it  will  be  to  his
present and eternal loss.

Never could this be more true than now when the sanctuary
is  the  very  foundation  and  center  of  God’s  final  work  for
mankind. Without the ministration of Christ in the heavenly
sanctuary, the work in this world could never be finished.

The Great Controversy, p. 488-489:
Satan invents unnumbered schemes to occupy our minds, 

that they may not dwell upon the very work with which we 
ought to be best acquainted. The arch deceiver hates the 
great truths that bring to view an atoning sacrifice and an 
all-powerful Mediator. He knows that with him everything 
depends on his diverting minds from Jesus and His truth.

Those who would share the benefits of the Savior’s media-
tion should permit nothing to interfere with their duty to 
perfect holiness in the fear of God. The precious hours, in-
stead of being given to pleasure, to display, or to gain seek-
ing, should be devoted to an earnest, prayerful study of the 
word of truth.

The subject of the sanctuary and the investigative judg-
ment should be clearly understood by the people of God. All 
need a knowledge for themselves of the position and work of
their great High Priest. Otherwise it will be impossible for 
them to exercise the faith which is essential at this time or to
occupy the position which God designs them to fill. Every in-
dividual has a soul to save or to lose.

Each has a case pending at the bar of God. Each must 
meet the great Judge face to face. How important, then, that 
every mind contemplate often the solemn scene when the 
judgment shall sit and the books shall be opened, when, with
Daniel, every individual must stand in his lot, at the end of 
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the days.
All who have received the light upon these subjects are to 

bear testimony of the great truths which God has committed
to them. The sanctuary in heaven is the very center of 
Christ’s work in behalf of men. It concerns every soul living 
upon the earth. It opens to view the plan of redemption, 
bringing us down to the very close of time, and revealing the 
triumphant issue of the contest between righteousness and 
sin. It is of the utmost importance that all should thoroughly
investigate these subjects and be able to give an answer to 
every one that asks them a reason of the hope that is in 
them.

The intercession of Christ in man’s behalf in the sanctuary 
above is as essential to the plan of salvation as was His 
death upon the cross. By His death He began that work 
which after His resurrection He ascended to complete in 
heaven. We must by faith enter within the veil, “whither the 
Forerunner is for us entered.” Hebrews 6:20. There the light 
from the cross of Calvary is reflected. There we may gain a 
clearer insight into the mysteries of redemption. The salva-
tion of man is accomplished at an infinite expense to heaven;
the sacrifice made is equal to the broadest demands of the 
broken law of God. Jesus has opened the way to the Father’s 
throne, and through His mediation the sincere desire of all 
who come to Him in faith may be presented before God.

The�s� words of sol�mn import call upon �v�ryon� to s�arch
out and und�rstand this gr�at subj�ct as n�v�r b�for�. In it,
th�r� ar� h�ights and d�pths sufficci�nt to filll a whol� library,
and to �ngag� th� atte�ntion to th� �nd of tim�.

In this study, however, attention will be focused upon cer-
tain  particular  lessons  which are  revealed  in the sanctuary
with a clarity found nowhere else.

There has been great difficulty for many, in understanding
the real differences between the natures possessed by the con-
verted and the unconverted man. Likewise, the real nature of
the incarnation of Christ has remained a mystery to so many. 
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All this is clarified with convincing simplicity in the sanctu-
ary of which there are three. Consideration of all three will be
given  in  their  turn,  beginning  with  the  sanctuary  in  the
wilderness.
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1. 1. The Sanctuary in the WildernessThe Sanctuary in the Wilderness
In providing that building and its services, God said,

Exodus 25
8 And let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell 
among them.

The�r� ar� two parts to this v�rs�. The� filrst part stat�s what
man must do, whil� th� s�cond part d�scrib�s what God will
th�n do.

Here is man’s part:

“Let them make me a sanctuary.”

And then God will...

“...dwell among them.”

Some other verses to this effect are:

Leviticus 26
11 I will set my tabernacle among you, and my soul shall not 
abhor you.
12 I will walk among you and be your God, and you shall be 
my people.

How�v�r, th� m�ssag� of th�s� v�rs�s is in r�ality,

“That I may dwell in them and walk in them.”

Theis is mad� cl�ar by Paul:

2 Corinthians 6
16 For you are the temple of the living God; as God has said, I
will dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their God,
and they shall be my people.

Paul is c�rtainly not changing th� Scriptur�s. H� is only giv-
ing an �nlarg�d m�aning to th�m to show how clos�ly God, in
fact, would b� among th�m through th�ir building th� sanctu-
ary.
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Their part, then, was to build the sanctuary. They fulfilled
this by building it, whereupon God fulfilled His part by occu-
pying the building and thus dwelling among them. God was
content with this so far, but He could not and would not be
satisfied until He dwelt not only in the material tabernacle,
but in their body temples as well.

The very purpose of His having them build that temple for
His occupancy, was for them to look upon it and see the pos-
sibility, the desire and the intention of His dwelling in their
body temples. Unless this was achieved, the real purpose of
the sanctuary was lost. It might just as well never have been
built at all.

Saying that man fulfilled his part in building the sanctuary,
is not to suggest that this was done independently of God. It
was God who provided the plan which they had to follow
with exactitude. They had no say whatsoever in the design of
the temple,

Hebrews 8
5 For, See, says He, that you make all things according to the 
pattern shown to you in the mount.

It was God who provid�d th� mat�rials by impr�ssing th�
Egyptians to giv� th� J�ws a g�n�rous supply of gold, silv�r,
brass, and oth�r n��d�d suppli�s.

Exodus 11
1 And the Lord said unto Moses…
2 Speak now in the ears of the people, and let every man bor-
row of his neighbor, and every woman of her neighbor, jew-
els of silver, and jewels of gold.
3 And the Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the 
Egyptians.

Exodus 12
35 And the children of Israel did according to the word of 
Moses; and they borrowed of the Egyptians jewels of silver, 
and jewels of gold, and raiment:
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36 And the Lord gave the people favor in the sight of the 
Egyptians, so that they lent unto them such things as they 
required. And they spoiled the Egyptians.

Not only did God supply th� plan and th� mat�rials, but H�
also �ndow�d th� workm�n with skill to p�rform th� d�licat�
handiwork involv�d.

Exodus 31
1 And the Lord spake unto Moses, saying,
2 See, I have called by name Bezaleel the son of Uri, the son 
of Hur, of the tribe of Judah:
3 And I have filled him with the Spirit of God, in wisdom, and
in understanding, and in knowledge, and in all manner of 
workmanship,
4 To devise cunning works, to work in gold, and in silver, and 
in brass.
5 And in cutting of stones, to set them, and in carving of tim-
ber, to work in all manner of workmanship.
6 And I, behold, I have given with him Aholiab, the son of 
Ahisamach, of the tribe of Dan: and in the hearts of all that 
are wise hearted I have put wisdom, that they may make all 
that I have commanded you.
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God did that much. H� provid�d th� plans, th� mat�rials,
and th� �ndowm�nt of skills. But H� did not, as H� could �as-
ily hav� don�, mak� th� sanctuary Hims�lf and hand it down
as a compl�t�d building. The�r� is a tim� wh�n H� will do this.
Theat tim� will  com� wh�n God �stablish�s th� “N�w Earth
T�mpl�” on Mount Zion.

It was as a product of the energies, powers, and skills God
had  put  into  human  bodies  that  the  wilderness  sanctuary
came into existence. A special note should be made of this fact
for it has considerable significance.

The second and equally significant fact is that every mate-
rial used was of the dust of the earth. In fact, it would be ex-
tremely difficult,  if  not  entirely  impossible,  to think of  any
solid material known to man which did not find its origin in
the dust and is therefore composed of dust.

It is important that not only is it seen that every material
used was of the dust of the earth, but that it was of the dust of
the earth as it then was under the curse of sin.

There was a time before sin entered,  when there was no
curse upon the earth. When Adam and Eve sinned, the terri-
ble  curse  of  sin  and  death  descended  upon  the  land.  God
stated this in these words:

Genesis 3
17 Because you have hearkened unto the voice of your wife, 
and have eaten of the tree, of which I commanded you, say-
ing, You shall not eat of it: cursed is the ground for your 
sake; in sorrow shall you eat of it all the days of your life.
18 Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to you; and you
shall eat the herb of the field.

It would hav� b��n quit� simpl� for God to hav� car�fully
pr�s�rv�d  mat�rials  from  th�  Gard�n  of  Ed�n  for  th�  day
wh�n H� call�d upon Isra�l to build th� sanctuary. With �qual
simplicity H� could hav� d�liv�r�d into th� hands of Mos�s,
gold,  silv�r,  brass,  lin�n and timb�rs upon which r�st�d no
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curs� of sin, with instructions that th� t�mpl� b� built from
th�s�.

But God did not do this for a very good reason. It was criti -
cally important that the house of God should be built from
materials upon which the curse of sin rested. Had Israel built
the sanctuary from any other than sin-cursed materials, God’s
purpose in building it would have been worthless. Worse than
that,  the  sanctuary  would  become  a  misrepresentation  of
God’s intended message.

The sanctuary was provided by God as a pictorial illustra-
tion of the way of salvation. As such, it must be reliably accu-
rate in every detail. Not only must it be so, but the searcher
for truth must believe it to be so. Therefore, when God pro-
vided sin-cursed materials when He could as easily have pro-
vided sinless materials, He did so because in that way the pic-
ture lesson is kept accurate.

So then, when God had provided the plans, as well as the
appropriate materials from the sin-cursed dust, and had en-
dowed the Israelites with the power to build; And when they
had built the sanctuary with their own hands, then God came
down and personally occupied that building.

It was by the combination of divine and human effort that
the sanctuary was erected and brought into service. But noth-
ing of this was an end in itself. It was all a means to an end. It
was that God might not only dwell among them in the midst
of their encampment, but in them personally. It was that the
mystery of God, “which is Christ in you, the hope of glory,”
(Colossians 1:27) might be fully accomplished.

To achieve this blessed objective, they must firstly see what
they were to become, so they would be inspired to seek the
way in which it could be achieved. The construction of the
sanctuary which is the limitation of our study in this booklet,
provides the picture of what we are to be, while the services
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of the sanctuary reveal how it is to be gained.1

Our Body Temples
In studying the sanctuary as the revelation to us of what we

are to be, it must be seen as the picture of our body temples.
Paul understood it as such and sought to have us all share that
understanding. More than that, he expected the believers in
his day to be established on that truth and expressed surprise
that they were not.

1 Corinthians 6
19 What? know you not that your body is the temple of the 
Holy Ghost which is in you, which you have of God and you 
are not your own?

In th� wild�rn�ss th�r� w�r� two things:

1. The tabernacle building, and
2. The presence of God in that building

Likewise, in the Christian, are the same two things:

1. There is the tabernacle or temple which is the human 
body; and

2. There is the presence of God in that body.

A simple study of the origin and construction of the human
body will show how accurately the sanctuary illustrates the
body temple.

The wilderness sanctuary, as well as the temple later built
by Solomon, was built by the hands of fallen, sinful human
beings:

• with the materials of sin-cursed dust God had provided;

1 The study of the latter will not be covered in this book. We recommend 
the study of our other publications, Freedom from Sin, Awake to 
Righteousness, Acceptable Confession, The Living and the Dead, and Revival 
and Reformation, for the study of how this purpose of God is to be 
achieved in us.
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• according to the pattern God had drawn up;
• and by the power God had given them.

Likewise our bodies are made by other human bodies:

• of the material of sin-cursed dust God has provided;
• and by the power God has given the human family.

Students of God’s word are apt to think of man as a created
being. This is true of the human race initially for, of us all,
Adam and Eve were directly created by God. They were His
handiwork.

But God built into them and into every one of their children
the power to produce other human beings. Therefore, every
human being has been made by another human being just as
the tabernacle back there was produced by human beings.

In making another human being, a man and a woman must
use the materials God has provided them. Those materials are
of the sin-cursed dust of the earth, and man can make another
human being only by using those materials in the way God
has directed.

God calls upon man to make another human being accord-
ing to the pattern He has shown us. To a certain extent, man
has no choice in this. He may wish to produce a child with
certain abilities but he cannot, for he must accept the law of
heredity.

However,  when  the  child  is  conceived,  the  father  and
mother  have  opportunity  to  mold  his  physical  and  mental
powers in accordance with God’s pattern or otherwise. Tragi-
cally, the educational processes today do not follow God’s de-
sign for human development. Men are not building according
to the pattern.

Despite this wrong education, every person is still intended
by God to be a temple for the indwelling of the Holy Spirit.
When man has done his imperfect work of building that sanc-
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tuary, God desires to come in and occupy that building.

This is achieved at the point when a person is born again.
Then the Spirit of God occupies the body temple and God’s
purpose is realized.

Distinctions
No one should have any difficulty in seeing the distinctions

between the work of man and God and their results, both in
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the sanctuary of old and in their body temples.

The building is entirely of this earth; is made of sin-cursed
dust; is imperfect; and must and does pass away. So it was in
the sanctuary; so it is with the body temple.

The presence of God in that sanctuary is something entirely
of heaven, is perfect, and cannot, and does not pass away. It is
eternal. When the tent in which it abode passed away, it did
not cease to exist, but found, instead, another dwelling place.
Eventually that will be in a temple of God’s handiwork which
also shall never pass away.

There are those who have great difficulty in believing that
God could dwell in sinful flesh. It is indeed a mystery as to
how it could be. It is impossible for a human mind to explain
it,  but the sanctuary proves that it  is a fact  to be believed,
nonetheless.

In  the  wilderness,  the  spotless,  perfect,  sinless  God from
heaven, did in reality occupy a temple made by sinful, fallen,
human beings from sin-cursed dust. Just as surely as He did
that then, will He dwell again in human bodies today, made
by sinful, fallen humans from the sin-cursed dust of the earth.
Every one of us can grasp this joyous fact for our own salva-
tion.

The Incarnation of Christ
Added confirmation of this is provided in the incarnation of

Christ. The construction of the sanctuary proves the nature of
Christ’s  humanity  in  His  incarnation.  It  proves  that  Jesus
came into a human nature made by another fallen, sinful hu-
man body from the sin-cursed dust of the earth. It proves that
God can and does dwell in fallen, sinful humanity today.

The Desire of Ages, p. 23-24:
God commanded Moses for Israel,
Exodus 25
8 Let them make me a sanctuary; that I may dwell among 
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them,
–and He abode in the sanctuary, in the midst of His peo-

ple. Through all their weary wandering in the desert, the 
symbol of His presence was with them.

So Christ set up His tabernacle in the midst of our human 
encampment. He pitched His tent by the side of the tents of 
men, that He might dwell among us, and make us familiar 
with His divine character and life.

John 1 [RV, margin]
14 The Word became flesh, and tabernacled among us (and 
we beheld His glory, glory as of the Only Begotten from the 
Father), full of grace and truth.

In th� midst of th� paragraph is th� conn�cting word “so.” It
conn�cts  two gr�at  truths  showing that  th�  filrst  is  th�  di-
vin�ly appoint�d pictur� of th� s�cond.

1. The first picture is that of the Old Testament tabernacle
with specific reference to its construction.

2. The second is the incarnation of Christ with direct ref-
erence to the way in which He set up His tabernacle 
which is His human nature.

The connecting word “so,” means, “likewise,” “in the same
manner.”  To  state  the  message  of  the  whole  paragraph  in
other words, it would be said,

“Exactly as the tabernacle was set up by sinful, fallen hu-
man bodies from sin-cursed materials of the dust of the earth,
so, likewise, in the same way, Christ received His humanity 
by its being made by a sinful, fallen, human body from the 
sin-cursed dust of the earth.”

If this were not so, this paragraph could never have been
written. If Christ had come in a different flesh and blood from
the children of men then, either the sanctuary in its construc-
tion could never have been a picture of the incarnation, or
God would have had to direct them to build it differently so as
to provide an accurate picture of Christ as He would other-
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wise have been.

But God directed fallen, sinful men to build it of sin-cursed
materials to provide a truly accurate picture of Christ in His
incarnation so that we could truly understand...

Matthew 1
23 …Emmanuel,…GOD WITH US.

The subject of the incarnation is the very mystery of God. It
is beyond the understanding of man to grasp how the Creator
of the universe could come down and dwell within the limited
human form of His own creation. But, though it is not given
to us to understand how it could be, we are to know that it is
so. On this we can rest in faith. Though a mystery, it is a fact.

Because it is so deep a mystery, difficulty is experienced in
understanding  it.  Consequently,  minds  can  and  do  become
confused, because they cannot reconcile the seeming contra-
dictions present in the many statements on the subject. Let all
such turn away from these statements for the moment and
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look at the simple, clear picture given by the sanctuary. State-
ments and texts may puzzle, but a picture is clear.

Whenever I feel at all unsettled in this subject, I take one
long, comforting look at the sanctuary, and I know just how
Christ came to this earth in His incarnation. That picture is
worth more to me than the words, true as they be, of a thou-
sand statements. Those who become anchored in the truth as
it is revealed in the sanctuary, will be strongest to resist the
pressures of deception.

A Perfect Service
In this  provision of  the sanctuary, God has demonstrated

the great truth that even though we are handicapped with a
fallen, sinful, human nature, we can render a perfect service
to God. This is something which is very difficult for the hu-
man mind to accept and believe, even though it is essential
that this be understood.

It is Satan’s great lie that the law of God cannot be obeyed
by created beings:

Review and Herald, July 31, 1888:
From the beginning, it has been the special doctrine of the 

adversary of God and man, that the law of God was faulty 
and objectionable. He has ever represented the royal law of 
liberty, as oppressive and unendurable. He has denoted it “a 
yoke of bondage.” He has declared that it was impossible for 
man to keep the precepts of Jehovah. This has been, and still 
is, the work of Satan.

Tragically, th� vast majority of mankind b�li�v� this li�, to
th�ir in�vitabl� damnation unl�ss th�y ar� d�liv�r�d from it.
God, �v�r d�t�rmin�d to sav� th� p�rishing, has d�clar�d as
cl�arly as words can conv�y, th� truth that any human b�ing,
�v�n in his fall�n condition, who will acc�pt th� indw�lling
pr�s�nc� of God in plac� of th� old sin natur�, can r�nd�r a
s�rvic�  to  God which  is  p�rf�ctly  acc�ptabl�  to  Him.  J�sus
said,
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Matthew 5
48 Be you therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect.

On two r�cord�d occasions J�sus said,

John 5
14 …sin no more.

John 8
11 Go, and sin no more.

What H� said th�n appli�s to �v�ry forgiv�n sinn�r. Paul r�-
it�rat�d this gr�at call in th� words,

1 Corinthians 15
34 Awake to righteousness, and sin not; for some have not the
knowledge of God: I speak this to your shame.

The Faith I Live By, p. 114:
Christ came to the world to counteract Satan’s falsehood 

that God had made a law which men could not keep. Taking 
humanity upon Himself, He came to this earth, and by a life 
of obedience showed that God has not made a law that man 
cannot keep. He showed that it is possible for man perfectly 
to obey the law. Those who accept Christ as their Saviour, 
becoming partakers of His divine nature, are enabled to fol-
low His example, living in obedience to every precept of the 
law. Through the merits of Christ, man is to show by his obe-
dience that he could be trusted in heaven, that he would not 
rebel.

The� lif� and t�achings of Christ prov� that �v�ry man and
woman whos� body t�mpl� is filll�d with God’s pr�s�nc� in
th� plac� of Satan’s, can ob�y th� law to p�rf�ction. It also
prov�s that �v�ry infant and child can lik�wis� ob�y to p�rf�c-
tion. Theat this is so, is mad� cl�ar in th� following stat�m�nt:

Sons and Daughters of God, p. 128:
Jesus is the perfect pattern, and it is the duty and privilege 

of every child and youth to copy the pattern. Let children 
bear in mind that the child Jesus had taken upon Himself 
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human nature, and was in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
was tempted of Satan as all children are tempted….

It is the duty and privilege of every child to follow in the 
footsteps of Jesus….Every blessing the Father has provided 
for those of more mature experience, has been provided for 
children and youth through Jesus Christ.

Of cours�, �v�ry child is born into this world as a child of
man physically, and of Satan spiritually. The�r�for�,  in ord�r
for him to ob�y th� commands of God, h� must hav� th� Sa-
tanic  natur�  �xp�ll�d  and  th�  divin�  natur�  tak�  its  plac�.
Only as this condition was brought about in th� sanctuary,
could it produc� p�rf�ct s�rvic� to God. Lik�wis�, it is only as
childr�n and adults hav� this stat� of b�ing, that th�y can r�n-
d�r p�rf�ct s�rvic� to God.

The infant in arms cannot do this for himself, but a faith-
filled parent can and should do it on his behalf. Then every
promise accorded to the mature, will be experienced by the
child.2

Let those who are discouraged by the knowledge that they
have a fallen, sinful, human nature, look to the sanctuary and
the life of Christ and see in both, the witness that, when the
divine life of God dwells in just such a temple as is theirs,
then they can, if they choose to, live lives of obedience which
are acceptable to God.

2 For further study of this subject, see the book, Child Salvation.
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2. 2. The Second TempleThe Second Temple
HE second temple is, in reality, the same as the first tem-
ple. The important difference is that it has a different oc-

cupant.
T

While the tabernacle remained to the Israelites a model of
what they, in their soul temples, should be, then God’s pres-
ence remained in it, and it continued to be a model of what
they were to be.

But when they lost sight of that ideal to turn to their own
standards,  God’s  presence  departed  from the  building.  This
was exactly what Satan desired, for then it was his turn to oc-
cupy the temple. He was naturally quick to do so.

There is nothing that Satan desires so much as to sit in the
temple of God in the place of God. Paul recognized this in his
writings to the Thessalonians:

2 Thessalonians 2
3 …that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition;
4 Who opposes and exalts himself above all that is called 
God, or that is worshiped; so that he as God sits in the tem-
ple of God, showing himself that he is God.

Wh�n Christ cam� to His t�mpl� in th� �arly part of His
public  ministry,  H�  c�rtainly  did  not  filnd  th�  pr�s�nc�  of
God’s Spirit th�r�. Rath�r,

John 2
14 [He] found in the temple those that sold oxen and sheep 
and doves, and the changers of money sitting.

The�ir pr�s�nc� th�r� was in harmony with th� will of Satan.
In God’s law th�r� was plac� n�ith�r for th�ir activiti�s, nor
for th� spirit by which th�y carri�d th�m out. The�y practic�d
�v�ry form of �xtortion, gr��d, and d�c�ption. The�y w�r� op-
pr�ssors, robb�rs, and d�stroy�rs.

The peace of the place was shattered by the loud voices of
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the wranglers, the bleating of sheep, the lowing of cattle, and
the calling of doves and pigeons. Everything about it declared
that God had departed from that temple and Satan had taken
His place. Thus, the very building which had been designed
for the presence of God had become Satan’s abode.

This is temple number two. So far as its basic construction is
concerned, there is no difference between it and temple num-
ber one.  There can be no basic  difference,  for they are the
same building. Firstly it was occupied by God. Then it was oc-
cupied by Satan.

Therefore, when Satan was the indwelling presence, it was
still a building:

• made by fallen, sinful, human beings;
• from the cursed dust of the earth;
• according to the pattern provided by God.

The similarities between these two temples must be under-
stood in order to learn the messages contained in these ser-
vices.

When it is said that there is no basic difference, this is not
to ignore the fact that the temple certainly took on some su-
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perficial differences when Satan became its occupant. Usually
it  fell  into disrepair,  and became cluttered with rubbish—so
much so that when good King Hezekiah sought to restore the
neglected sanctuary and its  services,  it  required fully seven
days of work to accomplish this.3

On the other hand there was a time when it  was embel-
lished with tremendously expensive outward adornment,  so
that the building which according to God’s pattern was to be
plain and simple on the outside, became glitteringly beautiful
instead. This happened in the days leading up to the first ad-
vent of Jesus Christ:

The Great Controversy, p. 24-25:
The disciples had been filled with awe and wonder at 

Christ’s prediction of the overthrow of the temple, and they 
desired to understand more fully the meaning of His words. 
Wealth, labor, and architectural skill had for more than forty 
years been freely expended to enhance its splendors. Herod 
the Great had lavished upon it both Roman wealth and Jew-
ish treasure, and even the emperor of the world had enriched
it with his gifts. Massive blocks of white marble, of almost 
fabulous size, forwarded from Rome for this purpose, formed
a part of its structure; and to these the disciples had called 
the attention of their Master, saying:

Mark 13
1 See what manner of stones and what buildings are here!

Theus,  whil�  Satan’s  pr�s�nc�  in  th�  sanctuary  did  not
chang�  its  origin  of  human  construction  from  sin-curs�d
�arth, it did chang� th� g�n�ral condition of ord�r and cl�anli-
n�ss, and th� outward app�aranc� of th� building.

Just as surely as the first temple was a picture of the con-
verted human being, so this one, in every aspect, is a true and
accurate picture of the unconverted.

There is no difficulty in seeing that the bodies of the uncon-

3 See 2 Chronicles 29.
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verted and the converted are obtained in the same way, for
conversion does not give anyone a new body temple. Rather it
expels the old occupant— Satan, and admits a new occupant—
God.

The body temples of God’s children are made by other sin-
ful, fallen humans of sin-cursed earth exactly as are those of
Satan’s children. It is for this reason that the Christian experi-
ences the same physical limitations as the non-Christian and
finds, with them, no escape from death.

But, while God’s presence in the body temple of the Chris-
tian will lead to cultured refinement, order, industry, and per-
fect service to God, Satan’s presence in the Godless will de-
velop  the  coarser  characteristics,  lead  to  disorders  and,  in
many cases, will be manifested in outward adornment.

While the presence of God will be marked by the beauty of
character within, the indwelling of Satan will be manifested
by the artificial outward adorning of gold, silver, costly ap-
parel, and the like.

If it could only be seen by the godless, their outward adorn-
ings advertise their lack of character beauty.

Sons of Satan
In  gospel  teaching,  a  great  deal  has  been said  about  the

Christian being a son of God, but few are made aware that be-
fore sonship with God, there is sonship with Satan. The fact is
that Satan is our first spiritual father. God only becomes our
spiritual father when Satan has lost that role.

In speaking of Satan and then of God alternatively as being
our fathers, reference is not being made to our physical life
but only to the spiritual. Man alone is the father of our physi-
cal  bodies  and natures,  through the  power which  God has
given him. Satan does not have this power, for it was never
given to the angels to reproduce themselves physically. This is
proved by the words of Jesus Christ.
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Mark 12
24 And Jesus answering said unto them, Do you not therefore 
err, because you know not the Scriptures, neither the power 
of God?
25 For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry,
nor are given in marriage, but are as the angels which are in 
heaven.

But, whil� Satan has no pow�r to r�produc� hims�lf physi-
cally, h� is abl� to do so spiritually, so that his natur�, charac-
t�ristics,  and  �vil  traits  b�com�  part  of  thos�  in  whom h�
plac�s th�m. Nor is h� m�r�ly cont�nt to r�produc� th� �vil of
his natur� in human b�ings. H� proc��ds to d�v�lop th�s� as
int�nsiv�ly  as  possibl�.  H� was  so highly  succ�ssful  in  th�
cas� of th� l�ad�rs of th� J�ws that Christ was giv�n occasion
to t�ll th�m so:

John 8
44 You are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your fa-
ther you will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and
abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. 
When he speaks a lie, he speaks of his own: for he is a liar, 
and the father of it.

In th�s�  words,  too plain to  b�  misund�rstood,  J�sus  d�-
clar�d th� natur� of th�ir spiritual sonship. Satan was th�ir fa-
th�r. Christ prov�d this by pointing to th� pr�s�nc� in th�ir
physical t�mpl�s of th� sam� spirit of th� d�c�iv�r and th� d�-
stroy�r as was in th�ir fath�r, th� d�vil.

There are two ways in which a person can be the son of a
certain father. One is by birth, the other is by adoption. There
is usually no difficulty in determining which is which in given
cases. The son by birth, cannot but be like his father. He will
have the same colored skin, the same general appearance, ap-
titudes, and characteristics.

On the other  hand,  an adopted  child  will  be  different  in
many  respects.  He  may  have  the  same  skin  color,  but  his
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physical appearance will not be the same, and his general ap-
titudes and characteristics will differ.

If, for instance, we saw a black pygmy child from the heart
of Africa acknowledging and looking to a tall white man of
European descent, as his father, we would know he was a son
only by adoption. We would know that his real father was a
black man like himself.

So, were the Pharisees children of Satan by spiritual adop-
tion or by spiritual birth? To determine this answer, we must
consider the answer to another question,

“Were they like or unlike him in their spiritual natures?”

Satan’s spirit is that of a deceiver and a destroyer. In order
to identify the Pharisees as the sons of Satan, Christ argued,

“Satan is a liar and a murderer, which is to say he is a de-
ceiver and a destroyer, and you are likewise deceivers and de-
stroyers.”

Therefore, in no sense were they children by adoption. They
were Satan’s sons by birth. His nature and character were re-
produced in them.

Not only were they children of Satan by birth, but every one
of us also enters the world in this way. From our physical,
earthly parents we receive our body temples, but from Satan,
by the process of spiritual birth, we receive our evil natures. It
is this way because Adam sold the whole human race to Sa-
tan. We are all born evil.4

Therefore, God’s task is to save us from Satan’s kingdom.
Some have the notion that we are all born on neutral ground
from which point Satan and God compete to win our alle-
giance. This is not so. Satan already has us through Adam’s
sin, and God’s task is to save us if He possibly can.

4 See Romans 5:12-21.
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There are many who find it difficult to understand, and im-
possible to accept, that initially everyone is the son of Satan.
This is a sadly serious problem, for no one will really under-
stand the plan of salvation till this is comprehended.

First and Second Birth
Nicodemus found himself instantly out of his depth when

Christ began to discuss this problem of the first and second
birth. He had thought to impress Christ by recognizing His
calling from God, but Jesus came right to the point by saying,

John 3
3 Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a man be born again, 
he cannot see the kingdom of God.

Nicod�mus int�rpr�t�d th�s� words in th� physical  s�ns�.
H� thought only of birth to a human par�nt. So h� ask�d, 

4 How can a man be born when he is old? can he enter the 
second time into his mother’s womb, and be born?

The�r� ar� many who hav� thought that if only th�y could
wip� th� r�cord cl�ar and go back to liv� th�ir whol� liv�s
again, th�y could avoid th� sins and mistak�s mad� th� filrst
tim�.

The very moment this wistful thought enters the mind, it is
chased  out  by  the  depressing  realization  that  such  a  plan
would never work. The second attempt would only be a repe-
tition of the first because we would still have the same evil
nature in the physical body. A second physical birth is not the
answer.  It  is  not  the  temple  but  the  dweller  in  the  temple
which must be changed.

Nicodemus was thinking in terms of the physical and mate-
rial. He could not look beyond that. But Jesus told him plainly
that there was another area, the spiritual, in which births also
took place.

5 Jesus answered, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Except a man 
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be born of water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into the 
kingdom of God.
6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is 
born of the Spirit is spirit.

Theus J�sus inform�d Nicod�mus that, whil� h� was thinking
in t�rms of  physical  or  fle�shly  birth,  Christ  was talking in
t�rms of th� spiritual.

Nicodemus is not the only one who has misunderstood the
words of Christ. Ever since, the average person has thought of
Christ as talking in terms of the physical and the spiritual,
whereas He as speaking in the spiritual alone. In other words,
here is how these words of Christ are generally understood:

“Nicodemus, you were born once as a physical babe to a 
flesh and blood parent. Now you need another birth in addi-
tion to that first birth. This is a spiritual birth which comes 
by baptism and the regeneration of the Spirit of God.”

In this interpretation, the physical birth is seen as the first
and the spiritual is seen as the second. This is about as serious
a misconception of Christ’s words as was that of Nicodemus.
Christ was not talking in terms of physical and spiritual. He
was speaking only of the spiritual. Therefore, when He said,

John 3
7 You must be born again,

H� was talking of a s�cond spiritual birth of which anoth�r
�arli�r spiritual birth was th� filrst. Theis spiritual r�birth is a
spiritual re-birth. It is not som�thing add�d to a physical body
wh�r�in pr�viously th�r� had b��n no spiritual natur� at all.
Ev�ryon� of us was originally poss�ss�d of two births in th�
birth from fle�sh and th� birth from spirit. The� form�r is from
our human par�nts; th� latte�r is from our fath�r, th� d�vil.

No one who is a son of man and a son of Satan can, as such,
ever enter the kingdom of God. That is an impossibility. That
spiritual nature from Satan must be subjected to death and re-
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placed by a new spiritual nature altogether. Therefore, Jesus
said to Nicodemus,

7 You must be born again.

The� truth of this is pictur�d with gr�at clarity in th� sanctu-
ary. Wh�n th� sanctuary was �mpty of God’s pr�s�nc�, it was
occupi�d  by  Satan.  It  n�v�r  stood  �mpty  of  any  pr�s�nc�.
Wh�n th� d�vil was in it, that building was incapabl� of r�n-
d�ring any s�rvic� to God. Only wh�n God was th� occupant
of th� building could it hav� a plac� in His Kingdom and s�r-
vic�. But, n�v�r could God and Satan occupy that building at
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th� sam� tim�. Satan could not �nt�r whil� God was th�r� and
God would not whil� Satan was th�r�.

Therefore, before God could enter the sanctuary at any time
when, because of the apostasy of the people, Satan had gained
possession of the building, Satan had firstly to be expelled.
Only then could God enter that building. No man should have
any difficulty in  seeing this  in  the picture  lesson from the
past.

If all could see that this picture lesson was given to teach
the  truths  about  the  soul  temple,  then  there  would  be  no
problem in understanding

The Way of Salvation
The problem so many find insoluble is to see the distinction

between the sinful, fallen, human nature transmitted by birth
from  our  human parents,  and  the  evil  spiritual  nature  ac-
quired by birth from our spiritual father, the devil.

Yet the picture of it in the sanctuary is clear. No one should
have trouble in seeing that the building was one thing, while
the presence of Satan in it  was something else.  They never
could be called the same thing. The distinction is clearly seen.
No mistake is possible.

Through the  clarity  of  that  picture,  God intends  that  we
shall  make no mistake in seeing that the fleshly nature de-
rived  from our  parents,  which  is  the  temple,  is  one  thing,
while the presence of Satan’s spirit of deception and destruc-
tion in us is something else.

As the presence of Satan could be separated from the build-
ing, making it was ready for the infilling of God’s presence, so
the human temple can be freed from the presence of Satan’s
spirit, making way for the entry of God’s character and life.

As back then, God and Satan could not and did not ever oc-
cupy the building at the same time, so it is impossible for us

30 The Three Temples



to have the old sinful nature and the new life in Christ simul-
taneously.

• When Satan occupied the building, it served him, just as
we, while we are his children, serve his cause.

• When God entered the building, it provided a perfect 
service to Him. Likewise with God in our body temple, 
we render a perfect ministry of love and peace.

Today, each person upon the earth is either the first or the
second of these temples. Either his body temple is the abode
of Satan’s life and spirit, or he is a child of the living God. No
one can be both. He is either one or the other.

If he has walked in the way of divine deliverance so that the
nature of Satan has been expelled from his life, then he is on
the way with every prospect of becoming that of which the
glorious future temple is a picture.

Chapter 2 - The Second Temple 31





3. 3. The Third TempleThe Third Temple
HIS is the glorious temple of the future, the temple of the
new earth.T

Unlike the other two, it is neither built by human hands nor
from sinful, cursed dust. This building is the direct handiwork
of  God  and  is  made  from  the  sinless,  perfect  materials  of
heaven. Therefore it will never pass away. Within that build-
ing will be the glorious presence of God.

Like the first two, this temple is also a picture of the soul
temple. But it  is not,  very obviously, of the unconverted in
this life. It is the picture of the eternally redeemed when they
are at last in heaven.

This flesh and blood body which we now have will never
enter the kingdom of heaven. It is made from sin-cursed ma-
terials and whatever has been touched by sin must die and
will certainly pass away.

But, not in this life is the replacement given. Death comes,
the body temple returns to the ruins of dust, and in the grave
the  believer  waits  till  the  great  resurrection  day.  Then  as
Christ  descends  from  heaven,  He,  by  His  creative  power,
makes a new body for the sleeping saints. This is the body we
shall have through all eternity. It is not provided by birth from
fallen, sinful human beings but it comes directly from God, by
His creative power.

As the New Earth Temple is the handiwork of God and not
of man, so will our heavenly bodies be the work of God and
not of man. Then and only then will we have holy flesh.

Today, we may have holy characters in sinful flesh, just as a
holy God dwelt in a building of sin-cursed material. But in the
New Earth, the glorious character of God will fill every holy
temple, a body of God’s own marvelous building.

No one can ever become this glorious last temple unless he
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firstly, here, ceases to be a temple for the indwelling of Satan
and becomes a sanctuary for God.

Abundant are the provisions which God has made for all to
become each of these blessed temples in turn. May not one of
us fail of such holy achievement.

Chapter 3 - The Third Temple 35
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