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characteristics of the several writers. The truths revealed are all
‘given by inspiration of God’ (2 Timothy 3:16); yet they are expressed
in the words of men. The Infinite One by His Holy Spirit has shed light
into the minds and hearts of His servants. He has given dreams and
visions, symbols and figures; and those to whom the truth was thus
revealed have themselves embodied the thought in human language.

“The Ten Commandments were spoken by God Himself, and were
written by His own hand. They are of divine, and not of human com-
position. But the Bible, with its God-given truths expressed in the lan-
guage of men, presents a union of the divine and the human. Such a
union existed in the nature of Christ, who was the Son of God and the
Son of man. Thus it s true of the Bible, as it was of Christ, that ‘the
Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us.” John 1:14.

“Written in different ages, by men who differed widely in rank and
occupation, and in mental and spiritual endowments, the books of the
Bible present a wide contrast in style, as well as a diversity in the na-
ture of the subjects unfolded. Different forms of expression are em-
ployed by different writers; often the same truth is more stri}gingly
presented by one than by another. And as several writers present a
subject under varied aspects and relations, there may appear, to the
superficial, careless, or prejudiced reader, to be discrepancy or contra-
diction, where the thoughtful, reverent student, with clearer insight,
discerns the underlying harmony.

“As presented through different individuals, the truth is brought
out in its varied aspects. One writer is more strongly impressed with
one phase of the subject; he grasps those points that harmonize with
his experience or with his power of perception and appreciation; an-
other seizes upon a different phase; and each, under the guidance of
the Holy Spirit, presents what is most forcibly impressed upon his own
mind—a different aspect of the truth in each, but a perfect harmony
through all. And the truths thus revealed unite to form a perfect
whole, adapted to meet the wants of men in all the circumstances and
experiences of life.

“God has been pleased to communicate His truth to the world by
human agencies, and He Himself, by His Holy Spirit, qualified men
and enabled them to do this work. He guided the mind in the selection
of what to speak and what to write. The treasure was entrusted to
earthen vessels, yet it is, nonetheless, from Heaven. The testimony is
conveyed through the imperfect expression of human language, yet it
is the testimony of God; and the obedient, believing child of God be-
holds in it the glory of a divine power, full of grace and truth.” The
Great Controversy, v.3—vi.3.

SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2001 7

“Spiritual darkness has covered the earth and gross darkness the
people. There are in many churches skepticism and infidelity in the
interpretation of the Scriptures. Many, very many, are questioning
the verity and truth of the Scriptures. Human reasoning and the im-
aginings of the human heart are undermining the inspiration of the
Word of God, and that which should be received as granted, is sur-
rounded with a cloud of mysticism. Nothing stands out in clear and
distinct lines, upon rock bottom. This is one of the marked signs of
the last days.

“This Holy Book has withstood the assaults of Satan, who has unit-
ed with evil men to make everything of divine character shrouded in
clouds and darkness. But the Lord has preserved this Holy Book by
His own miraculous power in its present shape—a chart or guidebook
to the human family to show them the way to heaven.

“But the oracles of God have been so manifestly neglected that
there are but few in our world, even of those who profess to explain
it to others, who have the divine knowledge of the Scriptures. There
are learned men who have a college education, but these shepherds do
not feed the flock of God. They do not consider that the excellencies of
the Scriptures will be continually unfolding their hidden treasures as
precious jewels are discovered by digging for them. . . .

“Some look to us gravely and say, ‘Don’t you think there might have
been some mistake in the copyist or in the translators? This is all prob-
able, and the mind that is so narrow that it will hesitate and stumble
over this possibility or probability would be just as ready to stumble
over the mysteries of the Inspired Word, because their feeble minds
cannot see through the purposes of God. Yes, they would just as easi-
ly stumble over plain facts that the common mind will accept, and dis-
cern the Divine, and to which God’s utterance is plain and beautiful,
full of marrow and fatness. All the mistakes will not cause trouble to
one soul, or cause any feet to stumble, that would not manufacture dif-
ficulties from the plainest revealed truth.

“God committed the preparation of His divinely inspired Word to fi-
nite man. This Word, arranged into books, the Old and New Testa-
ments, is the guidebook to the inhabitants of a fallen world, be-
queathed to them that, by studying and obeying the directions, not one
soul would lose its way to heaven.” Selected Messages 1:15.2-16.3.

“The Bible is not given to us in grand superhuman language. Jesus,
in order to reach man where he is, took humanity. The Bible must be
given in the language of men. Everything that is human is imperfect.
Different meanings are expressed by the same word; there is not one
word for each distinct idea. The Bible was given for practical purposes.




