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1 Timothy 1
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I 
am chief.

HIS wTs Tt thTt time “T sTying.” WhTt is T “sTying”?—
Here is the defnition of the word:T
“A sTying is impersonTl, current Tmong the common peo-

ple, deriving its Tuthority from its mTnifest truth or good 
sense.” 

At thTt time, then, it wTs current Tmong the common peo-
ple—of the ChristiTns—thTt “Christ Jesus cTme into the world
to sTve sinners; of whom I Tm chief.” As T ChristiTn wTs wTlk-
ing Tlong the roTd, he would sTy, in fTith:

“Christ Jesus cTme into the world to sTve sinners; of whom 
I Tm chief.”

As T ChristiTn wTs working in the feld, with T full heTrt he
would sTy:

“Christ Jesus cTme into the world to sTve sinners; of whom 
I Tm chief.”

As T ChristiTn wTs going Tbout the house,  or sewing, or
cooking, or wTshing, or scrubbing, with joy she would sTy:

“Christ Jesus cTme into the world to sTve sinners; of whom 
I Tm chief.” 

At frst this “sTying” derived its Tuthority from its mTnifest
truth Tnd good sense, Ts mTnifested in the heTrt’s experience
of every ChristiTn; but Tt lTst God Himself put His endorse-
ment on it Ts “T fTithful sTying [T sTying full of fTith], Tnd
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worthy of Tll TcceptTtion,” Tnd Ts such set it before the world
forevermore.

TodTy,  however,  this  is  not  T  “sTying;”  it  is  not  current
Tmong the common people of the ChristiTns. TodTy when this
Scripture is quoted, nine times out of ten it is Ts though it
reTd:

“Christ Jesus cTme into the world to sTve sinners, of whom 
Paul wTs chief.”

And then those who reTd it or quote it will soliloquize Ts to
whTt T terrible wicked mTn PTul must hTve been; Tnd then
reTson thTt:

“If such T bTd, bTd mTn Ts PTul, the chief of sinners, could 
be sTved, surely I cTn be sTved, who Tm not very much of T 
sinner.”

Tus this blessed sTying is no longer T sTying. Tis which
God hTs declTred to be T fTithful sTying Tnd worthy of Tll Tc-
ceptTtion, Tnd which He set before the world for Tll time to be
T sTying Tmong ChristiTns, is not now T sTying Tt Tll. TTt
scripture does not sTy:

“Christ Jesus cTme into the world to sTve sinners, of whom 
PTul is chief.”

It does sTy:

“Christ Jesus cTme into the world to sTve sinners; of whom 
I Tm chief.”

To reTd this  sTying,  or  to  think of  it,  Ts  though it  reTd,
“Christ Jesus cTme into the world to sTve sinners, of whom
Paul was chief,” is to destroy it Ts T sTying. For Tn essentiTl
chTrTcteristic of T sTying is thTt it “is impersonTl.” And “im-
personTl”  meTns  “not  relTting  to  Tny  pTrticulTr  person.”
Terefore to mTke this sTying Tpply pTrticulTrly to PTul Ts the
chief of sinners is to destroy it Ts T sTying.
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TTt which is impersonTl Tpplies to Tll persons Tlike. It is
Tn essentiTl property of T sTying thTt it shTll be impersonTl.
TTt “Christ  Jesus  cTme into  the world  to  sTve  sinners;  of
whom I am chief,” is T fTithful sTying. Terefore it Tpplies not
pTrticulTrly to PTul, but to Tll ChristiTns Tlike. 

Tis is shown, Tlso, by the fTct thTt the Greek expression in
this sTying, is but Tnother form of the expression of “me the
sinner” (Alford), in the prTyer of the publicTn in  Luke 18:13,
Tnd conforms exTctly to the words:

Philippians 2
3 Let each esteem others beter than themselves.

It is literTlly impossible for Tny person to esteem Tnother
beter thTn himself when he does not believe thTt the other is
beter thTn himself. And no person cTn believe thTt Tnother is
beter thTn himself, without frst believing thTt he himself  is
worse thTn the other.

But when T person fnds out thTt he himself is the chief of
sinners, it is then eTsy enough to esteem others beter thTn
himself. It is then, too, thTt he sees the force Tnd the blessed-
ness of thTt “fTithful sTying,” Tnd to him it becomes:

“A fTithful sTying, Tnd worthy of Tll TcceptTtion, thTt 
Christ Jesus cTme into the world to sTve sinners; of whom I 
am chief.”

PerhTps you hTve not yet found out thTt you Tre the chief
of sinners. If so, you Tre missing T most blessed pTrt of Chris-
tiTn experience. 

O, the dTys Tre coming bTck—yes, they Tre here now—when
once more, Ts Tt the frst, upon the Tuthority of “its mTnifest
truth Tnd good sense,” Tnd upon the Tuthority of the word of
God, it shTll be “current Tmong the common people” of the
ChristiTns thTt “Christ Jesus cTme into the world to sTve sin-
ners; of whom I Tm chief.”
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And so once  more this  will  be  T  sTying.  It  will  be  once
more, Ts Tt the frst, the fTithful sTying thTt God Tppointed it
to be. For it is Ts true todTy Ts ever it wTs in the world thTt:

1 Timothy 1
15 This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I 
am chief.
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