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PREFACE.

Paul, in his defence before Agrippa, declares, that the Lord who met him
as he was journeying toward Damuscus, sent him to the Gentiles commis-
sion- d as follows:— To open their eyes, and to turn them from daikness
to light, and from the power of Satan uuto God; that they may receive for-
giveness of sins, and inheritance among thcm which are sanctified by faith
which is in me.” The Apostle, therefore, regard: d himself, as commission-
ed to preach the doctrine of sanctification by taith in Christ. In perfect con-
siste..cy with this doctrine which he was commissiancd to preach, he prayed
for the Thesslonians, that *the very God of peace would sanctify them
wholly, and preserve their whole spirit ar.d soul and body blameless, to the,
coming of Christ’ and declared, “ faithful is he that calleth you who also
will do it.” ’

Like the Apostle Paul, I have felt called on to preach the blessed doctrine
of sanctification by faith in Christ ; and have declared that he is faithful to sanc-
tify wholly all who exercise faith in Christ, for that blessing; a blessing
which every christian so greatly needs.

For so doing, however, I have been thought by my Presbytery to be un-
sound in the faith. They would have the same reason to consider me un-
sound, for preaching forgiveness of sins by faith in Chiist, as for preaching
that men may be wholly sanciified by faith in Christ. But it is declared,
that no man can know that he is wholly sanctified, and therefore that none .,
ought to say it. They might as well say that no man ean know that he is
forgiven, and therefore ought not to say it.

Forgiveness and sanctification rest on the same ground, viz. Christ's atone-
ment,—they are received in the same way, i. e. by faith in Christ; and the
evidence of them is the same, viz. “the love of God shed abroad in the heart
by the Holy Ghost” The evidence of sanctification, however, is far more
ci;ar and satisfactory to the christian who enjoys it, than the evidenee of for-
givencss, because the sanctified soul is conscious of enjoying far greater
manifestations of the Redeemer’s love, in cunnection with his faith, than he
who has been only forgiven. He who is sanctified is conscious of loving his
Redeemer with an undivided heart, and of hating every thing that is opposed to
him. I have been told, that no man can love God with a perfect love, unless
he loves God as much more than himself, as God is greater than himself. Of
course, then, as God is infinitely greater than himself, his love to be perfect
must be infinite. But this is a love which neither man nor angel will ever be

able to exercise, because men and angels must for ever remain finite beings,
There can be nothing infinite in connection with created beings, except infi-
ni‘e duration of coming existence, and the endless, and in this sense infinite con
sequences and desert of their actions. Perfect love, is such love as our utmost
powers are capable of exercising. This is just what the law of God re-
quires, when :t says, *thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul, and with all tb)lr strength:" end this moreover, is just
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through which alone, sheis to be sanctified, according to our Saviour’s
prayer.

This truth has no need of anything for its support, from those who know
and enjoy it, but a spirit of brotherly love, and a readiness faithfully to im-
prove all opportunities for making it known, with prayer to God, and a sense
of entire dependence on Him, and faith in Him to give it success. - All this
I have endeavored and shall still endeavor to do. I know however, that in
my endeavors to spread what I believe to be important truth, I cannot expect
to please those who regard it as great and dangerous error; but I hope al-
ways to act in the fear of God, always ta: cultivate the spirit of. my blessed
Saviour, and never to do any thing unnecessarily to offend. I would not
needlessly wound the feelings of any. 1 would carry my heart and' m
hand wide open to tie whole world, and never shrink from any reproacK
or sacrifice which may fall to my lot, while endeavoring to make known the
truth, which I believe to be necessary to make men wise unto salvation, and
to advance in the best manner the Saviour’s enterprise of redeeming love.

I wish it to be distinctly understood, that I do not- withdraw from Pres-
bytery for the purpose of escaping ecclesiastical censure, or the rigor of sen-
tence from ecclesiastical law. I would just as freely suffer that, as anything
else, in defence of the truth for which the Saviour'{aid down His life. For
support I lean solely on the Savioui’s arm, and in anything in which He will
not support me, I have not the most distant wish to be upholden. I had
rather fall an hundred times in a day, than be sustained in anything, which
will not please my most glorious and blessed Saviour. Had Presbytery
never arrayed themselves against me, I would have gone forward with them,
and most gladly done all in my power for their spiritual benefit, and the
good of the churches under their care. But when they call upon me, to
stand where I must deny the faithfulness of my Redeemer, and the com-
pleteness of His glorious salvation, and thus rob myself of the richest gifts of
a Saviour’s love, and withhold from others what I believe to be most em-
phatically the bread and water of life; and signify to me that it is their wish
that I quietly withdraw, that they may be saved all the unpleasantness of
farther proceeding against me; I submit. I could gain nothing to my Sa-
viour, and of course nothing to ‘myself, by seeking- the gratification of an
feelings-of self will. I trust I have no such feelings to gratify. s

It has been suggested that I ought to withdraw, and assign as my reason
for so doing, that I have left the confession of faith. But I believe that that
.confession of fujth has produced separations enough among bygthren already,
and that such as have felt in all its richness and fulness the purifying, sanc-
tifying peacegiving influence of the Redeemer’s love, would never think
again of makjpg that book a bone of contention. Let the lave of our precious
Redeemer melt our hearts to one, sothat we are truly one in Him, according
to his prayer, and the time will then have come, for dissensions respecting
creeds and confessions of faith to cease; for then the' church will wear
the glory of her Saviour, and the world will know that the Father sent Him.
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redeem us from all iniquity, is it not right for us to expect that he will
answer our prayers?! Inmy view it is mockery, to ask of God in pray-
er, that which we may not expect Him to grant. I can make nothing
less of it than rebellion against God, to ask him to do for me, what 1
have reason to believe is contrary to His wise and good designs, and
which He therefore ought not to do. . If, therefore, it is right for me
to pray that I may be saved from all sin, it is right to pray in faith, and
to expect my Savior to do for me the very thing I ask. To my mind
it is perfectly plain, that christians ought cither to cease praying to be
saved from all sin, or else expect that their prayers will be answered.
If, as some say, it is for the good of the christian to commit some sin
while he lives, then let him pray to be left to the commission of just as
much sin as will be for his good ; or if, as some say, it is for the glory
of God, that the christian sin while he lives, then let him pray to be
left to the commission of just as much sin as will be for the glory of
God; and let him cease to pray for that which he does not believe
would be for his own good or his Maker’s glory. But perhaps for the
sake of consistency, such a christian might say, that he neither asked
nor expected Christ to save him from sin till at or near the close of life.*
Then let him always remember when he prays to be kept from sin,
that he ought not to expect or ask it till death, and let his public and
social prayers always express what he means; that others may under-
stand him. I believe that 1 am fully authorized by the bible to ask,
and expect that Christ will save me from all sin.

When the Apostle Paul, in his 1st Epistle to the Thessalonians, re-
cords the prayer :— The very God of peace sanctify you wholly, and
I pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blame-
less unto the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ;” He adds, “ faithful is
he that calleth you, who also will do it.” In the chapter containing
this text, Paul had been speaking of the time when Christ shall come
to judge the world. He therefore declared that God was faithful to
sanctify the Thessalonians wholly, and to preserve their whole spirit,
and soul and body blameless until Christ should come.” Will it be said
that Paul did not intend to convey the meaning, that God was faithful
to do this until their death?  And shall we regard the Apostle as pray-
ing that the bodies of the Thessalonians might be preserved hlameless

~after they were dead, and gravely asserting that he who called them
was “faithful todo it.” And shall I then pray that God will preserve
my body blameless after it is laid in the grave, unto the coming of
Christ, and believe him “ faithful to do it.” How gross the absurdity !
The Apostle, therefore, was most manifestly praying, that the whole
spirit and soul and body of the Thessalonians might be preserved
blameless while they lived—and it was that which he declared God
faithful to do: c :

This is what I ask God my Savior to do for me, and this I' believe
him faithful to do ; and I say to other christians that they are authori-
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to whom I preach, of the sweetness of God’s promises, and the blessed-
ness of being preserved blameless in spirit and soul and body unto the
coming of Christ ; 1 must cleave to my Savior for the fulfilment of his
premises and encourage others to do the same, even at the expense of
a separation from you. While I withdraw from your body, therefore,
I do'it, for the privilege of believing and preaching that if “ we confess
our sins, the blessed Savior is faithful and just to forgive us our sins,
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” We know fhat faith is !
necessary to forgiveness when we confess our sins—and the same thing |
only is necessary to be cleansed. He whase faith lays hold on Christ (!
for the fulfilment of the whole promise -when he confesses his sins, will b
i
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be cleansed assurely as he will be forgiven. 'Thus I believe and thus
I preach; and because you will not allow me to “judge him faithful
-that hath promised,” I withdraw from your body, that you may be sa- ;
ved the pain-of excomiunicating me for such a reason. [
3. Iam induced te withdraw from your bedy, in view of the difficul- P
ties and inconsistences into which christians must be betrayed, by be- .
lieving that there cun be no salvation from sin till death. 0
Itis a common, and if I mistake not, a universal thing in Presbyterian ;
and Congregational churches, for the members to be required, when
.. they unite with the church, solemnly to covenant in something like the
¢ . following terms:—* To this one God, Father, Son and Holy Ghost,
you do heartily give up yourselves in an everlasting covenant to love
and obey Him. You promise, that by the aid of the Divine Spirit you
will adorn your profession by a hely and blameless life. You promise,
that ‘ denying ungodliness and every worldly lust, you will live soberly,
righteausly and godly,” ‘holily, and unblameably and unreproveably.’ :
That you will walk in all the commandments and ordinances of the i
Lord blameless.” .
It witl not be denied, that persons who connect themselves with the
‘churches of whieh 1 have spoken, do pledge themselves in solemn co-
venant to live free from sin. And yet if these persons should say, that
they believed that by coming boldly to the throne of grice, for grace
to help in every time of need, they were enabled to fulfil their cove-
‘nant “ to live holy and blameless lives,” to *“ deny ungodliness and every
worldly lust, and to live soberly, righteously and godly,” and to « walk in
-all thecommandments and ordinances of the Lord blameless,” that by the
help of the Holy Spirit, received through faith in Christ, they.did fulfil
all that they had covenanted to do, you would hold them up as advo-
c;:tes of great and dangerous error, and warn your churches to avoid
them. : , .
To me it appears a most glaring inconsistency, that christians should.
be required to pledge themselves, as many do, before God, angels and
men, to do that which they are told it is great and dangerous error for |
them to expect to do—to take upon themsclves solemn obligations, and
~ then be branded as eriorists and dangerous men, just for believing and
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saying, that by the grace of God they do fulfil the covenant which they
have solemnly made. It seemsio me, that candidates for church mem
bership should no longer be called upon to pledge themselves to that,
which they cannot expect to do, without expecting to become unsound
and dangerous men. ' -

I know that you cannot fail to see the inconsistency, of expecting
persons publicly professing godliness, to pledge themselves to any thing
less than ® by the grace of God to lead holy and blameless lives s
it not then a monstrous absurdity, to call them ansound in the faith, for
believing, that by the grace of God, they may, and do fulfil that, which
they cannot consistently refuse to covenant, that they will do!

Another great inconsistency into which you are betrayed by the views
which you entertain, is that of exhorting and urging your people to that,
which you have no expectation that they will do, and which they cannot
think they perform, without becoming in your eyes deluded and das-
gerous men. Since pubMshing my views of sanctification I wasat 2
meeting of the ministers and elders of your Presbytery, where 1 heart
several exhortations and several prayers. At the close of the meeting,
a minister of your body said to me, * after all, we are obliged to ex
hort and pray just according to your views.” Such is the fact. Yo
exhort your people entirely to renounce the world, and to love God
with all their hearts, and to walk before Him and be perfect, and then
you pray that the Holy Spirit may be given them to that end—butif
one of your people should tell you, that he really believed, that by the
grace of God he did live as you exhorted him to live, and prayed

. God to enable him to live, you would at once call him a deluded man,

and set him down perhaps as a reckless fanatic. The truth is, yow
people are so trained as to know, that you do not-expect them to do,
what you earnestly, and often forcibly, and eloquently exhort them to
do; and that when you earnestly and devoutly pray that they may
have grace to enable them to do these things, you have no expectation

_ that your prayers will be heard : and moreover such is the state of

things in your churches, that if they'should really suppose that you fully
expected them to live as you exhort them to do, and as you pray that
they may, they would think at once that you had run into the wildnes
of fanaticism, and that it would be no longer safe for them to listen 10
your instructions. With my present views,.I can no longer rest in such
a state of things. I wish to speak only the - things I mean, to exhort
my hearers to that only which they may reasonably be expected to ds,

and to pray in their behalf for that only” which I may consistently ex

pect God to bestow upon them. How can I otherwise give heed 0
the injunction of Christ. “Beware of the leaven of. the Scribes aud
Pharisees, which is hypocrisy.” When I exhort men, to love and serve
God with perfect hearts, and to lead holy and blameless lives, I woull
have them understand, that all this, by the grace of God, they may and
ought to do; and inasmuch as I am made sensible, that I cannot best

e s m e bt e e ——

B!



11

peace in your body, while I expect myself and others truly to be « holy
and unblameable and unreproveable in God’s sight,” I think it my
duty to withdraw from you. An Israelite indeed, is one in whom there
is no guile. This is what, by the grace of God I expect to be, both
toward God and man. I must therefore pray for that oaly, whichI
can expect God to give, and exhort men to that only, which they ought
and may expect to do.

Another evil of your views is, that they keep you and your churches,
no small part of the time at least, in a state of spiritual darkness and
great destitution of joy in God. That both your ministers.and churches,
are, much of the time, in such a state, you will not, I think, deny, But
Christ says, “I am the light of the world. He that followeth me shall
not walk in darkness, but shall have the light of life. Again—I am the
bread of life. He that cometh to me shall never hunger, and he that
believeth on me shall never thirst.” 1 am fully persvaded, from the
experience of nearly my whole life, that the great secret of “ living the
life we now 'live here in the flesh by the faith of the .8on of God,” is
neither taught nor understoad in the great majority of your churches.
Hence the sudden relapse into a state of lukewarmness after seasons of
revival. Your churches need to be tavght to eat the -“living bread
which came down from heaven” and to ask of Christ that he may give
them “living water to drink,” which shall be in them a -well of water
springing up into everlasting life.” - This they will never fearn, un-
til they learn that Christ was manifested - to take away their sins, and
that it is their privilege so to abide in Him that they sin not—and that
He js faithful to sanctify them wholly, and to preserve their whole
spinit and soul and body blameless unto His coming.” I can testify to
you from my own experience, that there is such a thing for .the chris-
tian, as having his “ peace as a river, and his righteousness as the waves
of the sea. Such a thing as being abundantly satisfred with the fatness of
God’s house, and being made to drink of the river of his pleasures.”
Such a thing as having the peace of God that passeth all understanding
to keep his heart and mind through Christ Jesus, and to rejoice in Him
with joy unspeakable and full of gﬁ)ry\.” All this will be enjoyed by those,
who believe all the promises of God to be vea and Amen in Christ
unto the glory of God by us, and who faithfully study these promises,
and fully rely on Christ for their fulfitment. But I need not enlarge.
My views o relying on the Lord Jesus Christ for sanctification are
sufficiently before you. In consequence of them, I must submit to be
regarded, by those whose good opinion I should greatly walue, if I
could have it without displeasing God ; as an unsound and, dangerous
man, Bu_t I am a serwant of Jesus Christ, and I bless his wame, that
through his %rrace it has become my choice to please him, though in do-
mh§ it I should be obliged to, displease 1.}.he ole world; and § know
that the time will came, when you and the whole world will see, that T

vo-net mistaken my duty to my saviour, by laboring amaeng men—
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heaven and earth should pass away, than that one tittle of the law
should fail. Make the law of God just as great, and just as good, and
just as glorious as you can.” A sanctification which is gained by taking
anything from the purity and excellency of God’s blessed: law, is by no
means that purity of heart which the Christian needs, either for his own-
good, or for the glory of his Redeemer. .

But I would also say, when you have made the glorious law of God
every thing that it can be, or ought to be made, just admit that the pro-
visions of God’s grace, are coextensive with the requisitions of the law.
Does the law say, “thou shalt love the Lord thy God, with all thy
heart and with all ¢hy soul and with all thy mind? The promise says,
¢1 The Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the heart of thy
seed, to love the Lord thy God, with all thine heart and with all thy
soul, that thou mayest live ;” and this promise like every other prom-
ise of God, “is yea and Amen in Christ, to the glory ot God by us.”
The apostle Paul also teaches us, that what the law of God ¢ould not
do for us, through the weakness of our flesh, God has done by. “ sending
His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, that the righteousness of the
law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh but after the
spirit.” .

p'l‘he new and better covenant also, of which Christ is the Mediator
and Surety says; “I will put my law in their inward parts, and write
it in their hearts, and will be their God and they shall be my people.”
Hence Christ said “ Tais 1s My BLooD oF THE NEw TEsTAMENT” and
that blood “ cleanseth us from all sin.” s

Let the law of God be magnified in all its excellency and glory; but
let not the riches of God’s grace be dishonored, by an attempt to show,
that they are not equally great and glorious and extensive, with all the
full requisitions of the law. .

I would here ask, How is God glorified, by an attempt to show, that
His law is so glorious, that the exceeding riches of His grace are not
sufficient to bring us into obedience to it? Or in other words, how is
God glorified, by an attempt to show, that He is so good, that His
grace in Christ Jesus, will not enable us to love him with all our hearts.
I can with all my heart rejoice in having the law of God magnified, if
while hungering and thirsting after conformity to the righteousness of
that law, I may be permitted to hear my Saviour say “Blessed are
they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness, for they shall be
Jilled.” But when I am told that the law of God is so good, that His
grace will not bring me into conformity thereto—it is like saying to my
hungry, famishing soul, here is excellent food, the very food you need,
but it is so excellent, that you may not expect to be permitted to eat it.

I would again ask, what glory is given to God, or what good is done
to man, by saying that God has made a law so glorious, that it surely
will not be obeyed.

Say that God has made a law incomparably excellent, magnify it by
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